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Protecting our local biodiversity
In August, I was pleased to take up the
position of chair. Working closely with
other members, I’d like to see how we can
redefine the purpose for the OTOP Water Zone
Committee, after many years of working on
the ZIPA recommendations for councils.
In 2020, our focus shifted from planning to
action on the ground and this has proved
challenging, resulting in limited committee–
led activity in the zone. However, I am eager to
work collectively to improve how we engage
with our community on practical freshwater
management matters in the coming year.

Lucy Millar, Orari Temuka Opihi
Pareora Water Zone Committee Chair

Along with the rest of the committee, I would
like to thank the members that have stepped
down, Mark Webb (10 years of service),
Hamish McFarlane (four years) and Herstall

Ulrich (two years), for the commitment and
leadership they showed during their tenure.
In 2020, I've been proud of the committee’s
continuing input into biodiversity work in
the zone. We recently recommended several
new projects for Environment Canterbury’s
Immediate Steps funding and will be closely
following their progress as on-the-ground
work begins over summer.
These projects can make a real difference
and provide value to the environment
and community.
Lucy holds a Bachelor of Science degree,
currently works for Opuha Water Ltd as their
Farm Environment Plan Programme Manager.
She lives near Temuka with her husband and
two daughters.

Key achievements 2020
• Five projects were recommended for Immediate Steps biodiversity
funding in 2020/21 totalling $60,000. Projects included weed
control along the Orari River; fencing a QEII covenanted area
within the Pareora catchment to protect native vegetation; and
pest control in the upper reaches of the Rangitata River.
• Protecting local Māori rock art and raising the awareness of mahika
kai is a committee objective. An ongoing project undertaken by Ngāi
Tahu Māori Rock Art Trust is being continually supported by the zone
committee through funding in 2017 and again in 2021 totally $24,000.
• The committee supported the establishment of the
Catchment Collective South Canterbury Society, which
was formed to provide support services to local catchment
groups, with start-up financial backing from the three
District Councils and Environment Canterbury.
The Opihi River is one of our key waterways in the zone.

• A youth representative was welcomed on to the
committee to offer their perspective. While the seat is
currently a trial, the hope is to have a permanent youth
member involved with the committee in the future.
• The plan change to the OTOP section of the Land and Water
Regional Plan, which was drafted from the committee's
recommendations in the Zone Implementation Programme
Addendum, was notified earlier in the year and, while delayed
due to COVID 19, is progressing through the hearing stage.
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Delivering the community's vision for freshwater
The Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS) puts finding solutions
for freshwater management in the hands of the community, with support
from councils, Ngāi Tahu, and others. The strategy sets out freshwater goals
and targets to deliver the community’s vision for freshwater.

“To gain the greatest cultural, economic, environmental,
recreational and social benefits from our water resources
within a sustainable framework both now and for
future generations.”

Each of the ten community-led water zone committees work
collaboratively to develop freshwater recommendations to ensure
council plans give effect to these goals and targets.
Within each target area there are several specific time-bound targets
to be achieved and these are monitored and reported on to ensure
progress is being made.
The target areas are shown below – read some of the stories about what
is being done in the zone to achieve deliver on these on the next page.
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Extraordinary year provides a chance to pause and reflect
2020 has been an extraordinary year in more ways than one.
This time last year we had not heard of Covid-19 or the exceptional
lengths governments from around the world would take to slow its
spread. Keeping any group working productively together in such
circumstances can be a challenge but each committee has embraced
new technology to communicate, adapted their work programmes
and continued their commitment to improve water management in
their zone. The committee’s year in review report highlights their
achievements in what has been a challenging year.
2020 has provided an opportunity to pause and reflect on the
achievements of the last ten years of the Canterbury Water Management
Strategy and in particular the progress that had been made to put a
Resource Management Act planning framework in place (Land and
Water Regional Plan). A plan, however, is only as good as the actions
that follow. The Canterbury Mayoral Forum asked councils to work in
partnership with Rūnanga and committees to refocus their work more
on facilitating action on the ground with their local communities. This
review of the zone committees has taken longer than expected, because

of Covid disruptions, but we expect to have a new Terms of Reference
completed by the end of the year. Councils have also taken the
opportunity to clarify their three year priorities, and where they would
like support from committees, in a Letter of Shared Priorities.
The next few years is going to continue to be challenging for many
local communities as they grapple with the implementation of the new
National Policy Statement for Freshwater and National Environmental
Standards. Furthermore, the government has announced its intention
to repeal the Resource Management Act and Ngai Tahu has sought a
declaration in the High Court seeking Rangatiratanga over freshwater
in its rohe. These changes will be unsettling and uncomfortable for
many local communities.
The new Terms of Reference and Letter of Shared Priorities will give
committees a clear focus for future action and an ability to support
their local communities to navigate this next wave of change designed
to further improve the mauri and health of our freshwater
and the way it is managed.

Otipua Saltwater Creek is an urban/rural waterway that has its own community catchment group in the OTOP zone.
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Orari River project to
protect native species
Precious native plants and wildlife living near – or in – the Orari River will
have a better chance to flourish thanks to the zone committee’s support
for a volunteer predator control programme.
The Orari River Protection Group was granted $15,000 of Immediate
Steps Funding, which will fund equipment and tools to control gorse and
broom; encourage native vegetation to flourish, and reduce the impact
of predators like possums and stoats.
The Group is made up of volunteers who work with nearby landowners,
undertake manual weed control, pest trapping and predator control
work along the river gorge to enhance and protect its native biodiversity.
The Orari River is home to endangered endemic bird colonies such as
black-billed gulls and black-fronted terns. There are also significant
natural areas throughout the gorge, including habitat for multiple rare
lizard species.

The Orari River Protection Group received $15,000 of funding to
help protect endangered native birds like the black-billed gull.

This project is one of several to receive funding from the Immediate
Steps biodiversity in the zone in 2020.

Elusive blue fish caught
on camera by Timaru kids
School kids took to the pavements of Timaru in July for the Great Blue
Fish Hunt, to raise awareness of stormwater pollution.
The competition, organised by the Timaru District Council and OtipuaSaltwater Creek Catchment Group, aimed to remind everyone living in
Timaru that stormwater drains are for rain only because they discharge
into our local waterways.
Nearly 30 blue fish were spotted – and captured on camera – in their
natural habitat by eagle-eyed children, hanging out by stormwater
drains, both in the central business district and in the suburbs.

Two of the Blue Fish winners, Mackenzie and Samuel Tait,
with Timaru District Council stormwater expert Uki Dele.

Taking action to improve the water quality of Otipua-Saltwater Creek,
and other urban/rural waterways in the area, was recommended in the
zone committee’s recommendations made to Councils in 2019.

Rock art site restoration
in full swing
Taniwha Gully, home to nationally significant tuhituhi o neherā Māori
rock art sites, is moving closer to its goal of ecological restoration
thanks to two more years of funding for indigenous planting and weed
control.
The collaborative project with the Ngai Tahu Māori Rock Art Trust and
landowners has been underway since 2016 and, this year, the OTOP
Water Zone Committee recommended the funding of $14,000 for
more work to take place in 2021. This will include further control of
woody weeds and progressive planting to achieve re-establishment of
indigenous vegetation.
The Gully, which is protected with a QEII covenant, is an example of
a rich valley floor wetland ecosystem that supports a wide variety of
native plants and animals. Its restoration fits with the committee’s
outcomes to protect local Maori rock art, raise awareness of mahika kai
(traditional resource use) and protecting and enhancing biodiversity.

The native restoration work at Taniwha Gully, including
planting and weed control, will continue into 2021.

The Orari Temuka Opihi Pareora Water Zone Committee left to right: Dr Phil Driver, Lucy Millar, Cr Barbara Gilchrist,
Cr Anne Munro, Cr Elizabeth McKenzie, Luke Reihana, Cr Tom O'Connor, Glen Smith and acting youth member Bailey Lissington.

Zone description

Key Zone contacts

The zone covers the area from the Rangitata River to the southern
boundary of the Pareora River, from Burkes Pass to the sea. It includes
Timaru as well as the rural townships of Fairlie, Temuka, Pleasant Point
and Geraldine. It is a joint committee of the Timaru, Waimate and
Mackenzie District Councils and Environment Canterbury. It is in the
rohe of Arowhenua Rūnanga.

Chris Eccleston – OTOP Zone Manager
chris.eccleston@ecan.govt.nz | 027 562 2492
Brian Reeves – OTOP Zone Delivery Lead
brian.reeves@ecan.govt.nz | 027 807 3284
Janine Roux – OTOP Zone Committee Facilitator
janine.roux@ecan.govt.nz | 027 359 3426

Zone committee membership 2020
Rūnanga representatives

Council representatives

John Henry –
Te Rūnanga o Arowhenua

Cr Elizabeth McKenzie
(Environment Canterbury)

Community members

Cr Barbara Gilchrist
(Timaru District Council)

Lucy Millar (Chair)
Phil Driver (Deputy Chair)
Luke Reihana
Glen Smith

Cr Tom O’Connor
(Waimate District Council)
Cr Anne Munro
(Mackenzie District Council)
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The Orari Temuka Opihi Pareora Water Zone Committee is
a community led committee supported by councils.

fb.com/canterburywater

Waimate
District Council

