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We all want to see our waterways improved
A reflection of the Waimakariri Zone for 2019
was encapsulated at the zone committee’s last
meeting of the year.
Community comment covered strongly held
views from both sides, Waimakariri Irrigation Ltd
presented its proposed biodiversity enhancement
programme at Burgess’s Stream, and Waimakariri
District Council reported sources of contaminants
entering the urban stormwater system.
The last three decades have seen a serious decline
in stream health and habitat in the Waimakariri.
Action is now underway to reverse that decline.

Michael Blackwell, Waimakariri
Water Zone Committee Chair

The Canterbury Water Management Strategy 2019
targets progress report shows that more than half
of our lowland streams are rated poor to very poor,
with little to no life present, due to deteriorated
water quality / quantity and loss of habitat. Gone
are the days when you could go down to the river
for a feed. Opinion on and submissions to proposed

Plan Change 7 to the Land & Water Regional Plan
(PC7) are equally polarised, but the sentiment
expressed by everyone is the same – we all want to
see the state of our waterways improved.
This sentiment formed the core of the
zone committee’s recommendations for
the Waimakariri part of PC7. The intention
behind the regulatory framework is to work
towards this goal over time. The main point of
contention is how long this should take.
During the year we welcomed to the
committee John Cooke from Kaiapoi (Ngāi
Tūāhuriri Rūnanga), Erin Harvie (also from
Kaiapoi) and Wendy Main (Oxford).
We also farewelled Grant Edge and Gary Walton.
Grant was a founding committee member and
Gary’s contribution over the last four years was
extremely valuable due to his knowledge of
farming and primary industry practice.

Key achievements 2019
• The committee’s Zone Implementation Programme Addendum (ZIPA)
was completed and presented to councils. Environment Canterbury
addressed many of the recommendations in proposed Plan Change 7
to the Canterbury Land & Water Regional Plan.
Drop-in sessions were arranged to support understanding, particularly
of the Ashley estuary (Te Aka Aka) and Coastal Protection Zone
which emerged as a planning option to help achieve the ZIPA
recommendations.

• Water management leadership in the zone continued to emerge,
particularly in the form of the Next Generation Farming Trust, which
broadened its focus to help meet future challenges.
• The zone committee committed more than $108,000 of Immediate
Steps biodiversity funding across 8 projects during the year.
• Significant progress was made on a number of technological projects
that will help address environmental bottom lines in future.

Planting to enhance native vegetation beside the Waimakariri River is creating a “corridor” for native birds and improving biodiversity.
The Waimakariri Corridor Project started five years ago and spans the Waimakariri, Christchurch West Melton and Selwyn Te Waihora
zones. It includes nine restoration projects in the Waimakariri zone alone and is already contributing to the food chain in the river system.
In 2018, the Waimakariri zone committee contributed $16,000 to two of these projects. Image shows planting at Templar’s Island.
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Delivering the community's vision for freshwater
The Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS) puts finding solutions
for freshwater management in the hands of the community, with support
from councils, Ngāi Tahu, and others. The strategy sets out freshwater
goals and targets to deliver the community’s vision for freshwater.

Each of the ten community-led water zone committees work
collaboratively to develop freshwater recommendations to ensure
council plans give effect to these goals and targets.
Within each target area there are several specific time-bound targets
to be achieved and these are monitored and reported on to ensure
progress is being made.

“To gain the greatest cultural, economic, environmental,
recreational and social benefits from our water resources
within a sustainable framework both now and for
future generations.”

The target areas are shown below – read some of the stories about what
is being done in the zone to deliver on these below and on the next page.
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Fernside stream restoration
project under way
A collaborative stream restoration project with 15 Fernside landowners
aims to improve a 1.8-kilometre waterway which flows from a springhead.
A fence has been removed and sediment cleared. Riparian planting started in spring.
The group received $49,710 of Immediate Steps funding for native plants,
plant guards and maintenance. The landowners are contributing over
$125,000 of “in-kind” resources.
Riparian planting provides shade, decreases exotic weed growth and increases
habitat. Sediment traps help increase water flow and reduce run-off.
The project is being carried out in stages. Dave Ashby sees it as a pilot to
understand the best way for different groups to work together to improve
local streams and rivers.
“We’ve all got different roles to play with one setting aside a paddock to
create a wetland and everyone giving up a bit of land.
“Hopefully in future we’ll see a significant improvement in this waterway
and the return of native species such as kēkēwai (freshwater crayfish).”

Former zone committee chair Dave Ashby and former deputy chair / new
Environment Canterbury Councillor Grant Edge at Fernside

Pines Beach wetland big
focus for zone committee
Pines Beach wetland is a 36-hectare open reedland in the Tūhautara
Coastal Park. The park incorporates 800 hectares of coastal
ecosystems from the Waimakariri River mouth to Waikuku Beach. It
supports a diverse range of biota many of which are endemic (meaning
only found in New Zealand). Some of these species, such as the pygmy
clubrush (Isolepis basilaries) and bittern/matuku hūrepo (Botaurus
poiciloptilus), are threatened.
Like many of our remaining wetlands, Pines Beach was being over
taken by woody weeds. Building on previous projects, the Te Kōhaka o
Tūhaitara Trust started an extensive weed control programme primarily
targeting willow and beggar’s tick over three years. $83,000 of funding
was committed by the zone committee from its Immediate Steps
programme towards this weed control programme. Project partners
contributed a further $41,000.
The Trust has also started planting native species that have been lost from
this wetland, which along with a comprehensive animal pest programme,
ensures that this wetland will continue to be a biodiversity hotspot.

Pines Beach wetland
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Drop-in session for
plan change
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Responding to community demand for more information on the plan change
that flowed from the Waimakariri ZIPA, the zone committee organised a
drop-in session for those potentially affected by proposed new rules in the
Asley Estuary (Te Aka Aka) and Coastal Protection Zone. This was in addition
to the 60 community sessions held while the ZIPA was being developed.
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Key changes introduced by the Waimakariri part of the plan change include:
• New water quality limits for groundwater and surface water
• Requirements for farms to further reduce nitrogen losses over time
• Increases to minimum flows for rivers and streams
• A cap on the volume of water available for allocation
• Requirements to exclude stock from a broader range of waterbodies.
A public hearing of submissions and evidence is the next step in this
process. The hearing, in front of an independent hearing panel, is likely
to be held during the first half of 2020.
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The discovery of a freshwater mussel bed in the Hunter’s Stream area
could indicate the presence of other native fish.
The mussel bed was found during a biodiversity stocktake in the
Waimakariri Irrigation Limited (WIL) scheme which uncovered more
than 200 potential biodiversity sites.
Dan Cameron of Dan Cameron Landscape Architecture said finding the
freshwater mussels was “encouraging”.
His report identified Burgess’s Stream, Hunter’s Stream and the Old Eyre
River as key areas for potential biodiversity projects.
Dan also identified the Cust River as a future greenway due to its role as
a major river corridor through the irrigation scheme.
The zone committee said it was “great” to see an irrigation company
taking the lead on biodiversity.
“It is creating a connected overview of possible environmental enhancements
that will have a wide-reaching impact on our local waterways".

Freshwater mussel bed could indicate the presence of native fish.

Future challenges and opportunities
The Waimakariri zone is at a watershed in terms of its water management.
We have come a long way having delivered our ZIPA, seen it translated into
a proposed plan and advancing with some effective on-the-ground actions.
Now is the time to listen to our community again and move forward
with our solutions programme for the next three years. A big part of this
will be implementation of the ZIPA and the final form of Plan Change 7,
which should be known next year.
The zone committee will be focusing on working with community groups
to consider catchment-specific solutions to water management.
The committee would also like to see improved monitoring of waterways
to better understand emerging contaminant risks.
Of the 90 recommendations in the ZIPA most are non-regulatory. These will
need support from both councils and the community if they are to be effective.
Funding is critical to making progress. The whole community and
the private sector have a role to play. The zone committee can offer
Immediate Steps funding, but more is needed.
Recommendation 3.25 of the ZIPA calls for targeted rating to direct funding to
our waterways. The committee hopes that new councillors in both councils
recognise the importance of work needed and prioritise accordingly. We also
need large contributions from industry and central government.

And of course we now have some strong policy signals coming from
central government, via Action for Healthy Waterways, for more big
water management changes to come - most of which the Waimakariri
community is already facing.
With this proposed framework we need to look at issues through a
different lens that lists priorities in a different way. Working together as
a community, we should focus on section 1.1:
“The health and wellbeing of the water will be put first in decision
making. Providing for human needs, such as drinking, will be second;
other uses will be third.”
With its refreshed membership, the zone committee will be looking to
increase the momentum and establish, working in collaboration with
the community, where it can make the most difference.
There are so many opportunities; priority setting and effective planning will
be crucial. Community-driven catchment management plans may be a good
way to advance water quality improvement via rehabilitation work such as
streamside planting, wetland creation and improving fencing setbacks. The
zone committee started developing ideas for sub-catchment planning and
action with the Taranaki community, and will continue this in 2020.

The zone committee responsible for developing the Zone Implementation Programme: David Ashby, Claire McKay, Sandra Stewart, Judith Roper-Lindsay, Carolyne Latham,
Grant Edge, Michael Blackwell, Gary Walton, Cameron Henderson.

Zone description

Key Zone contacts

The Waimakariri Zone boundaries are similar to those of the Waimakariri
District Council. The zone lies north of the Waimakariri River and extends
from Pegasus Bay in the east to the Puketeraki Range in the west.

Andrew Arps -North Canterbury Zone Manager
Andrew.Arps@ecan.govt.nz | 027 554 4007

Much of the land to the eastern part of the zone is naturally subject to
poor drainage and occasional flooding.
The rivers, streams, lagoons and wetlands have always been important
places and a food basket for Ngāi Tūāhuriri. The zone is part of the
Rūnanga’s takiwā.

Murray Griffin - Waimakariri Water Zone Committee Facilitator
Murray.Griffin@ecan.govt.nz | 027 705 4798
Marco Cataloni – North Canterbury Zone Lead
Marco.Cataloni@ecan.govt.nz | 027 241 7951

Zone committee membership
Michael Blackwell, Chair*
Community member

David Ashby*
Community member

Cameron Henderson,
Deputy Chair
Community member

John Cooke
Rūnanga representative
Ngāi Tūāhuriri

Carolyne Latham
Community member

Arapata Reuben
Rūnanga representative
Ngāi Tūāhuriri

Judith Roper-Lindsay
Community member
Erin Harvie
Community member
Wendy Main
Community member

Sandra Stewart
Waimakariri District
Councillor
Claire McKay
Environment Canterbury
Councillor

*Michael Blackwell replaced David Ashby as Chair part way through the year

The Waimakariri Water Zone Committee is a community
led committee supported by councils.
ecan.govt.nz/water
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