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Kia ora. Looking back to this time last year, we
had no idea just how different 2020 would be.
Things haven’t gone as smoothly as we’d like,
but we still managed to make good progress
toward our goals.
In November, community groups shared with
us their efforts in riparian protection and
enhancement projects on the Waikirikiri /
Selwyn river, as push to ensure a Swimmable
Selwyn continues.

Selwyn Waihora Water Zone
Committee Co-Chairs Les Wanhalla
and Fiona McDonald.

Last year, the Waikirikiri Working Group
presented us with a roadmap to achieving a
healthy Waikirikiri, with recommendations
on how to best protect and restore the river.
Together with the community, we are now
forging ahead with actions to improve the
health of the river.

We are proud to have helped celebrate
important milestones for projects that have
been years in the making, including Ahuriri
Lagoon, work to protect the Snake Creek and
Silverstream catchments and the Waikirikiri
Selwyn Near River Recharge project. We have
some new projects that have been funded
through our recommendations to Environment
Canterbury’s Immediate Steps programme.
As the year ends, we say goodbye to two longstanding Zone Committee members. Allen Lim
and Ron Pellow have helped guide us as we
work to contribute to implementation of the
regional plan in our zone. We thank them for
their support and wish them all the best.
Fiona and Les

Key achievements 2020
• Zone Committee members hosted and attended gatherings
throughout the zone to help celebrate progress and acknowledge
the passion and commitment of communities and landowners.
• The Zone Committee worked with the community to focus on areas
that we remain concerned about – especially water quality and
quantity issues, and the monitoring and reporting of test results.
• The zone committee recommended the allocation of
$102,142.98 of Environment Canterbury’s Immediate
Steps Biodiversity Funding to 10 projects.

• Community engagement and research is being used to develop
a new action plan for 2021-23. The Zone Committee has
defined priorities that further build on the work of the Selwyn
Waihora Zone Committee over the past 10 years, including:
• a healthy Waikirikiri;
• catchment nutrient loads;
• enhanced biodiversity;
• a healthy Te Waihora;
• and drinking water.

Around 80,000 aquatic natives have been planted at the Ahuriri Lagoon wetland site, which is now fully operational.
Immediate Steps money has been used to fund school planting adjacent to the Lagoon, creating a wider biodiversity hotspot.
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Delivering the community's vision for freshwater
The Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS) puts finding solutions
for freshwater management in the hands of the community, with support
from councils, Ngāi Tahu, and others. The strategy sets out freshwater goals
and targets to deliver the community’s vision for freshwater.

“To gain the greatest cultural, economic, environmental,
recreational and social benefits from our water resources
within a sustainable framework both now and for
future generations.”

Each of the ten community-led water zone committees work
collaboratively to develop freshwater recommendations to ensure
council plans give effect to these goals and targets.
Within each target area there are several specific time-bound targets
to be achieved and these are monitored and reported on to ensure
progress is being made.
The target areas are shown below – read some of the stories about what
is being done in the zone to achieve deliver on these on the next page.
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Extraordinary year provides a chance to pause and reflect
2020 has been an extraordinary year in more ways than one.
This time last year we had not heard of Covid-19 or the exceptional
lengths governments from around the world would take to slow its
spread. Keeping any group working productively together in such
circumstances can be a challenge but each committee has embraced
new technology to communicate, adapted their work programmes
and continued their commitment to improve water management in
their zone. The committee’s year in review report highlights their
achievements in what has been a challenging year.
2020 has provided an opportunity to pause and reflect on the
achievements of the last ten years of the Canterbury Water Management
Strategy and in particular the progress that had been made to put a
Resource Management Act planning framework in place (Land and
Water Regional Plan). A plan, however, is only as good as the actions
that follow. The Canterbury Mayoral Forum asked councils to work in
partnership with Rūnanga and committees to refocus their work more
on facilitating action on the ground with their local communities. This
review of the zone committees has taken longer than expected, because

of Covid disruptions, but we expect to have a new Terms of Reference
completed by the end of the year. Councils have also taken the
opportunity to clarify their three year priorities, and where they would
like support from committees, in a Letter of Shared Priorities.
The next few years is going to continue to be challenging for many
local communities as they grapple with the implementation of the new
National Policy Statement for Freshwater and National Environmental
Standards. Furthermore, the government has announced its intention
to repeal the Resource Management Act and Ngai Tahu has sought a
declaration in the High Court seeking Rangatiratanga over freshwater
in its rohe. These changes will be unsettling and uncomfortable for
many local communities.
The new Terms of Reference and Letter of Shared Priorities will give
committees a clear focus for future action and an ability to support
their local communities to navigate this next wave of change designed
to further improve the mauri and health of our freshwater
and the way it is managed.

Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee members Cr. Vicky Southworth, Les Wanhalla, Ron Pellow, Cr. Nicole Reid
and facilitator Miria Goodwin celebrate a major zone implementation achievement at the Near River Recharge project site.
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Celebrating riparian protection
projects along the Waikirikiri
The zone committee’s November meeting was an opportunity to
showcase and celebrate practical work underway in our zone – riparian
protection and enhancement projects along the Waikirikiri.
A great turnout of interested community members heard from Taumutu
rūnanga about cultural values for the river, as well as school projects
supported by Te Ara Kākāriki and Enviroschools; work in Snake Creek
and Silverstream by Fish and Game and the Wildlife Habitat Trust;
biodiversity projects along the river; collaborative work focused on Coes
Ford and surrounds; and a plant nursery and riparian project support for
Synlait farmers.
The zone committee hosted a workshop to identify things to celebrate
– the commitment, passion and enthusiasm shown, the excitement
of seeing current and proposed practical work and research, and
the amount of people and groups working together, including school
children. Participants identified the next steps for the zone committee
to progress next year.

Leeston School students place boulders in Snake Creek as part
of the Water and Wildlfie Habitat Trust’s restoration programme.

Committee supports freshwater
biodiversity enhancement
The Zone Committee recommended $102,143 in Immediate Steps
biodiversity funding which – augmented by other sources of funding –
is being used to improve pockets of native flora and fauna across the
Selwyn Waihora zone.
Previously allocated multi-year funding was used to finish work to
improve wetlands in Rockwood and Hororata this year. New funding
is also being used to start new projects in sites around the region,
including Harts Creek, Cleathings Valley, Gibraltar Bush, the western
valley of the Port Hills and in the Rakaia Gorge.

Cr. Craig Pauling and Minister Eugenie Sage help
Glentunnel School students plant a tōtara seedling.

The Zone Committee’s commitment to local school biodiversity
education and riparian planting continued with funding recommended
for planting at West Rolleston Primary School, as well as Ladbrooks
School’s efforts in planting Sharpes Drain and Tai Tapu School’s
biodiversity restoration programme.

Opening the Waikirikiri / Selwyn
Near River Recharge site
The official opening of the Waikirikiri / Selwyn Near River Recharge
site in September marked an important point in the fight to improve
freshwater ecosystem health in the catchment.
Representatives from the Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee joined
other project partners for the official opening of the project – although
water flows in the river meant it wasn’t in operation on the day of the launch.
The scheme is believed to be the largest Near River Recharge project in
the world specifically focused on environmental, cultural and recreational
objectives. Those objectives are to protect the many cultural, environmental
and recreational values the river system supports.
The launch is a huge milestone for a long-awaited project, which was
recommended by the Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee and included
in the Zone Implementation Programme Addendum (ZIPA) back in 2013.

A drone’s-eye view of the recharge basin, pump house and native plantings.

Some members of the Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee. Left to right: (back) Cr. Anne Galloway, Cr. Vicky Southworth,
Paul Hodgson, Ron Pellow. (front) Benita Wakefield, Fiona McDonald, Allen Lim, Annie McLaren, Cr. Nicole Reid

Zone description

Key Zone contacts

The Selwyn Waihora Zone covers the Selwyn District and a small piece
of Christchurch City. It includes Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere and its
catchment (including the Selwyn River / Waikirikiri, spring-fed lowland
streams, and some of the Port Hills streams), Lake Coleridge, the Rakaia
River and the upper Waimakariri basin.

Gillian Jenkins – Selwyn Waihora Zone Delivery Lead
gillian.jenkins@ecan.govt.nz | 027 706 7254

Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere and its margins are a taonga (treasure)
to Ngāi Tahu, reflecting the area’s cultural significance and the
concentration of mahinga kai, wāhi tapu and wāhi taonga.

Tami Woods – Central Zone Manager
tami.woods@ecan.govt.nz | 027 529 7761
Miria Goodwin – Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee Facilitator
miria.goodwin@ecan.govt.nz | 027 809 6991

The Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee is a joint committee of
Selwyn District Council, Christchurch City Council and Environment
Canterbury, and in the rohe of Wairewa, Rāpaki, Taumutu, Tūāhuriri,
Koukourarata and Ōnuku rūnanga.

Zone committee membership 2020
Rūnanga representatives

Annie McLaren

Les Wanhalla (Co-chair) –
Te Rūnanga o Taumutu

Paul Hodgson

Benita Wakefield –
Te Rūnanga o Wairewa

Simon Hay

Karaitiana Taiuru –
Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata
Mishele Radford –
Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke
Community members
Fiona McDonald (Co-chair)

R20/8220

Allen Lim

Ron Pellow
Council representatives
Anne Galloway
(Christchurch City Council)
Nicole Reid
(Selwyn District Council)
Vicky Southworth
(Environment Canterbury)

The Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee is a
community led committee supported by councils.

fb.com/canterburywater
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