Essential
Freshwater package
Wetland management
Guardianship of our wetlands:
A guide on the rules for working with and protecting wetlands

For more information visit
ecan.govt.nz/essential-freshwater

Wetland management
Wetlands are crucial to our environment. They form a boundary between land and water, filter out sediment and nutrients, and support
a greater concentration of wildlife than any other habitat in New Zealand.
As a landowner, you now have responsibilities to protect your wetland under the Government’s new Essential Freshwater package.

Wetland rules – what you need to know
New National Environmental Standards for Freshwater (NES-F) and Stock Exclusion Regulations have been introduced to improve water quality
and stop biodiversity decline near natural wetlands. The new rules mean activities that disturb wetlands, and the vegetation and water within them,
are now restricted.
Understanding these new regulations and how they sit alongside the rules in the Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan (LWRP) can be complex.
In most cases, the new Essential Freshwater rules are more restrictive than those that already apply under the LWRP, but there are cases where
the LWRP rules still apply.

What is a wetland?
Wetland identification can be difficult. A wet, soggy, or spongy patch on your land could be a wetland. It may be permanently wet, or only wet at
certain times. The National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) refers to a ‘natural wetland’, using the Resource Management
Act 1991 definition of a wetland.

Is the area considered a natural wetland under the Essential Freshwater package?
Start here
Does the area meet the RMA wetland definition below?

No

This area is not considered a natural wetland and
therefore the essential freshwater rules do not apply*

Permanently or intermittently wet areas, shallow water,
and land water margins that support a natural ecosystem
of plants and animals that are adopted to wet conditions.

Unsure

Please contact us on 0800 324 636 or ecinfo@ecan.govt.nz.
We have ecologists who can assess the area, at no cost to you

No

This area is considered a natural wetland and therefore
the essential freshwater rules apply

Yes

The area is not considered a natural wetland and therefore
the essential freshwater rules do not apply*

Yes

Are there any of the following?
•

A wetland constructed by artificial means

•

A geothermal wetland

•

Any area of improved pasture that is more than 50%
exotic pasture species and is subject to temporary
rain-derived water pooling

*If an area doesn’t meet the Essential Freshwater definition of a wetland, then the rules don’t apply. However, the area may meet
the wetland definition under the LWRP. If so, the LWRP rules apply to the wetland.

Essential Freshwater Package | Wetland management

Is the area considered a wetland under the LWRP?
Start here
Does the area meet the LWRP wetland definition below?

No

•

A wetland which is part of a river, stream or lakebed

•

A naturally wet area that supports an indigenous
ecosystem of plants and animals specifically adapted to
living in a wet conditions and provide a habitat for wildlife Unsure

•

This area is not considered a natural wetland and
therefore the LWRP rules do not apply

Please contact us on 0800 324 636 or ecinfo@ecan.govt.nz.
We have ecologists who can assess the area, at no cost to you

A coastal wetland above the mean high-water springs

Yes

Are there any of the following?
•

Wet pasture or where water temporarily ponds
after rainfall

•

An artificial wetland used for wastewater or
stormwater treatment

•

An artificial farm dam, drainage canal or detention dam

•

A reservoir for firefighting, domestic or community
water supply

No

This area is considered a natural wetland
and therefore the LWRP rules apply

Yes

The area is not considered a natural wetland
and therefore the LWRP rules do not apply

The best way to identify if your area is a wetland is by having an ecologist examine the types of plants, wildlife, and hydrology that
makes up the area.
We have ecologists who can assess your waterbody, at no cost to you. If you think you may have a wetland or would like clarification
around when these rules apply and if they apply to you, please get in touch on 0800 324 636 or ecinfo@ecan.govt.nz
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Wetland rules under the Essential Freshwater package
Vegetation Clearance
Restoration of natural wetlands

Vegetation clearance within, or within a 10m setback from, a natural wetland does not
require a consent but must comply with general conditions (55)1 if it does not occur over
more than 500m2 or 10% of the area of the natural wetland, whichever is smaller.
Otherwise, it is a restricted discretionary activity and requires a consent.

Arable and horticultural land use

Vegetation clearance outside, but within a 10 m setback from, a natural wetland does
not require a consent but must comply with general conditions (55)1, excluding condition
55(2) if the land was used for either arable or horticultural use at any time between
1 January 2010 and 2 September 2020.

Drainage of wetlands

Other activities

Vegetation clearance within, or within a 10 m setback from, a natural wetland is
a non-complying activity (required consent) if not otherwise stated above

Regulation 55 of the- NES-F ‘General conditions on natual wetland activities’:
(https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2020/0174/latest/whole.html#LMS364285)
1
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Earthworks or land disturbance

The taking, use, damming, diversion,
or discharge of water

Earthworks or land disturbance within, or within
a 10 m setback from, a natural wetland does not require a consent
but must comply with general conditions (55)1 if it does not occur
over more than 500m2 or 10% of the area of the natural wetland,
whichever is smaller, unless it is for planting.

The taking, use, damming, diversion, or discharge of water within,
or within a 100m setback from, a natural wetland does not require
a consent but must comply with general conditions (55)1 if it does
not occur over more than 500m2 or 10% of the area of the natural
wetland, whichever is smaller.

Otherwise, it is a restricted discretionary activity
and requires a consent.

Otherwise, it is a restricted discretionary activity
and requires a consent.

Earthworks or land disturbance outside, but within a 10 m setback
from, a natural wetland does not require a consent but must
comply with general conditions (55)1 if the land was used for either
arable or horticultural use at any time between 1 January 2010
and 2 September 2020
Earthworks outside, but within a 100 m setback from, a natural
wetland is a non-complying activity and requires consent if it:
• results, or is likely to result, in the complete or partial drainage
of all or part of a natural wetland; and
• does not have another status under any regulations.

The taking, use, damming, diversion, or discharge of water outside,
but within a 100 m setback from, a natural wetland is a noncomplying activity and requires consent if it:
• results, or is likely to result, in the complete or partial drainage
of all or part of a natural wetland; and
• does not have another status under any regulations

Earthworks within a natural wetland is a prohibited activity
(no consent can be obtained) if it:
• results, or is likely to result, in the complete
or partial drainage of all or part of a natural
wetland; and
• does not have another status under any regulations.

The taking, use, damming, diversion, or discharge of water within
a natural wetland is a prohibited activity (no consent can be
obtained) if it:
• results, or is likely to result, in the complete or partial drainage of
all or part of a natural wetland; and
• does not have another status under any regulations

Earthworks within, or within a 10 m setback from,
a natural wetland is a non-complying activity (required consent)
if not otherwise stated above

The taking, use, damming, diversion, or discharge
of water within, or within a 100 m setback from,
a natural wetland is a non-complying activity (required consent)
if not otherwise stated above
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Other activities in and around wetlands
Intensive winter grazing
To not require a consent for intensive winter grazing, you need to meet a variety of conditions, one of which is:
• livestock must be kept at least 5m away from the bed of any wetland, regardless of whether there is any water in it at the time.
If this condition is not met, either
• the farm requires a certified freshwater farm plan that applies to the intensive winter grazing, or
• it is a restricted discretionary activity and requires a consent.

Stock exclusion
For the purpose of these regulations, ‘stock’ refers to dairy, dairy support, and beef cattle, pigs, and deer.
Activity

Regulation

A new pastural system

All stock must be excluded
(as of 3 September 2020)

Wetland was identified in the regional or district plan as of
3 September 2020

All stock must be excluded from all natural wetlands from 1
Juy 2023

Wetland supports threatned species in the NPS-FM

All stock must be excluded from 1 July 2025

Wetlands is over 0.05 hectares and on low slope land

All stock must be excluded from 1 July 2025

Where none of the Essential Freshwater stock exclusion rules above apply, or in the timeframe before the new rulescome into effect,
the LWRP rules still apply.
Under the LWRP, except for areas where stock access is prohibited, access by stock to a lake, river, or wetland (including banks) is
permitted as long as it is non-intensive and does not result in: pugging, de-vegetation, change in water clarity or colour, or cattle
standing in lakes within specific areas in the plan.
Please contact a land management advisor on 0800 324 636 for more information. You can check if your land is in an area where
stock access is prohibited at eplan.ecan.govt.nz

Essential Freshwater rules also apply to the following activities:
• Construction or maintenance of a structure within or around a wetland
• Sphagnum moss harvesting
• Scientific research
• Natural hazard works (removing material such as trees, debris, and sediment that is deposited as the result of a natural hazard
and is causing, or is likely to cause, an immediate hazard to people or property).
For more information on wetland management under the Essential Freshwater package visit: ecan.govt.nz/essential-freshwater

Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan rules
Where the Essential Freshwater rules do not apply, the LWRP rules may still apply. Visit www.ecan.govt.nz/lwrp for more information
about the Plan, which aims to provide clear direction on how land and water are to be managed in the region.

0800 324 636 | ecan.govt.nz/essential-freshwater

MARCH 2022
E21/8654

Need a hand?

Talk to your Zone team

Our role is to support Canterbury landowners by
providing advice and supporting on-the-ground
action by landowners that will make a real difference
protecting our wetlands.

We have expert staff to provide localised assistance
and advice regarding land management, consents
and compliance. For support in your local area, give
us a call on 0800 324 636. We can arrange for your
local land management advisor to pop out for a
chat, or to catch up with you online or via email to
help sort things out.

We recommend contacting us first if you wish to
undertake any activities near a wetland. If you can’t
meet the permitted activity criteria for any of the
regulations above, or want to do something that
is not outlined, we’ll be able to provide you with
information to clarify if you may need a resource
consent, or if the activity might be prohibited.
To learn more about wetland protection here in
Canterbury, get in touch on 0800 324 636 or
ecinfo@ecan.govt.nz, or visit ecan.govt.nz/
essential-freshwater

0800 324 636
ecan.govt.nz/essential-freshwater

Names and contact details are also available at
ecan.govt.nz/farmers-hub

Industry support
Farming industry bodies provide assistance to
farmers. They also have useful information on their
websites, which can be a great place to start for
industry-specific advice.

