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Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Christchurch

Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Selwyn

Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Ashburton

Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Mackenzie

Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Timaru

Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Waimate

Would you like to see us investing in the following

initiatives in your area? Waitaki

Do you wish to speak to your submission? Yes

We may use your phone number to contact you to arrange attendance at a hearing. This information will be

kept private.
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How did you find out about giving feedback?
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Date:

Waihora Ellesmere Trust submission on Environment anterbury "s Long Term Plan 2021-2031

Sunday, 11 April 2021 4:53:38 pm

Dear Environment Canterbury

At 4.07pm on Sunday the 11th April your online 'Have your say' on the LTP system would not
allow me to save and continue, 1 could only go back and each time I went backward I was unable

to go forward.

I have summarised the main points of the Waihora Ellesmere Trust submission below and look

forward to the opportunity of speaking to the submission at a hearing.

This submission is made on behalf of the Waihora Ellesmere Trust.

The Trust is a Charitable Trust with the health of Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere its environs and

tributaries at the core of its purpose for existing. Its interests lie primarily within Christchurch

City and Selwyn District, but the international connectedness of the species that are part of the

Lake ecosystem means we have interests in isues beyond the immediate district and regional

councils.

The Trust's membership is open to anyone and the Trustees are all elected by the membership.

It operates an open webpage Through this it supports science, effective

management, networks and community education and facilitates action.

The Trust has almost two decades of experience as a community organisation often working very

closely with Environment Canterbury in a variety of projects and processes.

The Trust is pleased to see the ongoing commitment in the LTP to deliver on improved

freshwater and ecosystems management and environmental education - all of which we have

assisted with in the past.

Over the last financial year the Trust has been reviewing the current state of play in actions in

the catchment. The considerable demographic changes occurring in the catchment coupled with

the move to increase the recreational and in-country tourism options that covid has forced, has

led us to focus on making Lake Ellesmere more accessible. This primarily to engage new settlers

in the catchment with the Lake and its internationally significant values, promote understanding

and action. We also anticipate it serving a wider NZ community through additional things to do

while vacationing in the region.

Research by Lincoln University (at the Trust's request) has shown that people appreciate the

Lake's values more when they have visited it than if they have not, and they are more likely to

engage with it positively if there are attractions.

Overa decade ago the Trust published an brochure with a map providing information on access

to the Lake and associated information. We now see an opportunity to increase the accessibility

tothe Lake and provide additional options to encourage recreation, tourism and general
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engagement with the Lake in a way that promotes healthy recreation.

We intend to establish additional cycle/walkways to facilitate access to and along the Lake

with the ultimate goal of enabling a circum-lake route. We are therefore seek that funds be

set aside in the LTP and the annual plan to assist that to occur. These additional

walkways/cycleways would include associated biodiversity improvements and educational

opportunities. As important is that they would enable community members opportunities for

active engagement in restoration activities and recreation and learning in places currently

inaccessible in a practical sense.

We are therefore supportive of community funds being made available to assist with specific

projects as proposed in the LTP.

The Trust looks forward to continuing to work with ECan over the coming years on a number of

ongoing projects, notably with the biennial Living Lake Symposium the first of which was held in

2007. The next one is scheduled for November 2021 and we request that the Council budget

make adequate provision for supporting the Symposium as it has in the past, both in kind and

in cash. This should be part of the ongoing operational budget and not a community fund

project.

In the past the Trust has employed a manager to assist in obtaining and administering funds and

operationalising projects. This has enabled the Trust to bring significant funds from outside the

region to assist with projects like environmental restoration. The ability of voluntary community

organisations to achieve these outcomes is largely due to grant funds that are not tied to

specific projects. We consider such grants funding to support community groups operationally is

something that ECan needs to consider as a means to support communities to engage and

develop projects.

We are pleased to see inclusion of funding for the overdue revamp of the regional coastal plan.

Te Waihora lies within the coastal environment and is opened directly into the coastal marine

area we look forward to working with ECan on the coastal plan as it moves forward.

We also remain committed to participating with the Lake opening protocol and other initiatives

by ECan to build the cooperation with other groups and agencies working for similar or related

goals to those of the Trust within the catchment.

As the Trust does not own land and does not pay rates it is inappropriate for it to comment on

such areas or express a preference for either of the options presented in the LTP discussion

document, or otherwise comment on matters outside the ambit of the Trusts Objects.

Yours sincerely

Hamish Rennie

Acting Chair, Waihora Ellesmere Trust

"The contents of this e-mail (including any attachments) may be confidential and/or subject to



copyright. Any unauthorised use, distribution, or copying of the contents is expressly prohibited. If you

have received this e-mail in error, please advise the sender by return e-mail or telephone and then
delete this e-mail together with all attachments from your system."


