Minutes of 522nd meeting of the Canterbury Regional

Council held in the Council Chamber, 200 Tuam Street,
Christchurch, on Thursday, 11 March 2021 at 10.30am
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Present
Chair Jenny Hughey, Deputy Chair Peter Scott, Councillors Tane Apanui, Phil Clearwater,
Grant Edge, Megan Hands, lan Mackenzie, Nicole Marshall, Claire McKay, Elizabeth
McKenzie, Craig Pauling, Lan Pham, Vicky Southworth, and John Sunckell
Tumu Taiao: Yvette Couch-Lewis and laean Cranwell

Managementand officers present
Stefanie Rixecker (Chief Executive), Katherine Trought (Acting Chief Operating Officer), David

Perenara-O’Connell (Acting Director Strategy & Planning), Tafflyn Bradford-James (Director

Communications and Engagement),

Miles McConway (Director Corporate Services)

1

Catherine Schache (General Counsel), Katherine Harbrow (Chief Financial Officer), Anna

Puentener(Executive Officer), Toshi Hodliffe (Governance Services Team Leader) and Louise

McDonald (Senior Committee Advisor).

Report writers and other staff were also present.

i.

Mihi/Karakia Timatanga — Opening
Chair Hughey welcomed everyoneto the meeting. Tumu Taiao Cranwell gave a mihi
whakatau and acknowledgedthe passing of John Wilkie, a warrior for the environment.
He noted the recent Pride Week that celebrated our diversity and Seaweek.

Cr Southworth led a karakia.
Chair Hughey advised that there wasa late item to consideredlater in the meeting on
the appointment of Councillors to Local Government New Zealand sector groups. She
confirmed that members had received a copyofthe late report.

Apologies
There were no apologies.

Conflicts of interest
No conflicts of interest were declared.

Deputations and Petitions
Public Forum
Water and Wildlife Trust
Mike Patchett of the Water and Wildlife Trust spoke to a powerpoint presentation

“Opportunities for the OtGkaikino Catchment and our Community’.

He explained that the Trust had identified the Otúkaikino as a priority for ecological

restoration. It is a small but complex system near the Waimakariri River. Some of the
land is Environment Canterbury land and the Trust have been working with Council

staff but wanted to raise somepolicy issues with the elected members.

The Trust is keen to workin collaboration with other agencies and referred to
opportunities offered by the Department of Corrections to provide more labour for

weed control, planting and building tracks.

He had looked at the Council’s Long-Term Plan and noted the following policy issues
that were ofinterest to the Trust:

1.

Long-Term Plans for Environment Canterbury commitment and resourcing
healthier waterways and indigenous biodiversity recovery.

2.

Environment Canterbury land use conversion from grazing/weed control to
healthy waterways, indigenous biodiversity and community open space

recreation — priorities and resourcing.
3.

Building the collaborative partnership with community and others.
Streamlined and cost sharing regulatory permissions for public good.

Resolved
That the Council:
1.

receives the information from the Water and Wildlife Trust and:

2.

refers the matters raised to the Chief Executive to reply.
Cr Clearwater/Cr Pham
CARRIED

Davina Penny
Davina Penny spoke to a powerpoint presentation “Quarrying in the future... How will
this region look?’ and a video showing quarry dust in Pound Road 19 January 2021.

Her presentation included a map of the number of quarries in the area and she
questioned the increase in quarries when the supply of gravel was estimated at 23

years.

Ms Penny wasconcernedthat incorrect information was on the Council and Fulton
Hogan websites about the health risks from dust and that this information had been
quoted at consent hearings.
She showeda video of the dust conditions on 19 January 2021 on Pound Road from
the quarries.
Resolved

That the Council:
1.

receives the information from Davina Penny and;

2.

and refers the matters raised to the Chief Executive to reply.
Cr Pauling/Cr McKenzie
CARRIED

Ann-Marie (Anna) Youngman
Anna Youngman spokeabout dust and health issues from quarries at Yaldhurst. Video
links provided by Ms Youngman to a “FairGo’ story, and a Nine NewsAustralia story
had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.

Ms Youngman described the serious health problems experienced by herself and her
neighbours as a result of the dust from the quarries. The stress of this was now
intensified by the risk of contracting COVID.
With her neighbours she has been stressed by the years of battling with this issue and
the lack of action and response to complaints.

She urged the Council to look at increased setbacks, better boundary monitoring, and
enforcement of consents. She was also concerned that many of the independent

experts providing advice to decision makers hadlinks to the quarrying industry.
Resolved
That the Council:

1:

receives the information from Anna Youngman and;

2.

and refers the matters raised to the Chief Executive to investigate and
reply.

Cr Hands/Cr Pauling
CARRIED
Deputation
Graham Townsend on behalf of 350 Otautahi spoke about item 8.3 on the agenda —
the submission to the Climate Change Commission consultation.
He thanked Environment Canterbury for an excellent submission and provided some
comments:
e

Climate Research — urged the Council to press harder for carbon budgets that

e

Circular Economy — requesteddefinition of the term circular economy noting that
a genuine circular economy would be net zero in greenhouse gases, strategic
minerals, urban sprawl, toxic waste, soil erosion and other issues.

e

Social Change and Cross-Party Support — public involvement in behaviour
changeis vital.

reflect the need for urgency.

Resolved

That the Council:
1. receives the deputation from Graham Townsend on behalf of 350 Otautahi
regarding item 8.3 — the submission to the Climate Change Commission
consultation.

Cr Marshall/Cr Apanui
CARRIED
Item 8.1 was then taken.

8.1

Canterbury Water ManagementStrategy Zone

Committee Annual Reports: Kaikoura, Waimakariri,

Upper Waitaki

Refer pages 49 to 60 of the agenda
Cr McKayintroduced this item and welcomed the Zone Committee representatives to
the meeting.
Kaikoura
Ted Howard, Zone Committee Chair, appeared by video link and presented the
Kaikoura Zone Committee’s 2020 Progress Report.

He explained that Kaiköura wasstill a stressed community, recovering from the
earthquakes and the nowthe effects of COVID onthe tourism industry.
He described the work being done with landownerson riparian and wetland projects at
the Clarence River. Pest and weed control were important and need to be continued

to be successful.
Waimakariri

David Ashby and Carolyne Latham presented the Waimakariri Committee’s 2020
Progress Report.

Ms Latham explained that for catchment managementplans to make progress there
needed to be buy in from the community, so the committee was working on developing
catchmentgroups.
They acknowledged the support from the Waimakariri Landcare Trust.
Upper Waitaki
Mat Bayliss, Zone Committee Chair, appeared by videolink and presented the Upper
Waitaki Zone Committee report. He also acknowledged the recent passing of John
Wilkie who had great mana with the Upper and Lower Waitaki Zone Committees.

He referred to the great response from stakeholdersto try and identify the source of
E.coli in Lake Ruataniwha.
The Upper Waitaki zone covers a vast landscape, and it was important to engage with
the community and stakeholders. He thanked Council staff for their hard work and
passion.
Resolved

That the Council:
1.

receives the Kaikoura Zone Committee Annual report for 2020.

2.

receives the Waimakariri Zone Committee Annual report for 2020.

3.

receives the Upper Waitaki Zone Committee Annual report for 2020.
Cr McKay/Cr Pauling

CARRIED

The meeting adjourned between 12.38 and 1.16pm

5.

Minutes

Refer pages 10 to 21 of the agenda.

25 February 2021
Resolved
That the Council:

1.

confirms and adoptsas a true and correct record the minutes of the

meeting held on 25 February 2021.

Cr Sunckell/Cr McKay

CARRIED

25 February 2021 — public excluded
Resolved
That the Council:
1.

confirms and adopts as a true and correct record the minutes of part of
the meeting held, with the public excluded, on 25 February 2021.
Chair Hughey/Cr Clearwater

CARRIED

6.

Matters Arising
The Chief Executive advised that a reply had been sent to Grant Davey followin
g his
presentation at the public forum on 25 February 2021 thanking him for his work
and
encouraging him to submit on the Long-Term Plan.
A reply is being prepared to be sent to the Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust.

Item 8.3 was then considered

8.2 Environment Canterbury Submission on Climate
Change Commission Advice
Refer pages 64 to 77 of the agenda.

Following the deputation from Graham Townsend and changes requested by

Councillors the following changes were made to the draft submission attached to this
report.

Resolved
That the Council :

1. add to paragraph 3 of the submission on Climate Change Commission
Advice
(p66 of the agenda):
Increasinglythe sense of urgencyin our purpose has only grown and the budgets

need to reflect a precautionary approach given the latest science indicates our
budgetswill likely result in overshoot on the Paris 1.5 degree targets. We therefore
urge the Commission in their advice to government totake precautionary
approach to setting carbon budgets that reflectthis need for urgency in order to
give our current and future global community the best chance ata healthy climate.
Our purposealso identifies the importance of taking action together. To achieve
the budgets, thereis a particular need to encourage substantial behaviour change.

Whilst acknowledging that the Climate Commission’s expertise is science
and

policy, there is need for substantial societal change to drive adoption
of
technologies and practices identified in the Commissions advice. We urge the
commission to emphasisein their advice to central governmentthat they resourc
e

large-scale public and behaviour change programme to support a justtransition
whereindividuals, families, communitiesunderstand their ability to contribute and
the need for urgent action.”
Chair Hughey/Cr Clearwater
CARRIED

Resolved
That the Council :

1.

amend paragraph 8 (Proposed emissions budgets) of the submission
on
Climate Change Commission Advice (page 67 of the agenda) to read:
8. Environment Canterbury fully supports:
e the principles used by the Commissionto prepare the advice;
+ budget recommendation 1, the next three emissions budgets given that
they
have been calculated based on the principles, and that it puts New Zealan
d on
track to meet the domestic 2050 targets and play our part to limit global
warming
to 1.5°C;

However, we note recent research strongly suggesting the climate is warmin
g
more rapidly than prediction by the IPCC modelling, and question whethe
r the
measures proposedby the Commission maybe inadequate.

Cr McKenzie/Cr Southworth
CARRIED

Resolved
That the Council :

1.

amend Paragraph 27 of the submission on Climate Change Commis
sion
Adviceto read (p 70 of agenda)

EnvironmentCanterbury is continuing to work with central government and
local
authorities on a business case covering future public transport investm
ent in
Greater Christchurch. This business case has recommended
increased
investment on our current bus-based network and is considering further
options
for Mass Rapid Transit, including a consideration ofrail. We note that,
long-term,

rail, and electric rail in particular, is the most energy-efficient form ofpassenger
transport and warrants serious consideration in a_transport_decarbonisation
strategy. lt is doubly important that recommendations from the Climate Change
Commission be appropriately woven into these discussions. We
urge the
Commission to recommend that central government maintain and strength
en its

involvement in the Greater Christchurch Future Public Transport process
and
workin partnership to develop policies, practices and funding streamsthat reduce
the barriers confronting users and potential users, as they, in turn, look to choose
active and public transport over less desirable single user, car-based
modes.

Cr McKenzie/Cr Apanui

CARRIED

Resolved
That the Council :

1.
insert a new paragraph 33 (p71 of agenda) in the submission of Climate
Change Commission Advice under the heading “Heat, Industry and
Power” and

before the subheading “Reducing emissions from urban form”.
33. Environment Canterbury would like the Climate Change Commission advice
to_also include the consideration of biowaste as a viablealternative for fuel
roduction that can be used in transport, heatin

industry

and

power. The use of

biowaste as an energy sourceallows for sensible recycling of waste products into
a useful form, allowing sustainable fuel use forthe future. This would require
leadershipin the technology to convert biowaste into fuels and supporting
increased processing of primary materials within New Zealand, such as timber,
rather than sendingmaterials overseas toprocess and subsequently return
to
NewZealand. Small scale biowasteuse in distributed systems, such as on farm
to fuel vehicles and heating, also has potential to reduce the needfor fossil
fuels.
Cr Southworth/Cr McKenzie

CARRIED

Resolved
That the Council:

1.

agrees that the Environment Canterbury submission, as amende
d, on the
Climate Change Commission’s first package of advice be submitted
to the

Climate Change Commission.

2.

delegates to the Chief Executive and Chair the authority to finalise and
approve thefinal submission to the Climate Change Commission on behalf
on Council.

Committee Reports

Cr Pham/Cr Pauling
CARRIED

Standing Committees
Performance, Audit and Risk Committee
Refer pages 23 to 34 of the agenda.
Cr Sunckell presented this item.
Resolved
That the Council:

1. receives and confirms as a correct record the minutes of the
Performance,

Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 18 February 2021.

Cr Edge/Cr Mackenzie

CARRIED

Resolved
That the Council:

2. receives the summary ofthe financial reports for the period ending
30
November 2020.

3. notes the resolutions made by the Committee under delegated authori
ty.
Cr Sunckell/ Cr Edge
CARRIED

Regulation Hearing Committee
Refer pages 35 to 41 of the agenda.
Cr McKaypresented this item, noting that Cr Pauling was an apology for the
4 March
meeting.
Resolved
That the Council:

1-

receives the confirmed minutes of the Regulation Hearing Commit
tee
meeting held on 25 February 2021.

2.

receives the unconfirmed minutes of the Regulation Hearing Commit
tee
meeting held on 4 March 2021.

Cr McKay/Cr Marshall
CARRIED
F2
7.2.1

Statutory Committees
Canterbury Regional Transport Committee

Refer to pages 42 to 48 of the agenda.
Cr Scott presented this report.

Cr Clearwater requestedthat a letter of thanks be sentto outgoing Regiona
l Transport
Committee member Jim Harland.
Resolved
That the Council:

1.

receives the unconfirmed minutes of the meeting of the Canterbury
Regional Transport Committee meeting held on 4 February 2021.

Cr Scott/ Cr McKay

CARRIED

8.2

Climate Emergency Update
Refer pages 61 to 63 of the agenda.
Crs Southworth and McKenzie presented this item.
Cr Pauling provided an update on the Me Uru Rakau region-wide planting
project.
Resolved
That the Council:
1.

receives the update on the climate change programme.
Cr Southworth /Cr McKenzie
CARRIED

Item 11 was then taken

11. Notice of Motion
Cr John Sunckell spoketo his notice of motion requesting the investigation
of a public
transport fare free trial. He explained that he wanted toinitiate a conversation
with the
wider community, other councils and the government about the need to
incentivise
public transport. This in the context of the Council’s declaration of a climate

emergency.
Resolved

That Environment Canterbury withits partners investigate a Public
Transport fare free trial for 2 years for implementation in the next Annual
Plan.

Cr Sunckell/Cr Hands
CARRIED

Crs Scott and Mackenzie voted against the recommendation

8.4

Reporting on submissions on the Local Electoral
(Maori Wards and Maori Constituencies) Amendment
Bill, and the Crown Pastoral Land Reform Bill

Refer pages 78 to 84 of the agenda

Crs Hands, McKay and Sunckell requested that their appreciation of high-cou
ntry
landowners ascaretakers of the land be noted.
Resolved
That the Council:

1.

approves the Environment Canterbury submissions on the Local
Electoral
(Maori Wards and Maori Constituencies) AmendmentBill, and the
Crown
Pastoral Land Reform Bill.

Chair Hughey/Cr Scott
CARRIED
8.5

Delegating Authority to the Chair to approve
submission on Territorial Authority Long-Term Plans

Refer pages 85 to 86 of the agenda
Resolved
That the Council:
1.

delegates authority to the Chair to approve Council submission
on the
2021-31 Long-Term Plans of Canterbury territorial authorities

Cr Clearwater/Cr Edge
CARRIED
10

Other Business

Late item - Appointments to Local Government NZ Sector
Groups
Refer the report circulated by email on 10 March 2021.
Resolved
That the Council:

1. receive and considerat the Council meeting on 10 December
2020the report:
Appointment of Independent Members — Performance, Audit
and Risk

Committee.

Cr Sunckell/ Cr Clearwater

CARRIED

Chair Hughey introducedthis item.

Resolved
That the Council:

1.

notes that Canterbury Regional Council can appoint elected
members to
attend the biannual Local Government New Zealand Zone 5 and
6
meetings to represent the Council.

2.

appoints the Chair and Deputy Chair as representatives to the Zone
5
meetings throughout the 2019-2021 triennium.

3.

appoints two Councillors to represent Canterbury Regional Counci
l at

each of the Local Government New Zealand Zone 5 meetings during the
triennium in a matter which enables as manydifferent councillors
to
participate as possible.

4.

appoints Councillors Grant Edge and Elizabeth McKenzie to
representthe
Regional Council at the Zone 5 & 6 meeting on 15 and 16 March
2021 at
Wanaka.

5.

notes that the Chair will represent the Canterbury Regional Council on
the
Local Government Regional Sector for the 2019-2022 triennium.

Cr Clearwater/Cr Edge

CARRIED

Attendance: Crs Pham and Pauling left the meeting at 2.53pm

9.

Exclusion of the Public

Refer page 87 of the agenda.

Resolved
1:

That the public be excluded from the following part of the proceedings
of this meeting, namely:
1.1
Performance, Audit and Risk Committee minutes

The general subject of the matters to be considered while the public
is excluded, the reason for
passing this resolution and the specific grounds under section
48(1) of the Local Government
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this
resolution are as follows:
Item

Report

Reason for
passingthis

resolution in

1.

Performance, Audit and Risk Committee

minutes

relation to each
matter

Good reason to

withhold exists
under section 7

Ground(s) under
section 48(1) for

the passingofthis
resolution

Section 48(1)(a)

This resolution is made in reliance on section 48(1) of the Local Governm
entOfficial Information

and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protect
ed by section 6 or section
7 of that Act which would be prejudiced by the holding of the
whole or relevant part of the

proceeding of the meeting in public are as follows:
Item

1

Enable the Council holding the information to carry on, without
prejudice or
disadvantage, commercialactivities — Section 7(2)(h)

2. That appropriate officers remain to provide advice to the
Council
Cr Scott/Cr Apanui

CARRIED

The meeting wentinto public excluded session from 2.53 to 2.54pm

12.

Questions
There were no questions.

13.

Next meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday 15 April 2021

14

Mihi / Karakia whakamutunga — closing
The Chair thanked everyone fortheir participation and invited Cr Southwo
rth to close
the meeting with a karakia.

The meeting closed at 2.55pm

CONFIRMED

Date 1S Mol 2021
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Chair

