Selwyn-Waihora Zone Committee (Water Management)

98TH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
SELWYN-WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE
TO BE HELD IN THE TAI TAPU
COMMUNITY CENTRE
722 Old Tai Tapu Road
ON TUESDAY 3 MARCH 2020
AT 2PM

"If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water..."
Loran Eisely, US Author
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98th Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee - Outline of Agenda
DATE:

TUESDAY 3 March 2020

TIME:

2pm – 5.15pm

VENUE:

Tai Tapu Community Centre

Item Time
2pm

2.05pm

Description

Pages Presenter

Meeting commences with karakia and formal order of
business:
• Apologies
• Identification of Urgent General Business
General Public Contribution

1

2.10pm

The Story of Selwyn Waihora’s Targeted Stream
Augmentation Project

2

2.45pm

Environment Canterbury zone Team Update

3

3.15pm

Zone Facilitator’s Report

4

3.30pm
3.45pm

Afternoon Tea Break
2020 committee Action Plan

5

4.15pm

Crafting a communications plan for 2020

9
10 - 18

19 - 60

61

62
6

4.45pm

5.15pm

Formal order of business:
• Confirmation of minutes September 2019
•

Update from Zone Committee members on
activities and meetings attended that relate to the
Committee’s outcomes for the zone

•

Correspondence

Approximate finish time

63 - 69

Brett Painter,
Environment
Canterbury
Johannes
Welsch,
Environment
Canterbury
Miria Goodwin
Environment
Canterbury
Miria Goodwin
Environment
Canterbury
Andrew
Livingstone,
Environment
Canterbury
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Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee
Declaration of Interests Register – as at January 2020
Keeping a Zone Committee Members’ declarations of interest register allows Zone Committees
to identify and manage a conflict of interest when it arises.
The Office of the Auditor General notes a conflict of interest can arise when: “A member’s or
official’s duties or responsibilities to a public entity could be affected by some other interest or
duty that the member or official may have.” 1
If a member is in any doubt as to whether or not they have a conflict of interest, then the
Member should seek guidance from Catherine Schache (General Counsel, Environment
Canterbury), the Zone Facilitator and/or refer to the following guidance:
https://www.oag.govt.nz/2010/lamia
Types of Interest to be documented in the register:
•
•
•
•

Employment, trade or profession carried on by the Member or the Member’s spouse
for profit or gain
Company, trust, partnership etc for which the Member or their spouse is a director,
partner or trustee, or a shareholder of more than 10% shares
Address of any land in which the Member has a beneficial interest and which is in the
area of the Zone Committee
The address of any land where the landlord is Environment Canterbury or [Name of
TLA/s] and:
o

The Member or their spouse is a tenant;
Or

the land is tenanted by a firm in which the Member or spouse is a partner, a company
of which the Member or spouse is a director, or a Trust of which the Member or
spouse is a Trustee.
•
•

Any other matters which the public might reasonably regard as likely to influence the
Member’s actions during the course of their duties as a Member.
Any contracts held between the Member or the Member’s spouse and Environment
Canterbury or [name of TLA/s]. Including contracts in which the Member or their
spouse is a partner, a company of which the spouse is a director and/or holds more
than 10% in shares, or a Trust of which the Member or their spouse is a trustee (noting
that no committee member should be a party to a contract with Environment
Canterbury or the relevant TLA if that value is more than $25,000 per annum)

Zone Committee members need to ensure that the information contained in this register is
accurate and complete.

1

Office of the Auditor General Good Practice Guide – Managing Conflicts of Interest: Guidance for public
entities

5

6

Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
Register of Interest
Zone Committee
Member
Cr Vicky Southworth
ECan

Interest(s)
Councillor, Environment Canterbury Regional Council

Cr Anne Galloway CCC

Councillor, Christchurch City Council

Simon Hay

Nothing to declare

Paul Hodgson

•

NZ Salmon Anglers Association Committee member

Cr Nicole Reid SDC

•

Councillor, Selwyn District Council

Allen Lim

•
•

Director of Jade Garden Produce Ltd, Island Horticulture Ltd, Horticulture Canterbury Growers Society Inc.,
Vegetable New Zealand Inc.
Committee member of Freshwater Leaders Group, NZGAP

•

Co-chair of Education Outdoors NZ

Fiona McDonald
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Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
Register of Interest
Zone Committee
Member

Interest(s)
•
•
•
•

Board member of Recreation Aotearoa
Committee member of the Castle Hill Village Association (a committee of SDC)
Lead Auditor for QualWorx
Self-employed

Annie McLaren

•

Synlait Milk Ltd Area Manager (Selwyn, Waimakariri and Culverden)

Ron Pellow

•

•

National Manager Farms, AgResearch Limited. AgResearch owns farm land at Lincoln (and across NZ). The Lincoln
research farm is primarily used for forage and livestock research.
AgResearch is a co-owner (with MPI and FANZ) in Overseer, and AgR scientists undertake research related to
livestock systems, nutrient cycling and related activities.
Former Executive Director SIDDC, which manages the Lincoln University Demonstration Dairy Farm.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wairewa representative and Chair, Banks Peninsula CWMS
Selwyn- Te Waihora CWMS representative on the Regional committee
Ngai Tahu representative on the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms (HSNO) Board
Ngai Tahu representative on the Aoraki-Canterbury Conservation Board
Wairewa representative for the Ahuriri Lagoon wetlands project
Wairewa representative on the Te Paiherenga Tuia Board, ECAN
Wairewa representative on Nga Papatipu Rūnanga Board, Ngai Tahu.
First and foremost returning good health and mauri O Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere
Kaitiakitunga ,Archaeology
Whakapapa, genealogy
Rugby league, Life member, honorary south Kiwi.

•

Karaitiana Taiuru

Benita Wakefield

Les Wanhalla
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Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
Register of Interest
Zone Committee
Member

Interest(s)
•

NO conflict of interests
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 1

SUBJECT MATTER:
The story of Selwyn-Waihora’s Targeted Stream
Augmentation Project

REPORT BY: Dr Brett Painter, Environment
Canterbury

DATE OF MEETING: 3 March 2020

Summary
Dr Brett Painter will discuss ‘the story’ of Selwyn Waihora’s Targeted Stream Augmentation Project,
including its history, current status, and future plans. Brett will also discuss the Selwyn Waihora Zone
Committee’s Governance role in this project.
For
a
paper
that
provides
useful
prior
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40899-017-0188-2

reading,

please

see

Zone Committee actions:
Please come prepared for this session by reading the paper at the above link, and consider:
•
•
•

Any questions you have for Brett Painter about the project or your Governance role
Any suggestions you have about the committee’s engagement/involvement with this project
in 2020
Any suggestions you have about communicating information about this project with the
community

10

AGENDA ITEM NO:

2

SUBJECT MATTER:
Environment Canterbury Zone Team Update

REPORT BY: Johannes Welsch, Environment DATE OF MEETING: 3 March 2020
Canterbury

Environment Canterbury Zone Team update

Purpose:
To update the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee on work carried out by Environment Canterbury’s
Selwyn Waihora Zone Team in Quarter 2 (October-December) of the 2019/20 Financial year, outline
2020 priorities, and answer any questions the Zone Committee has.
Attachments and links:
•
•
•
•

The Quarter 2 report is attached and will be taken as read. Questions and comments are
welcomed
Environment Canterbury’s 2018/19 Biodiversity projects snapshot is attached
Link to Environment Canterbury’s Compliance Monitoring and Incident Response 2018/19
Annual Report https://www.ecan.govt.nz/your-region/your-environment/water/whatshappening-in-my-water-zone/selwyn-waihora-zone/ [At the very bottom of the page].
Regional snapshots can be found here: https://www.ecan.govt.nz/data/documentlibrary/?ids=3696749,3456272,3456270 (for Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement) and
here:
https://www.ecan.govt.nz/data/document-library/?ids=3696742,3455049,3456271
(for Incident Response)

Update:
Johannes will introduce himself and any relevant members of the team, summarise the role of the
zone team, discuss any current issues, describe 2020 priorities, and discuss future committee updates.
Zone Committee action:
1. Read the attached Quarter 2 report and bring any questions to the meeting
2. Come prepared to discuss future Zone Team updates, including
a. topics you’d like discussion or updates on
b. frequency and type of update
c. ideas for ways that the committee can help the zone team progress their work
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Selwyn Waihora - Work Programme Progress Update for Quarter 2 (Oct-Dec) FY2019/20
Selwyn Waihora Work Programme Summary:
-

Whakaora Te Ahuriri wetland project is progressing well with terrestrial and aquatic plants planted and progressing
Zone committee is reviewing the draft of the Waikirikiri working group as well as the stock take/reporting back draft for the Selwyn Waihora zone
The zone committee is building relationships with neighboring committees and its community in west Melton and Waimakariri through field trips and shared sessions to listen
and learn as well as end of year BBQs
Immediate steps funding for FY2019/20 is fully allocated and projects are progressing well.
The Near River Recharge, Broadacres – weir and Haldon Pastures Mudfish barrier are all highly innovative projects which are on track and progressing well to find new
solutions to today’s problems for water quality, quantity and sustainable land use with conservation in mind.

SW-O-44 - A Healthy Te Waihora and Lowland Streams

SW-M-118
In-lake and near-lake interventions and solutions
packages

On Schedule

Achievements:
In 2019/2020, there are 10 projects in the Whakaora Te Waihora programme in collaboration with
Environment Canterbury and others which are:
- Whakaora Te Ahuriri is A significant project to improve the health of Te Waihora. The on-the-ground
project work started with a blessing of the site by Te Taumutu Rūnanga in early summer and engineering
and earthworks were completed early 2019.
- Hui with stakeholders to discuss the updated nutrient model for Te Waihora and scenarios for in-lake
activities;
- Trial establishment of macrophyte beds (delivered by NIWA): Discussions are underway with Te Taumutu
Rūnanga and Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga for the proposed translocation and re-introduction of
kōrepo/Ruppia megacarpa from Ashworths Ponds north to Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere.
- Whakaora Te Waikēkēwai (the Restoration of Waikēkēwai Stream);
- Maintenance of priority, riparian planted sites; and,
- the Kids Discovery Plant-out.
Weedstrike Force
o For the Weed Strike Force for willow control (delivered by the Department of Conservation) is preparing
for year 2 action on the ground,
Whakaora Te Waikēkēwai
o For riparian planting and weed control along Waikekewai Stream
- ECan's water monitoring programme;
- Maintenance of plantings at Ahuriri Lagoon;
- Greenpark Sands wetland restoration project;
Kaituna - currently on hold due to lack of resourcing
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Cultural Land Values Management Area:
- Key project for the zone team is still the land use consent programme in the Cultural Land Values
Management Area (CLVMA). The lake edge programme around Te Waihora is now completed. All farms
have been visited, maps and advice shared and discussed. Landowners have already completed the
consenting process or have fenced off wetlands.
- Recently started engagement with CPW to develop a strategy of rolling out mahinga kai across the
command area
Update on land use consent statistics:
Issued Land Use (s9) - Farming consents as at 20 December 2019: Total 325 issued to date with currently
46 applications lodged
Community Drop-ins:
o Regular high turn-out at the Leeston and Darfield drop-in sessions with consent planners and regular
pre-consent meetings
o Biodiversity – primarily advice, because biodiversity protection in CLVMA is a consent condition.
Muriwai / Coopers Lagoon:
Currently on hold – Pou Mātai Kō and team are aware of the significance of the area for Te Taumutu
Rūnanga but are waiting timeframes for next steps to initiate this conversation and engage

SW-M-120
Improved water quantity and quality in lower Waikirikiri / On Schedule
Selwyn river

Achievements:
Water quality:
Swimmable Selwyn @ Coes Ford project in collaboration with landowners, Selwyn District Council,
industry groups, CAREX and the Water & Wildlife Habitat Trust across the Silverstream catchment. Year 2
will see further hotspot mitigation, wetland and springheads enhancement as well as sediment capture
and reduction work. The zone team is supporting CRL research trial site for (tile drain) nitrate removing
bioreactors. In addition, significant work is being done by the Environment Canterbury science team
around water quality monitoring. The recreation project on Snake Creek, by the Water & Wildlife Habitat
Trust, stage 3 is happening.
Potential wetland Coes Ford Working Group meeting monthly. Trial site for (tile drain) nitrate removing
bioreactor identified.
Biodiversity:
Supporting F&G along Snake Creek
The work of the Pou Mātai Kō with industry partners has led to successful upskilling and understanding of
mahinga kai values across the farming and land owner sector through farm shed talks. The advisor intends

13

to further educate landowners and industry groups to help with the land use consenting process and
auditing process in the future
Broadacres TSA project:
Temporary weir constructed to enable release of mudfish in a reach separated from the springs area,
which requires habitat improvements once the springs dry naturally. Below the temporary weir an offchannel pond has been constructed and planted for optimal juvenile mudfish habitat. Mudfish release will
occur once DOC authorization has been granted.
Selwyn/Waikirikiri Near River Recharge project:
Construction completed, and valves successfully commissioned. Formal project opening will follow phase 1
planting and full commissioning in Autumn 2020
Silverstream catchment:
-- Collaborate with Wildlife Habitat Trust around Snake Creek Restoration project to completion in 2020 2.3 km now complete, McGrath spring planted (ECan funding),
- Scoping projects near Coes ford with wetland focus for future potential of Immediate steps funding
Selwyn zone:
- provide support to and promote the Living Water project to completion in 2020 - priorities L2 catchment,
drain management/consents SDC, Tarerekautuku/Yarrs lagoon,
- on-farm FEP/GMP progress.

SW-O-45 - Healthy Lowland Streams

SW-M-122
Land use consent, Industry, GMP and audit follow up

On Schedule

Achievements:
First few C grade audits being followed up by land management advisors and compliance staff as required,
as well as direct collaboration with industry support for landowners
o Campaign follow up to identify any missing FLU applications or people on waitlists with consultants and
N budgets is ongoing
o Community drop-ins held at Leeston and Darfield. This includes consent planners attending Leeston
drop-in, which is valuable for both Zone Delivery staff and the community.

SW-O-47 - Healthy Hill-Fed Streams
SW-M-124
Hororata biodiversity corridor

On Schedule

Achievements:
Hororata biodiversity corridor protection and enhancement, including mudfish habitat restoration and
monitoring key projects progressing
Successful mudfish protection barrier opening last year with monitoring in the planning for early 2020
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Site visits for FY20 IMS projects in Hororata corridor ongoing with several projects approved. Continued
development of these projects (including wetlands, corridors and springs) will support the vision of a ki uta
ki tai.
SW-O-48 - High Country Values
Achievements:
A joint field trip by the Waimakariri and Selwyn Waihora zone committee was the starting point for
conversations around recreation and biodiversity in the upper Waimakariri catchment.

SW-M-126
High value high-country biodiversity projects

On Schedule

Two joint IMS projects with University of Canterbury have started. One aims to protect St Bernard’s
Wetland near Cass via weed control and the other is stage 3 of the Grasmere stream willow removal
project. IMS is also funding a weed control project in the Upper Waikirikiri at Quartz Hill Station focused
on protecting a QEII covenanted area.
A CBS funded project collaborating with DOC and WERT at Lake Lyndon has been completed. The project
created a protective fencing around the perimeter of the lake by the car park and installed signs at both
end of the lake informing lake visitors of the biodiversity values at the lake. Currently working on a story
with Communications

SW-O-49 - Access to Safe Drinking Water
SW-M-127
Ensure NZ Drinking water quality and quantity community On Schedule
wide

Achievements:
Selwyn District Council (SDC) actively promotes sustainable use of water. Water metering is a big part of
this process, as is summer water use education messaging.
98.4% of Council network has water meters installed.

SW-O-50 - Embrace Kaitiakitanga - supporting the protection of resources within the urban and rural areas within the zone
Achievements:

SW-M-128
Engage with kaitiakitanga and Mahinga Kai throughout the On Schedule
zone

- Presentation by ECan at Mahinga kai conference on: Giving effect to Mātauranga Māori and Mahinga Kai
values in Canterbury
- Proactive work with various industry bodies (incl. Synlait, Federated Farmers, Ravensdown, et al)
- Just started working with CPW around a strategic roll out of Mahinga kai across command area
- Region-wide work to upskill land management advisory on aspects of mahinga kai
- Highly successful TedTalk
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SW-O-52 - Our community is fully engaged in protecting our waterways and environment
Achievements:
Spring Kids’ Discovery Plantout (KDP) support by zone team staff and zone committee members was great.
Biodiversity advisor is also working the KDP team around opportunities involving restoration and funding
options.
SW-M-134
Community and stakeholder leadership

On Schedule

The zone team is working on a better aligned relationship with Selwyn District Council - recently build new
connections with compliance team and environmental health
- Compliance pathways still a work in progress
The zone committee is currently reviewing the draft of the Waikirikiri working group as well as the stock
take/reporting back draft for the Selwyn Waihora zone.

SW-O-53 - We effectively manage Compliance Monitoring Enforcement within the zone
Achievements:
The Zone Team has tailored the 2019/20 monitoring to include key consents across the zone based on risk,
priority and environmental impact – we have undertaken a significant amount of work to ensure the list
includes our zone’s key priority consents. This will help ensure we are monitoring and reporting on key
activities.
The key monitoring themes are waste water, stormwater, drinking water, discharge to air and land, gravel
takes, meat works, resource extraction works and land use operations.
SW-M-132
Deliver Regional Significant Consent - CME Priorities

On Schedule

Key project now is assessing compliance of water data takes for the past irrigation season
o Seasonal preemptive site visits of land developments and other potential sediment risk sites to work
with site managers on best practice during shoulder season of the year.
o Incident response: primarily odour and dust are key areas of focus. Seasonal odour and dust work have
started early with a mild winter and several warmer days already. Farming side of things very quiet with
the Farming Land Use Consent audits progressing
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Photo: Ngutu parore / Wrybill

Biodiversity
projects snapshot
2018/19

New Zealand’s isolation, diverse habitats and climate
has resulted in a high number of endemic species – our
indigenous biodiversity is internationally recognised and
is central to our social and cultural identity. However, this
indigenous biodiversity has been affected by humans and
continues to decline across Canterbury and New Zealand.

management; working with others – future delivery; and
leading by example – our land, our people. These principles
have all been considered in how we initiate, develop and
implement biodiversity projects in Canterbury.

Threats to indigenous biodiversity in Canterbury include
introduced pests and continuing land use change and
intensification. In response, indigenous biodiversity has
been identified by Environment Canterbury as one of
the two strategic priorities and this year two new work
programmes were added – wetlands and braided rivers.

• 153 projects completed in 2018/19

To achieve a step-change in effort to halt the decline and
restore the natural character of degraded indigenous
habitats and ecosystems, Environment Canterbury’s priority
is to focus first on protecting and maintaining what remains.
Our guiding principles – how we work – follow four tenets:
action for priority ecosystems; smart information use and

Project summary
• 149 ongoing projects
• 47 projects were initiated in 2018/19 (note: some of
these projects were completed in 2018/19)
• 84% of completed projects were protection/
enhancement projects. 16% were creation/community
engagement projects
• For every $1 from Environment Canterbury, $0.91 was
contributed from other sources
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Key project data 2018/19

Case studies

Over the 2018/19 financial year the Regional Biodiversity team and Zone Delivery Biodiversity Officers developed
and delivered biodiversity projects. The development and delivery of these projects closely followed the tenets;
Engagement with willing landowners and strategic partners, use of the best available tools and information to inform
our work, and delivery of on-the-ground action on priority ecosystems.

The below highlights just some of the amazing on-the-ground work that relates to three of our priority areas.

Braided rivers

Other water bodies

Black-fronted terns are
just one of the endangered
endemic birds that rely on
Canterbury’s braided rivers

Terrestrial

Canterbury galaxias is one
of the rare native species
benefiting from biodiversity
projects in Canterbury

Nature of projects 2018/19

Wetlands

South Canterbury supports
the only known long-tailed
bat population on the East
Coast of the South Island

The Australasian bittern/
matuku is a critically
endangered wetland bird
that faces habitat loss due
to the loss of wetlands

Funding source of projects 2018/19
Creation/Community
16% (25 projects)

Funds from
Environment Canterbury

Protection/Enhancement

Funds from other sources

52% ($2,351,021)

84% (128 projects)

48% ($2,140,096)

2

Kaikoura Zone

4

4

Region wide

Selwyn Waihora Zone

1

13 4

Hurunui Waiau Zone

4

7

1

6

2

Upper Waitaki Zone

7

Waimakariri Zone

3

1

2

Christchurch West Melton Zone

1

7

4

1

Banks Peninsula Zone

16 6
4

1

Ongoing projects

26

Lower Waitaki Zone

4

3

83

19

21

Completed projects

24

73

34
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Key data from completed 2018/19 projects

Weed control
23,310 ha

Pest control
area
334 ha

This was the fourth year of the Waiau Toa/Clarence River
black-fronted tern safe-breeding project. Flooding was
a major factor this season. However, despite this, the
management helped an additional four to five chicks per
10 nests survive to flying age across the three seasons
since full implementation. The project will finish in 2020.

BRaid (Braided River Aid)
The BRaid project helped raise stakeholder awareness
and knowledge by developing and maintaining extensive
resources (workshops, website, newsletters) and
increased support for braided river projects across the
region through education materials, predator control
workshops, braided river bird surveys, signs, specific
projects and awards.

Fish habitat
improved
8,384 m 2

Natural fish
passages
enabled
5

Number of
plants
100,893

Te Waihora Weed Strikeforce

Wetlands Action Plans

This was the first year of the joint project between
Environment Canterbury, Whakaora Te Waihora and the
Department of Conservation to deliver co-ordinated weed
control in the wetland margins around Te Waihora/Lake
Ellesmere. In year one weed control work was undertaken
over 794 hectares and focused on grey willow, crack willow,
purple loosestrife, phalaris and yellow flag iris, plus control
of understorey weeds such as elder, blackberry, gorse and
hawthorne.

This first year of the wetlands programme provided
assistance to 12 wetland projects, with particular attention
to fencing and weed control. Wetland Action Plans were
developed in consultation with landowners, setting clear
expectations for improving and protecting wetland values.
A key objective for the development of an action plan is to
engage landowners with the values their wetlands hold, in
addition to the ecosystem services they provide.

Fish Habitat

Orari Temuka Opihi Pareora Zone

3

Waiau Toa/Clarence River Black-Fronted Tern safebreeding project

Wetlands once covered large areas of New Zealand. Now they are some of our rarest and most at-risk ecosystems, with
approximately 90% having been lost in the last 150 years in Canterbury. Wetlands provide a habitat for a diverse range
of plants and animals and are home to many rare and threatened species (eg, Australasian bittern, Canterbury mudfish,
whitebait and eels).

1

Ashburton Zone

2 16 6

Canterbury’s braided rivers are home to many threatened species and link the mountains to the sea – ki uta ki tai. Our
iconic braided rivers are unique in the world and are an integral part of the landscape that Cantabrians feel passionate
about and want to look after.

Wetlands

Number of completed projects by zone 2018/19

14 3

Braided Rivers

Planting area
31 ha

Fencing
55,665 m

Partners from across the region, including landowners, community groups, DOC and Environment Canterbury are
involved with the Regional Fish Habitat Initiative. The initiative provides a coordinated regionwide approach to
identifying, prioritising and remediating fish habitats, with a focus on tuna/longfin eels and fish passage. This year eight
fish habitat/passage projects were delivered, with nine projects ongoing.

Haldon Pastures Mudfish Project

Orari Flood Flaps

This project in the Selwyn-Waihora zone features a
Southern Hemisphere first – a solar-powered electric fish
barrier, designed to prevent predation of native mudfish.
The electric barrier allows mudfish to expand into the
lower reaches of the site – increasing their habitat tenfold to 8,000m2 in the Selwyn-Waihora catchment.
Key to the success was the collaboration between
Environment Canterbury, DOC, landowners and industry.

This project involved collaboration with river engineers
to replace a floodgate and culvert that allows waterflow
through a stopbank between the Old Orari lagoon and
wetland system and into the Orari River. The floodgate
was a barrier to some fish species, including inanga.
The replacement flood flaps are fish-friendly and use a
counterweight to delay when they are closed. The gate
aperture is increased, which ensures it is open wider and
for longer, allowing for easier access, especially on an
incoming tide.
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Biodiversity on our land
Environment Canterbury is determined to lead by
example and increase biodiversity protection and
restoration on our land. The outcomes we seek are
continued examples of biodiversity protection and
restoration on Environment Canterbury land; and that
Environment Canterbury staff regularly propose projects
for biodiversity protection and enhancement across
Canterbury, regardless of their role and responsibilities.

Working with the community
Environment Canterbury manages Canterbury’s
natural resources in an integrated, comprehensive and
forward-looking way. We work closely with community
organisations, mana whenua, businesses, industry sectors,
schools, health boards and other organisations and people.
When we work together, we can achieve the outcomes we
all want for the region.
The Environment Canterbury Community Partnership
Strategy sets out how we will work with community
organisations and what success looks like.

Key achievements

• Networking - The kaupapa of this cross-organisational
approach is to create space for sharing experiences,
resources and tips among people working for
environmentally focused organisations in Greater
Christchurch. This year, four hui were held on
managing volunteers, health & safety, fundraising 101,
and information and technology.
• Webpage - There is now clear information online
for the community on what projects and initiatives
Environment Canterbury can offer support for and how
funding can be requested (ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/
support/).

Examples of operational project work on
Environment Canterbury-owned land:

• Active management of 242 hectares of remnant
vegetation and wetland habitat along the
Waimakariri River, including the 45-hectare
Sanctuary Wetland.
• Lower Waimakariri native braided river bird
programme, which aims to promote breeding
success using targeted predator trapping,
monitoring of specific breeding colonies,
controlling public access around colonies,
and awareness and promotion campaigns.
• Direct project management and outcome monitoring
at key high value sites, such as Kowhai Bush, Stour
River Reserves and the West Melton Reserves.
• The Whakaora Te Waihora programme is delivering
projects that improve biodiversity values, including
on Environment Canterbury land around Te Waihora/
Lake Ellesmere (tewaihora.org/welcome-tautimai/).
One such project is the Whakaora Te Ahuriri
project, which is creating a constructed wetland
that involves the installation of 130,000 plants
(tewaihora.org/whakaora-te-ahuriri/).

• Funding - We provided financial support to several
community projects, including North Loburn School
community trap library.

Photo above: North Loburn School talking about trapping project in
QEII covenant at BFEA Field Day 2019 at Whiterock Mains, Rangiora

Facilitating sustainable development
in the Canterbury region

www.ecan.govt.nz
E19/7588
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AGENDA ITEM NO:

3

REPORT BY: Miria Goodwin, Environment
Canterbury

SUBJECT MATTER:
Zone Facilitator’s Report
DATE OF MEETING: 3 March 2020

Topics covered:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Changes to committee members
Zone Committee representative on Rakaia Catchment Environmental Enhancement Fund
Upcoming events
Progress on ‘actions from meeting’

1. Changes to committee members:

Since the last formal meeting of the Committee two new elected representatives have been
appointed to the Committee. Cr Nicole Reid from Selwyn District Council and Cr Vicky
Southworth from Environment Canterbury.
Cr Anne Galloway from Christchurch City Council continues with the Committee.
Our rūnanga representative from Ngāti Wheke, Kylie-Jane Phillips has resigned from the
committee. Michelle Radford will be joining the committee soon.
Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee has six rūnanga representatives, with two vacant seats. Our
rūnanga reps and Tangata Whenua Facilitator Stephen Bragg are working hard on filling these
vacancies.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Te Taumutu Rūnanga (Les Wanhalla)
Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata (Karaitiana Taiuru)
Wairewa Rūnanga (Benita Wakefield)
Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke (Michelle Radford)
Ōnuku Rūnanga (vacant)
Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga (vacant)

2. Zone Committee representative on Rakaia Catchment Environmental Enhancement Fund
(RCEEF)
The Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee has a representative on the RCEEF, involving an annual
meeting to allocate funds. Councillor Murray Lemon was the former representative and with his
departure, the committee needs a new rep.
At the 28 January Committee Workshop, the committee agreed that Simon Hay would be the
new representative, especially for the close link he would bring as a member of the Committee’s
IMS Biodiversity sub-group.
Simon will keep the committee updated on progress, and RCEEF have offered to come to a future
zone committee meeting to talk about the work they do.
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3. Upcoming events
DATE
Thursday 12 March (ECan)
Wednesday 25 March (CCC)
Wednesday 22 April (SDC)
February-March-April 2020

25 March
8-9 June
8 July
18-23 October

EVENT
Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee Annual Report presentations
to councils
Les will do first one, volunteers for others?
From about February to April, local Councils will hold
consultation and engagement on draft Annual Plans
2020/21. Committee members can submit as individuals.
Facilitators will send through information from councils as
we receive it (See further information from CCC attached).
Zone Committee’s quarterly update to Christchurch City
Council
WaterShed Conference for Zone Committee members 2020
(Save the Date e-mail coming soon]
Braided Rivers 2020 Symposium, Lincoln University (Invite sent
by e-mail to committee)
11th Intecol International Wetlands Conference, Ōtautahi
Christchurch
[Councillor Vicky Southworth to provide
committee with more information]

4. Progress on ‘actions from meeting’
Name
ECan
SWZC
Facilitator

Zone
Committee

Action
3 March 2020 update
Provide progress report against ZIP Addendum
Draft completed, committee
(and Selwyn Te Waihora Plan) outcomes/targets members to send facilitator
comments as soon as possible
Series of Actions from 2019:
Still required?
Facilitator working on when to
• Invite DairyNZ to future meeting to
schedule these in 2020
present on large catchment project
relating to dairy farms
• Arrange update on monitoring of water
quality – where and how it is done
• Arrange briefing on water balance for
the zone
• Await next steps from Wildlife Habitat
Trust for zone committee involvement
in future biodiversity work/funding
options
Attached, requires sign-off
• Seek committee sign-off on Annual
Report 2019
Update attached
• Progress recommendations in
Committee needs to identify
Waikirikiri Report
next steps
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•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Consider how and when to have
strategic biodiversity conversations

5. List of attachments

IMS update attached
Committee needs to identify
next steps

[For approval] Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee Annual Report 2019
[For discussion] Waikirikiri/Selwyn River Plan Working Group update
[For information] Letter of thanks sent to Waikirikiri Working Group
[For discussion] Immediate Steps Update for Selwyn Waihora Zone
Committee
[for information, part of attachment 4] IMS proposed projects November
2019
[For information] Christchurch City Council information on draft Annual Plan
2020/21
[For information] Te Ara Kakariki Kids Discovery Plant-out 2019 Annual
Report, featuring Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee involvement
[For information] Regional Committee Paper 11 Feb: Update on CWMS Fit
for the Future project and key central government initiatives

Selwyn Waihora
Water Zone Committee
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2019 Annual Report
Co-Chair Column
Kia ora. I’d like to acknowledge the contribution
of all members of our committee to what has
been a busy year. Paul Hodgson’s leadership
of the Selwyn Waikirikiri Working Group has
resulted in some strong ideas for us to focus
on in the next few years, and with elections in
October we congratulated Councillors Murray
Lemon and Anne Galloway on their re-election.
It was with great sadness that we farewelled
our long-standing rūnanga member Uncle
George Tikao who passed away during the year.

Les Wanhalla,
Selwyn Waihora Water Zone
Committee Co-Chair

Co-chairing the committee with Megan has
been great – our different ages, backgrounds
and skills has meant we come together to
form a richer understanding of shared values,
issues and actions. We all celebrated the
birth of Megan’s son Jack, and her election to
Environment Canterbury.

A real highlight for me this year was working
with schools – nurturing the younger
generations is so important and I really enjoyed
planting trees with several different schools.
Seeing our committee embracing the experience
of gathering and processing mahinga kai by
catching tuna at Wairewa was so good to
see. We thank Iaean Cranwell and Benita
Wakefield for hosting us at Wairewa marae.
Finally, I’d like to acknowledge the efforts of all in
the Selwyn Waihora community for the actions
they have taken to contribute to help achieve
the vision of the CWMS. We still have much
to do but we are on the journey, and we know
where we are going … Early next year we’ll have
our 100th formal meeting – we look forward to
seeing our community throughout the zone.

Key achievements 2019
• Zone committee members got involved and joined Selwyn
Enviroschools on their Te Ara Kākariki kids’ discovery planting days.
Both the committee members and the students appreciated the
opportunity to learn from each other and feel encouraged about the
future of biodiversity in the zone.
• It was a very productive year for biodiversity in the zone. The zone
committee allocated more than $100,000 of Immediate Steps
Biodiversity Funding to 15 projects.
• The Selwyn Waikirikiri Working Group (set up by the zone
committee) completed its roadmap to help improve the health of
the river. The zone committee has received the working group’s final
report and will incorporate its findings into future work programmes.

• The committee’s Swimmable Selwyn at Coes Ford project is progressing
well, with hotspot mitigation, protection and enhancement of multiple
springheads, sediment capture, and water quality monitoring. This
project is a good example of collaboration in the zone with multiple
parties involved including Environment Canterbury, Selwyn District
Council, industry groups, landowners, CAREX and the Water and
Wildlife Habitat Trust across the Silverstream catchment. The
committee is excited about a potential new Coes Ford wetland.
• Committee members have worked hard to encourage more action within
the zone by attending numerous planting days, field-trips, and conferences,
and by holding their meetings throughout the zone this year as well as
writing several community newsletters. They’ve also invited neighbouring
zone committees Banks Peninsula, Christchurch West-Melton and
Waimakariri to join them on field-trips or attend their meetings.

A combination of reused material and new technology work to deliver a solution to protect a rare taonga species. In 2019, the Haldon Pastures
Mudfish Barrier was created on a farm in Hororata, the first of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. It protects one of the most significant
populations of critically endangered Kōwaro/Canterbury mudfish by keeping trout from the upper reaches of the catchment. An array of solar
panels provides energy that creates a current through old railway lines laid across the stream bed, stopping trout from accessing a large area of
streams and springheads that feed the Waikirikiri/Selwyn river, and providing a safe nursery for the kōwaro.

Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee
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Delivering the community's vision for freshwater
The Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS) puts finding solutions
for freshwater management in the hands of the community, with support
from councils, Ngāi Tahu, and others. The strategy sets out freshwater
goals and targets to deliver the community’s vision for freshwater.

“To gain the greatest cultural, economic, environmental,
recreational and social benefits from our water resources
within a sustainable framework both now and for
future generations.”

Each of the ten community-led water zone committees works
collaboratively to develop freshwater recommendations to ensure
council plans give effect to these goals and targets.
Within each target area there are several specific time-bound targets
to be achieved and these are monitored and reported on to ensure
progress is being made.
The target areas are shown below – read some of the stories about what
is being done in the zone to achieve these on the next page.

CWMS Targets
Ecosystem health
and biodiversity

Kaitiakitanga

Recreational
and amenity
opportunities

Irrigated
land area

Regional and
national
economies

Natural character
of braided rivers

Drinking water

Water use
efficiency

Energy security
and efficiency

Environmental
limits

Getting amongst
the action
Enhancing, restoring and developing corridors of native plants – and in doing
so, providing habitat for native fauna – is a key priority for the zone committee.
This year, committee members supported community groups with
planting days, by providing resources and hands on deck all around the
Selwyn Waihora Zone.
Through Te Ara Kākāriki’s Kids Discovery plant-out days, 1,329 students from
14 schools planted 5,479 eco-sourced seedlings at sites through the district.
Committee members joined an effort to plant natives around a springhead that’s part of the Swimmable Selwyn at Coes Ford Project.
As spring began, planting also began at the Whakaora Te Ahuriri project,
with the first of more than 100,000 terrestrial and aquatic seedlings
going into the ground in September.
Getting involved helps committee members walk the talk, assess
progress, and support those who are contributing to implementation of
the CWMS in the zone.

The first natives are planted at Ahuriri Lagoon.

Making progressing
toward targets
With 10 Canterbury Water Management Strategy targets to focus on, the
zone committee has to know about a diverse range of issues. This year,
two field-trips helped the committee learn by experience.
An overnight marae stay at Wairewa enabled the committee to gain an
understanding about the ways in which different rūnanga fulfil their
kaitiakitanga role. Committee members experienced mahinga kai first
hand by gathering tuna/eels at night with Wairewa rūnanga.
In October the committee headed for the upper part of the region with
their neighbours in the Waimakariri Zone to look at recreation issues
in the high country. The committee also joined the CWMS Regional
Committee’s field-trip to examine Farm Environment Plans and the
auditing process, and to look at weed management around Te Waihora.
These field trips provided valuable opportunities to see how CWMS targets
intersect, as well as to meet and encourage locals undertaking great work
in the zone and understand the issues. It will help the committee to create
priorities and projects that are both impactful and achievable.

Zone Committee members gather tūna as they learn about mahinga kai.
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A boost for biodiversity
The committee allocated $104,516 to 15 biodiversity projects in
the zone through the Immediate Steps funding programme.
Most projects are located around springheads, streams and
rivers that make up tributaries to Te Waihora – all the way from
the foothills to the lake edge.
Landowners and project partners who receive funding also
contribute financially, meaning the zone committee gets more
bang for its buck.
Projects include wetland protection and restoration at Black
Hills, Rockwood, Washpen Road and Haldon Pastures,
enhancement of streams at Maffey’s Road and Harts Creek, and
protection for Waikirikiri springs, as well as many others.

Washpen wetlands is being restored with help from an Immediate Steps grant.

A year of grand openings
and site blessings
This year Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee joined Taumutu
rūnanga to host the site blessing of the Waikirikiri/Selwyn
Near River Recharge project, funded by the Government and
supported by Central Plains Water Ltd. This project puts water
from the Rakaia River into a basin when groundwater levels are
low, enabling water to percolate into the groundwater system
beneath. This aims to recharge the aquifer and feed springs that
lead to streams where mudfish live.
In February, the co-governors of Te Waihora – Environment
Canterbury, Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, Department of Conservation,
the SDC and CCC blessed the site of Ahuriri Lagoon – a $3.5 million
project to restore an important mahinga kai site and improve water
quality in downstream Huritini/Halswell river.
And in September as spring began, Ahuriri Lagoon began to take
shape. With earthworks finished, zone committee members joined
the co-governors in planting the first native seedlings at the site,
which is already beginning to provide a site for native birds.

Te Waihora co-governors attend a blessing of the Near River Recharge site.

A roadmap for
the Waikirikiri
The Waikirikiri/Selwyn River runs through the heart of the Selwyn
district, from the foothills of the Southern Alps to Te Waihora. This
makes it special to the community and to the zone committee.
Last year the committee set up a temporary working group in
response to community concerns that the river is in an unhealthy
state. The working group represented a range of interests from
across the region who all agreed that a healthy Waikirikiri is
what people want.
After a year of research, the group has identified how we would
know the Waikirikiri is healthy and developed a comprehensive
report with a set of recommended actions, projects and research
ideas for the zone committee to consider. The zone committee
will look at these next year and identify priorities to help the
Waikirikiri on a path to good health.

The Waikirkiri Working Group has recommended actions to improve the state
of the river.

Megan Hands' farewell comment
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Co-chairing the Selwyn Waihora Zone
Committee this year with Les has been a
privilege and I’m proud of what our committee
has achieved. We have been out and about in
the zone with meetings around the district and
all of us attending numerous events, planting
days and community meetings.
A highlight for me this year has been our stay on
the marae that gives us all a greater appreciation
for rūnanga perspectives, something I think can
benefit all zone committees.
Another thing I’d like to celebrate is the age
diversity on our committee – working with
young people is important to us and we often
hear that zone committees are full of older
people. Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
bucks this trend, as we are an energetic group
of all ages.

Megan Hands,
Selwyn Waihora Water Zone
Committee Co-Chair

I’d also like to acknowledge the work of the
Waikirikiri Selwyn Working Group. Their ideas
will contribute over time to a healthier river,
and the committee will be working on how to
achieve this next year. Meanwhile, our zone team
is already putting measures in place that aim to
improve water quality over the long term with the
Swimmable Selwyn at Coes Ford project.
Further upstream, the ‘trout zapper’ fish screen
installed at Haldon Pastures has been a huge
highlight of my time on the zone committee.This
multi-year project is the first of its kind in the
southern hemisphere and will protect one of the
most important habitats for the Canterbury mudfish.
I’ve now been elected to Environment
Canterbury as a Councillor. I thank my fellow
zone committee members for a good year and
wish you all the best for 2020.

Future challenges and opportunities
• Implementing a roadmap for the Waikirikiri/Selwyn River. An
important task for the committee in 2020 is to carefully consider
the recommendations from the committee’s working group and
assess how the committee and others can action these ideas to help
achieve a healthy Waikirikiri/Selwyn River.

the Christchurch West Melton Zone Committee’s Stormwater
Superheroes about their respective work to improve urban water
quality. The committee aims to identify some practical projects to
contribute to these CWMS targets next year.

• Continue the focus on urban water issues. The committee
received great information from Selwyn District Council and from

• Identifying priorities for the next few years. Assessing progress to
date has been a key focus for 2019. The committee will now turn its
attention to a refreshed action plan for the next few years.

Selwyn Waihora Zone

Key Zone contacts

The Selwyn Waihora Zone covers the Selwyn District and a small piece
of Christchurch City. It includes Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere and its
catchment (including the Selwyn River / Waikirikiri, spring-fed lowland
streams, and some of the Port Hills streams), Lake Coleridge, the Rakaia
River and the upper Waimakariri basin.

Johannes Welsch - Selwyn Waihora Zone Manager
Johannes.Welsch@ecan.govt.nz | 027 512 3158

Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere and its margins are a taonga (treasure)
to Ngāi Tahu, reflecting the area’s cultural significance and the
concentration of mahinga kai, wāhi tapu and wāhi taonga.

Miria Goodwin - Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee Facilitator
Miria.Goodwin@ecan.govt.nz | 027 809 6991
Andy Barbati-Ross - Central Zone Delivery Manager
andy.barbati-ross@ecan.govt.nz | 027 295 4302

The Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee is a joint committee of
Selwyn District Council, Christchurch City Council and Environment
Canterbury, and in the rohe of Wairewa, Rāpaki, Taumutu, Tūāhuriri,
Koukourarata and Ōnuku rūnanga.

Zone committee membership 2019
Vicky Southworth (ECan) and Nicole Reid (SDC) replaced Iaean Cranwell
(ECan) and Murray Lemon (SDC) at the end of 2019. Megan Hands left to
take up a position as ECan councillor.
Allen Lim (Chair - part year,
community member)

Les Wanhalla
(Co-chair - part year, Taumutu)

Karaitiana Taiuru
(Deputy Chair - part year,
Koukourārata representative)

Kylie-Jane Phillips (Wheke)

Megan Hands (Co-chair - part year,
community member)
Ron Pellow (community member)
Paul Hodgson (community member)
George Tikao (Ōnuku)

Benita Wakefield (Wairewa)
Iaean Cranwell
(Environment Canterbury)
Murray Lemon
(Selwyn District Council)
Anne Galloway
(Christchurch City Council)

The Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee is a
community led committee supported by councils.

fb.com/canterburywater
R20/XX

E20/7749

Darfield
Rolleston
Lincoln
Leeston

Waikirikiri/Selwyn River

Rakaia River
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February 2020, Miria Goodwin, Zone Facilitator
Waikirikiri/Selwyn River Plan Working Group update
In May 2018 the CWMS Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee established a temporary working
group to ‘Propose a roadmap to achieve a healthy Waikirikiri/Selwyn River with healthy
people’. The group was convened by Paul Hodgson of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
and included four other members of the zone committee as well as individuals from
throughout the catchment.
Timeline of progress since September 2019:
September 2019

The Working Group finished their monthly meetings and completed
their draft report titled ‘A roadmap for the Waikirikiri/Selwyn River’.
The Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee had a committee-only
workshop to consider the recommendations in the draft report and
made a start on prioritising actions. This prioritisation work remains
uncompleted by the committee, who has not met formally since. At
that meeting, the zone committee agreed that that river was not in a
healthy state. The zone committee also agreed that the river should
be in a healthy state

October 2019

A letter (attached) from Co-Chair Megan Hands was sent to the
Working Group members by e-mail to thank them for their time. The
letter stated that the committee will let the Working Group know what
recommendations they will work on in 2020 and beyond after
discussion in early 2020.

November 2019

The final report (including input from Te Taumutu rūnanga) and some
key talking points were sent by e-mail to the zone committee and to
working group members.
The Working Group convenor, Paul Hodgson, thanked the working
group by e-mail on 27 November. The e-mail included the note that
‘As part of the working group your task has now been completed and
the final document is now in the public domain. The Zone Committee
will provide feedback to the working group on a plan to restore the
Selwyn Waikirikiri River to a healthy state based on the working
group's report. I look forward to any feedback you may wish to share
when you discuss this document with your local community”.

December 2019

The Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee received a draft copy of an
ECan report titled ‘Reporting Progress in implementing the Selwyn
Waihora ZIP Addendum’. This report included some aspects relevant
to the Waikirikiri/Selwyn River and the committee have requested time
to read and respond to this lengthy report before it is finalised.
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January 2020

In January 2020 the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee had a
committee-only workshop to start discussing priorities for the year.
Making progress on the recommendations in the Waikirikiri Working
Group’s report was included in the list of priorities. Further work and
discussion by the committee is required before they are able to let the
Working Group know their next steps.
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23 September 2019
To: Waikirikiri Selwyn Working Group

Kia ora koutou,
On behalf of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee, I would like you thank you for all your
hard work for the Waikirikiri Selwyn Working Group. Your commitment, time, report and
meeting with the zone committee have all been much appreciated.
Your report provides the committee with a valuable summary of information and good
guidance on what a healthy Waikirikiri/Selwyn River would like look, and how to achieve it.
The zone committee is currently reading and assessing your draft report, and next year will
be working out how to incorporate your ideas into our work programme or otherwise support
them.
We have had an initial discussion about the recommendations and all agree that a healthy
Waikirikiri/Selwyn River is what we aim for. Following further discussion in early 2020 (the
committee has no more formal meetings in 2019), we will let you know what
recommendations we would like to work on in 2020 and beyond. We remain committed to
ensuring that progress is made on any recommendations we take forward.
Thank you again for your contribution the work we all do for this important river in our zone.
Ngā mihi,

Megan Hands
Co-Chair, Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
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AGENDA ITEM NO:

SUBJECT MATTER:
Immediate Steps Biodiversity Update

REPORT BY: Miria Goodwin, Environment
Canterbury

DATE OF MEETING: 3 March 2020

Summary:
Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee has had no formal meetings since September 2019. This paper
summarises IMS decisions that were made by e-mail to enable physical work to begin over the
2019/20 summer.
•

•
•
•

On 3 September the Committee’s Immediate Steps Biodiversity sub-group (Les Wanhalla,
Simon Hay and Fiona McDonald) met with Environment Canterbury’s Biodiversity officer to
discuss potential Immediate Steps Biodiversity projects. The sub-group decided to
unanimously recommend five projects to the committee (attached).
These potential projects were emailed to the rūnanga offices on 24 October and to the zone
committee on 14 November 2019.
No concerns were raised by rūnanga.
Committee member Paul Hodgson raised several questions relating to more strategic
biodiversity goals for the committee. Questions were:
o What is the zone committee's vision for biodiversity and how does this vision fit with
SDC vision?
o From a biodiversity perspective what is most at risk in our zone and with the limited
funding we have and what is the most efficient application of funding that will
achieve a meaningful improvement on biodiversity indicators. Should we be funding
more mud fish projects? What does DoC think we should be funding?
o What are the zone committees’ priorities? Should we be allocating funding to speed
up planting for Snake Creek /Silver Stream to get a better outcome for the
swimmable rivers project? In the short term there are probably 3 things (reducing
ecoli, sediment and phosphorus) that will improve water quality significantly in the
rivers, tribs,streams, creeks in the zone that will have the greatest impact on
biodiversity in the Selwyn Zone. How do the current / proposed projects address the
reduction of sediment, ecoli, and phosphorus?
o Looking at the past funding allocations they have all been spent on tree planting. Are
there any other biodiversity projects that the zone committee should consider or is
the only option tree planting?
o What changes in biodiversity have been achieved as a result of the previous funding
allocations? (this will be covered by Miria's pending report).
o Should projects that the general public have access to have a greater slice of the
cake and priority?
o I think all the proposed projects are worthy but we need to look at how they fit in
the bigger picture and cross reference that against the impact on increasing
biodiversity short and long term, and the zone committees priorities from a planning
perspective. I am not sure this information has been put in front of the zone
committee yet.
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•
•
•

These questions will be incorporated into the work of the committee in 2020, within
strategic biodiversity conversations for the zone.
The projects were approved following at the end of November.
By February 2020, progress includes:
o All grant agreements have been signed by Environment Canterbury and grant
recipients meaning work can formally begin.
o The weed control for project SW Upper Waikirikiri Weed Control has been
completed.
o Weed control for projects SW St Bernard's Wetland, SW Grasmere Stream Willow
Removal, Stage 3 is scheduled for the next couple of months.

Next steps:
o
o

The committee will continue to discuss strategic biodiversity questions in 2020.
The IMS sub-group will continue to meet regularly with the Environment Canterbury biodiversity
officer to consider and recommend potential projects, bringing in any changes that result from
the more strategic conversations
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Report to:

Subject matter:

Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee

Immediate Steps Projects

Prepared by:

Action:

Ellen Williamson

For approval

Selwyn Waihora Land Management and
Biodiversity Advisor

Action required:
The Zone Committee is asked to make a funding decision on five proposed Immediate Steps
(IMS) funded biodiversity projects.
Each project has been assessed against the targets and goals of both the Selwyn Waihora
Zone Implementation Programme and the Canterbury Biodiversity strategy. The cultural
significance of each site has been documented and an ecological assessment of each
proposed project has been completed and peer reviewed by the relevant Environment
Canterbury ecologist. Prior to this correspondence, a memorandum outlining the proposed
projects has been sent to the relevant Rūnanga representatives for comment. All this
information is available upon request.
The Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee Biodiversity Subgroup have met prior to this Zone
Committee memorandum to discuss the projects in more depth.
The subgroup has unanimously recommended the funding of all five projects.

Project

Priority area (s)

Ecological
score (0-39)

Funding
requested

Funding
duration

SW Washpen Ford
Restoration - Stage 2

Hororata
corridor

17

$7,350.00

1 year

SW St Bernard's Wetland

Upper
Waimakariri

35

$4,400.00

1 year

SW Grasmere Stream
Willow Removal, Stage 3

Upper
Waimakariri

33

$14,000.00

1 year

SW Upper Waikirikiri
Weed Control

High Country

28

$5,000.00

1 year

SW Stackwood Bend KPD

Lowland
streams

16

$10,379.40

1 year
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Background
Through the Immediate Steps Fund (IMS), The Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee has
$104,000.00 to allocate annually toward biodiversity projects in the zone.
Previously, the Committee has allocated funding to a variety of projects throughout the zone
(see figure 1/ table 2).
Figure 1: Projects supported by Environment Canterbury and Immediate Steps in the
Selwyn Waihora zone.
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Table 1. Projects supported by Immediate Steps in the Selwyn Waihora zone.
Project Name
2010/2011 Application Year
Mitchells Road Mudfish Habitat Protection
Timberyard Point - Selwyn District Council
2011/2012 Application Year
Ward Williams Reserve - Te Waihora Board
Lake Pearson - North Canterbury Fish & Game
Winding Creek - North Canterbury Fish & Game
2012/2013 Application Year
Coach Stream Fish Barrier
Gunyah - Hororata River Enhancement
Hororata River Enhancement
Prioritisation Report for Fish
Rockwood Streams and Wetlands
Waimakariri Corridor - Jenkins Groyne
Cave Stream Wilding Control Phase 3
Cordy's Road Stream Restoration
Mack's Down Wetland
Maffeys Road Stream Restoration
Millikens Bush
Rockwood Forest Link
Washpen Tributaries and Wetland
Winding Creek Stage 2
Winding creek stage 3
2013/2014 Application Year
Washpen Road Wetland
2014/2015 Application Year
Rockwood Forest Link - Stage 2
Maffey's Road Stream Restoration - Stage 2
Waikirikiri Stream Enhancement
Willow removal along Grasmere Stream, Cass
2015/2016 Application Year
Hororata Restoration Plan
One Tree Swamp Spring Protection
Lake Lyndon Fence
Lake Lyndon Kettlehole
Mack's Down Wetland Stage 2
Hororata Restoration Plan - Stage 2
TWFS Harts Creek Streamcare Group Willow Removal
TWFS Harts Creek Streamcare Group 2016-17
2016/2017 Application Year
Broadacres Stream - Odell Mudfish
Broadacres Stream - Smith Mudfish
Silverstream Springhead Protection
Cave Stream Fencing
Cordy's Wetland Fencing
Lake Lyndon Management Plan
Pig Saddle Rd Wetland
Silverstream covenant
Waikirikiri Stream Enhancement - Stage 2
2017/2018 Application Year
Lansdowne Covenant Fire Support
Quartz Hill - Waikirikiri Protection
Maffey's Road Stream Restoration - Stage 3
North Wetland Restoration
Washpen Ford Restoration
2018/2019 Application Year
SW Sanford Mudfish habitat restoration project
SW Waikirikiri springs
SW Windwhistle Bluff Project
SW Yarrs water body restoration
Haldon Pasture - Mudfish Protection
Wroots Rd Riparian restoration
2019/2020 Application Year
SW Washpen Wetland Enhancement
SW Rockwood Wetland
SW Harts Creek Restoration
SW Haldon Pastures Stream Enhancement

Total Approved Funding Fund Type Project Milestone

Ecosystem Type

Nature of Project

$
$

6,000.00 IMS
2,735.22 IMS

Project Completed
Project Completed

Wetlands
Wetlands

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance

$
$
$

5,000.00 IMS
22,000.00 IMS
38,796.55 IMS

Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed

Wetlands
High country lakes
Wetlands

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

13,008.87
8,681.04
1,582.96
6,000.00
44,217.10
6,333.50
20,000.00
6,984.50
6,975.00
16,725.00
6,000.00
9,450.00
25,574.55
31,715.00
15,950.00

Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed

Hill country catchments
Lowland streams
Lowland streams
Hill country catchments
Wetlands
Braided rivers
Intermontane streams
Lowland streams
Wetlands
Lowland streams
Braided rivers
Hill country catchments
Intermontane streams
Intermontane streams
Wetlands

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance

Project Completed

Wetlands

Protect/Enhance

$

IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
HTF,IMS
IMS
IMS
HTF,IMS
IMS
IMS

7,573.84 IMS

$
$
$
$

9,999.10
11,490.00
73,950.00
10,000.00

IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS

Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed

Hill country catchments
Lowland streams
Hill country catchments
High country lakes

Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

10,000.00
12,000.00
38,284.00
33,952.00
7,500.00
15,000.00
9,030.00
18,995.00

IMS
IMS
CBS,IMS
CBS,IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS

Project Completed
Project Completed
Audit
Audit
Project Commenced
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed

Canterbury plains
Wetlands
High country lakes
High country lakes
Hill country catchments
Canterbury plains
Lowland streams
Lowland streams

Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

18,949.00
3,140.00
1,000.00
26,565.00
20,000.00
10,000.00
8,113.60
30,000.00
31,396.00

IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS

Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Audit
Project Completed
Project Commenced
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed
Project Completed

Lowland streams
Lowland streams
Wetlands
Hill country catchments
Wetlands
High country lakes
Wetlands
Banks Peninsula streams
Hill country catchments

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance

$
$
$
$
$

5,000.00
39,309.70
18,501.00
19,750.00
16,800.00

IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS

Project Completed
Audit
Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Project Commenced

Banks Peninsula streams
Hill country catchments
Hill country catchments
Wetlands
Lowland streams

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance

$
$
$
$
$
$

17,000.00
4,020.00
21,200.00
2,000.00
331,806.00
3,000.00

IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS
BRI,CBS,IMS
IMS

Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Project Completed

Lowland streams
Lowland streams
Hill country catchments
Wetlands
Lowland streams
Lowland streams

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community

$
$
$
$

6,220.00
19,090.00
12,800.00
2,700.00

IMS
IMS
IMS
IMS

Project Completed
Project Commenced
Project Commenced
Project Commenced

Wetlands
Wetlands
Lowland streams
Springhead/Lowland streams
Total projects:

Protect/Enhance
Protect/Enhance
Create/Community
Protect/Enhance
57
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Immediate Steps priorities
The Committee has agreed to the priorities below as outlined in the Biodiversity
Implementation and Action Plan.

Focus areas:
High Country Lakes, wetlands, riparian
corridors and springheads
Hororata Catchment Restoration
High Value Biodiversity projects across the
whole zone
Swimmable Selwyn at Coes Ford programme

Funding available for 2019/2020 and commitments in future years
Pre-approved projects bring the total remaining available funding for 2019/2020 to $41,165.00
ex GST. The five proposed projects come to a total cost of $41,129.40 ex GST which is within
the available budget and means the IMS funding for the zone will be fully allocated for the
financial year. The full funding details are outlined in the table below (2).

Table 2: The Immediate Steps funding allocations and projects 2018/2019 – 2021/2022

35

Applications for funding:

Outlined below are the locations of the five proposed biodiversity projects.
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SW Washpen Ford Restoration - Stage 2
Project summary:
The project aims to protect and restore the riparian margin of the Washpen Creek downstream
of the ford and includes fencing for permanent stock exclusion and riparian native planting.
The proposed project would continue the work on from the restoration project on the upstream
side of the Washpen ford. This project requests $7,350.00 for the purchase of plants and
additional labour for planting. The total project is costed at over $19,700.00.
The proposed project is of ecological significance due to its connective position in the corridor
and the protective and enhancing nature of the project. As a result, the project received a
moderate ecological score of 17/39 with high values regarding cultural significance. The
project aligns with Immediate steps criteria, the Selwyn Waihora ZIP addendum criteria, and
the priorities of the Biodiversity implementation and action plan for the zone.
This is a key project in addressing the green pathway - Ki uta ki tai - priority in the Selwyn
Waihora zone as it will expand the restoration of the Washpen creek which forms the Hororata
River, and ultimately flows into Te Waihora. With neighbouring restoration projects such as
the 30ha Beech Block, wetland restoration, and stream protection, this project is an important
link in the Hororata corridor and a stepping stone for native species.
Funding outline:

Project Task

Funding Requested

Total Costs

Plant supply

Immediate Steps

$6,850

Plant Install

Immediate Steps

$500

Plant Install

Grant recipient

$750

Pre-plant preparation, spraying, and
ordering plants

Grant recipient

$1,000

3 years planting maintenance

Grant recipient

$6,000

Fence construction and materials

Grant recipient

$4,500

Immediate Steps Contribution

$7,350

All Other Contributions

$12,250

Total Project Funding

$19,600
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Project location:

Downstream

Upstream

38

SW St Bernard's Wetland
Project summary:
This project is focussed on the protection of the St Bernard’s wetland, an approximately 6hectare area of mixed ecosystem native wetland vegetation located in the St Bernard’s Saddle
near the Cass township. The project requests $4,400.00 IMS funding for ground control of
identified weed species which threaten the native biodiversity of the wetland. The project has
the support of The University of Canterbury, UC pastoral lease land, and Kiwi rail. The project
received a very high ecological score of 35/39. The project has high cultural values as well as
aligning with Immediate steps criteria, the Selwyn Waihora ZIP addendum criteria, and the
priorities of the Biodiversity implementation and action plan for the zone.
The wetland plays a fundamental role in the local ecosystem, creating habitat for native bird
species, and acting as a water quality buffer for the stream flowing directly into Lake Sarah.
Due to its location, St Bernard’s has never been intensively stock and remains a prime
example of a relatively unmodified high-country wetland environment. St Bernard’s wetland is
a key part of the stream – wetland – lake linked sequence of the Grasmere area. A baseline
survey of the wetland area found a small invasion of weed species predominantly Pinus sp.,
Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), Broom (Cytissus scoparium), Gorse (Ulex europaeus),
Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus agg.), and Oval sedge (Carex leporina). At present, the removal
of these weed species is cost effective due to the minimal spread of each and the project
ensures the continued protection of this sensitive ecosystem.
Funding outline:

Project Task

Funding Requested

Total Costs

Weed control (Gorse, Broom, Blackberry)

Immediate Steps

Ground control of Wilding conifers

Grant recipient

$200

Monitoring effects of weed control

Grant recipient

$1,300

Maintenance of wetland area

Grant recipient

$1,300

Immediate Steps Contribution

$4,400

All Other Contributions

$2,800

Total Project Funding

$7,200

$4,400
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Project Location:
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SW Grasmere Stream Weed Removal, Stage 3
Project summary:
This project is focussed on the protection and enhancement of the Grasmere Stream and the
margins of lake Grasmere. The project requests $14,000.00 IMS funding for ground and
helicopter control of Willows, and helicopter control of Broom. The total cost of the project is
estimated at well over $24,00.00 and has the support of The University of Canterbury, land
occupiers, NZTA, Kiwi Rail, and the Department of Conservation. The project received a very
high ecological score of 33/39. The project has high cultural values as well as aligning with
Immediate steps criteria, the Selwyn Waihora ZIP addendum criteria, and the priorities of the
Biodiversity implementation and action plan for the zone.
The project proposes the support of stage three of this multiyear effort, beginning in the
summer of 2015, to eradicate willow and broom from the Grasmere stream catchment. As the
majority of the catchment has been controlled in stages one and two with a good success rate,
the proposed stage three will focus on controlling those willows which remain alive after the
first two rounds as well as plants which are in the more difficult/sensitive and previously
uncontrolled areas e.g. within the Raupō beds, as well as controlling the broom along the
margins of Lake Grasmere. Grasmere stream is a valued example of an unpolluted, montane
stream and supports the highest density population of longfin eel recorded in the upper
Waimakariri Basin area. Additional Willow and broom control will enhance the available habitat
for the Eels as well as protect the Raupō swamp areas (including Remus Swamp) along the
stream and edges of Lake Grasmere and Sara where willows encroachment is threatening to
alter the stream and swamp ecology.
Funding outline:
Project Task

Funding Requested

Total Costs

Monitoring effects of willow control on
stream.

Grant Recipient

$5,000

Broom control - Helicopter spray

Immediate Steps

$4,000

Willow control - Helicopter spray

Immediate Steps

$6,000

Willow control - Ground Control

Immediate Steps

$4,000

Ongoing water quality monitoring at
lakes Sarah and Grasmere

Grant Recipient

$5,000

Immediate Steps
Contribution

$14,000

All Other Contributions

$10,000

Total Project Funding

$24,000
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Project Location:
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SW Upper Waikirikiri Weed Control

Project summary:
This project is focussed on the protection of the 18-hectare QEII covenant at the headwaters
of the south branch of the upper Waikirikiri/Selwyn River on Quartz Hill station. The project
requests $5,000.00 for ground control of weed species (Broom Cytissus scoparium and Gorse
Ulex europaeus) which threaten the native biodiversity of the covenant. The covenant is
protected due to it high ecological values including, but not limited to, the presence of red and
silver tussock and Matagouri. The project therefore received a good ecological score of 28/39.
The project has high cultural values as well as aligning with Immediate steps criteria, the
Selwyn Waihora ZIP addendum criteria, and the priorities of the Biodiversity implementation
and action plan for the zone.
Due to its location in the catchment the covenanted area plays a vital role in the local
ecosystem, creating habitat for local bird and insect species and protecting the headwaters of
the largest tributary to Te Waihora. At present, the removal of these weed species is cost
effective due to the minimal spread of each and the project ensures the continued protection
of this sensitive ecosystem with ongoing maintenance form the landowner.

Funding Outline:

Project Task

Funding Requested

Total Costs

Gorse and Broom control

Immediate Steps

$5,000

Gorse and Broom control

Grant Recipient

$2,000

Immediate Steps Contribution

$5,000

All Other Contributions

$2,000

Total Project Funding

$7,000
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Project Location:
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SW Stackwoods Bend Kids Discovery Plant-out Day

Project summary:
The project proposes the support of Ladbrooks Schools’ Kids Discovery Plant-out day,
facilitated by Te Ara Kakariki, at Stackwoods Bend on the Huritini/Halswell River. The project
requests $10,379.40 to contribute to the costs of plants and plant guards, facilitating the
planting day, site preparation, and 2.5 years maintenance. The total cost of the project is over
$28,095. The project received an ecological score of 16/39. The project has high cultural
values as well as aligning with Immediate steps criteria, the Selwyn Waihora ZIP addendum
criteria, and the priorities of the Biodiversity implementation and action plan for the zone.
Te Ara Kakariki held crowdfunding campaigns in 2016 and 2018 through Million Metres
Streams to create this native Greendot at the site where to date 300m has been planted. The
proposed project would facilitate the fourth season of planting, extending on the 2017, 2018,
2019 years. The 2020 season will see a further 200 metres planted with approximately 1200
eco sourced native plants along the 8 to 13-metre-wide bank. The publicly accessible path
which runs through the currently planted stages will carry on through this area. The
Huritini/Halswell River one of the main tributaries to Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere. The river
provides key habitat for migratory and non-migratory native fish species which may not have
suitable habitat elsewhere locally and a corridor for native bird species to travel from the edges
of Banks peninsular to the lake and sea. This project fits within the larger vision of ecological
restoration in the Selwyn Waihora Zone and is a part of the stepping stone – green pathway Ki uta ki tai - priority in the zone.

Project Task

Funding Requested

Total Costs

Plant and plant guards

Immediate Steps

$4,000.00

Plant and plant guards

Grant Recipient

$2,000.00

Facilitating planting day

Immediate Steps

$1,879.40

Facilitating planting day

Grant Recipient

$13,466.25

Site preparation and 2.5 years
maintenance

Immediate Steps

$4,500.00

Site preparation and 2.5 years
maintenance

Grant Recipient

$2,250.00

Immediate Steps
Contribution

$10,379.40

All Other Contributions

$17,716.25

Total Project Funding

$28,095.65
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Project Location:
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Christchurch City Council Annual Plan 2020-21
At its 11 Feb 2020 meeting the Council resolved to consult on its draft Annual Plan 2020-21. The
information on the draft annual plan is on the Council’s agendas and minutes web site, and can be
viewed here:
In HTML format https://christchurch.infocouncil.biz/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2020/02/CAPL_202002
11_AGN_4039_AT_WEB.htm (main agenda)
https://christchurch.infocouncil.biz/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2020/02/CAPL_202002
11_ATT_4039_EXCLUDED_WEB.htm (draft consultation document)
As a PDF https://christchurch.infocouncil.biz/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2020/02/CAPL_202002
11_AGN_4039_AT.PDF (main agenda - see pages 13-198)
https://christchurch.infocouncil.biz/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2020/02/CAPL_202002
11_ATT_4039_EXCLUDED.PDF (draft consultation document)
Public consultation will be held from 2 March to 2 April 2020. The consultation document and the
draft annual plan will be published on the Council web site from 2 March 2020.
Some key points that may be of particular interest to the Zone Committee are the following.
Capex changes from LTP
•
•
•
•
•

An overall increase of $5.65 million in the capital programme is proposed 2020-21
annual plan, compared to the Long Term Plan, for stormwater drainage.
An overall decrease of $9.34 million in the capital programme is proposed 2020-21
annual plan, compared to the Long Term Plan, for flood protection.
An overall decrease of $3.93 million in the capital programme is proposed 2020-21
annual plan, compared to the Long Term Plan, for wastewater.
An overall decrease of $4.08 million in the capital programme is proposed 2020-21
annual plan, compared to the Long Term Plan, for water supply.
Specific changes include:
- Well Heads Improvement Programme – funding for this capital programme has
been brought forward for additional well and well head work, along with
funding added to backflow prevention, rezoning and smart meetings in order to
meet changing water safety standards.
- Wastewater Reticulation Renewals – Additional spending for capital projects is
planned for 2020-21 to complete work from 2019-20.
- Land Drainage Recovery Programme – Additional scope for Pump Station 205
upgrade.
- Reduction in the Somerfield Wastewater Pump Station and Pressure Main as the
project will be deferred to allow further investigation.
- Reduction for Lyttelton rail tunnel water supply pipeline project as timing of the
project is driven by a third party.
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Opex changes include:
•
•
•
•
•

An overall increase of $2.3 million is proposed in the draft 2020-21 annual plan,
compared to the Long Term Plan, for flood protection operating expenditure.
An overall increase of $4.85 million is proposed in the draft 2020-21 annual plan,
compared to the Long Term Plan, for stormwater drainage operating expenditure.
An overall increase of $2.97 million is proposed in the draft 2020-21 annual plan,
compared to the Long Term Plan, for wastewater operating expenditure.
An overall increase of $5.54 million is proposed in the draft 2020-21 annual plan,
compared to the Long Term Plan, for water supply operating expenditure.
Specific changes include:
- Additional $1.6 million for Heathcote River dredging due to carry forward from
2018-19.
- Additional $800,000 in temporary drinking water supply treatment costs.

Details of the proposed capital programmes for flood protection, stormwater, wastewater and water
supply can be found in the Council report on pages 53-55, 66-68, 70-74, and 75-78 respectively.
Definition of the capital programme prioritisation categories can be found on page 42 of the Council
report.
Collectively ‘three waters’ accounts for a quarter of the total spend in the draft 2020-21 annual plan
that the Council considered at the 11 February meeting.
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Kids Discovery Plant-out 2019 Activities Report
Te Ara Kākāriki – Canterbury Greenway Trust
The Kids Discovery Plant-out programme is a successful collaboration between Te Ara Kākāriki and Enviroschools and
has been delivered to Selwyn schools for the past six years. Students have the opportunity to learn about native
biodiversity through hands on experience in adopting a long term relationship with a native ecosystem close to their
school. Through planting and monitoring days the students take on a role of tiaki tamariki, caring for their special
biodiversity restoration site and together contributing to restoring native ecosystems across the Canterbury Plains.
Enviroschools aims to support integration of sustainable practise throughout the school curriculum. During a Kids
Discovery Plant-out day students lead action to restore habitat for biodiversity. This action is carried out within the
context of their whole school inquiry focus. In 2019 the majority of teachers shared their focus with Matt Stanford,
their Enviroschools Facilitator, allowing him to create a bespoke programme of hands-on activities that supported
their curriculum focus.

Activities are led by enthusiastic experts and are hands-on opportunities to investigate biodiversity at the site, reflect
on and problem solve an issue and / or create something meaningful to the student.
Activities offered in 2019 included searching for terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates, learning about rongoā rakau
(native flora herbal preparations), learning to weave harakeke, propagate native seedlings from cuttings and monitor
pests. Activity leaders include Mike Bowie and his Conservation Ecology degree students from Lincoln University and
Kaumātua Daphne O’Connell from Ngāti Moki marae. These people work hard to increase the student’s knowledge
of New Zealand’s special heritage and ways we can all help look after it.
The Kids Discovery Plant-out day is a full day of activity. In 2019 the programme was offered to fourteen schools,
with 1,329 students planting a total of 5,479 eco-sourced seedlings at sites throughout the Selwyn District.
We continue to work towards building stronger bonds with our partners, funders, facilitators and schools.
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Kids Discovery Plant-out 2019 – the data


August, Burnham School at Burnham Military Camp Golf course. 155 year 0-8 students planted 751 native
seedlings. Students participated in activities to learn about community and connections present in a thriving
native ecosystem. They went on a Minibeast Safari and created bird nests to understand how invertebrates
and birds help the native forest, learnt ways Maori traditionally valued native plants through weaving
harakeke and practising rongoā rakau. They also learnt about pest threats to New Zealand’s forest
communities



August, Ladbrooks School. 100 year 3-8 students planted 450 eco-sourced seedlings along the Huritini River
at Stackwoods Bend. In class the students had been learning about native birds (their unique features and
adaptations) and today gave nature a helping hand by taking softwood cuttings of mature karamu. They
learnt about threats to biodiversity and set up monitoring chew cards



August, West Melton School at Kowhai Sanctuary, Thompsons Road. 60 year 6 students planted 430 ecosourced seedlings to extend the dryland habitat. Through activities the students discovered how
invertebrates and native birds help the native forest and were introduced to the traditional Maori practice of
rongoā rakau



August, Tai Tapu School at Woodgate property, Huritini / Halswell River. 52 year 5 & 6 students planted 350
eco-sourced seedlings along the river corridor. The students investigated invertebrate life in the waterway
and forest. They learnt about the role of native birds in supporting forest regeneration.



September, Rolleston Christian School at Foster Park. 70 year 3-6 students planted 200 native dryland
species. They extended their class learning about food by participating in activities about insect pollination,
rongoā rakau and sustainable packaging.
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September, Ararira Springs School at Ararira waterway. 130 year 0-8 students planted 400 native seedlings.
The students investigated fish and aquatic invertebrates living in the waterway, learnt how native birds help
create new forest and wove fish from harakeke. This supported their curriculum focus on water.



September, Broadfield School at Broadfield Reserve. 98 year 4-8 students planted 400 eco-sourced
seedlings. The students investigated what is living in the waterway and learnt how this can indicate water
quality. They were challenged to consider how water should be used through an Enviroschools activity. They
also learnt the traditional Maori art of harakeke weaving.



September, Lincoln Primary School at Yarrs Flat Reserve. 160 year 5 & 6 students planted 448 eco-sourced
seedlings. The students learnt about the role of native birds in a healthy ecosystem and gave nature a hand
by taking soft-wood ngaio cuttings to grow on. They investigated aquatic life in the Ararira and searched for
invertebrates involved with decomposition of old logs. They also helped monitor pests that threaten
biodiversity around Te Waihora



September, Glentunnel School at Joyce Reserve. 107 year 0-6 students planted 300 eco-sourced seedlings.
The students investigated aquatic invertebrates living in the Waikirikiri and searched for terrestrial
invertebrates along the river banks. They also learnt how native birds help to regenerate forests



September, Springston School at Yarrs Flat Reserve. 46 year 3 & 4 students planted 300 eco-sourced
seedlings. In class students had been learning about the impact of Maori and early European settlers on
native biodiversity. At Yarrs Flat they participated in a Story Walk to discover why some bird species have
become extinct and why others are threatened. They helped to monitor pests present around the lake and
learnt to take soft-wood cuttings to increase habitat for biodiversity
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September, Darfield High School at Joyce Reserve. 118 year 9 students planted 500 eco-sourced seedlings.
Craig Pauling spoke of how Waitaha iwi traditionally used the area and Aunty Daphne O’Connell shared her
knowledge of harakeke weaving. Jocelyn Papprill helped the students investigate life in the Waikirikiri and
issues affecting water quality. The plant-out day supported their Social Science learning about water.



September, Springfield School at their school. 45 year 0-6 students planted 500 eco-sourced seedlings. The
students learnt about the interconnectedness of a native ecosystem, with birds and invertebrates helping
with seed dispersal, pollination and decomposition. They also learnt to take soft-wood cuttings to help
provide more habitat. The day supported the enquiry stage of their class focus on Plants & their Habitats.



September, Darfield Primary School at their school waterway. 76 year 5 & 6 students planted 150 Carex
secta along the waterway to create habitat for aquatic life. They participated in Story of an Awa, reflecting
on the impact of pollution on water life and solutions. They investigated invertebrates living in the school
waterway and helped monitor pests. The day extended their class learning about native habitats and pests
threatening native birds



October, Leeston Consolidated School at Yarrs Flat Reserve. 112 Year 3 & 4 students planted 300 ecosourced seedlings. The students investigated invertebrates and their role in a healthy ecosystem. They also
investigated fish and invertebrates living in the Ararira. They learnt about how pests threaten native
biodiversity and participated in monitoring pest species. The focus on well-being of an ecosystem extended
their class focus on self and community well-being.
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Teacher Feedback about 2019 Kids Discovery Plant-out days
Rolleston Christian School Teacher Mandy Cleave said “The kids were so excited about the activities. They LOVED the
bug hunting. They were fascinated by the rongoa and making kanuka tea. This extended our learning about food and
their knowledge about our own school native forest”
Ladbrooks School Teacher Sarah Ridgeway said “It was awesome! Kids got to have a go at everything. I heard some
children saying this is their favourite activity of the year”.
Broadfield School Teacher Michaela Gover said “Our students look forward to this fantastic outdoor learning
opportunity every year. The day is super organised and each activity is well timed for maximum student
involvement”.
Springston School teacher Allana Taylor said there was “great activities, brilliant instructors” and the day was “well
planned and organised”.
Darfield High School Head of Social Science teacher Anna Lee rated the day as Excellent. She said “the day ran really
smoothly” and “the cultural perspective was great”. The plant-out day supported the students’ learning as it
presented a “tangible experience for students to connect to their own environment and community”.
Leeston Consolidated School teacher Lisa McClure loved the connection to the class focus of well-being. She said
“the strong connection to well-being really helps to empower the children that they can make positive changes
which affects not only their well-being but the well-being of our community”.
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Monitoring Sessions
A group of Enviro-Club students from each school visits their native restoration site each year to monitor how the
ecosystem is developing. The students are taught the skills to observe and record plant survival and the presence of
native bird and invertebrate species. Students also learn to take photo points as a way of tracking plant growth. An
iNaturalist site has been created for each school and students are guided to upload monitoring data and ask experts
to identify any unusual species found. While on site students also do hand weeding and help to protect plants.
Monitoring results from 2019
 May, Broadfield School 10 students
 May, Springfield School 17 students
 June, Darfield Primary School 11 students
 June, Glentunnel School 10 students
 June, Ladbrooks School 8 students
 August, Lincoln Primary School 7 students
Average plant survival rate after nine months is 98%

Recorded 98.9% survival rate of their plants
Recorded 99.75 % survival rate of their plants
Recorded 98.5% survival rate of their plants
Recorded 99.4% survival rate of their plants
Recorded 99.25% survival rate of their plants
Recorded 92% survival rate of their plants
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Canterbury Aoraki Conservation Board Awards 2019 – runner up

Acknowledgements
Thank you to our Funders:

55

Programme Facilitators
Lou Drage - Te Ara Kākāriki Kids Discovery Plant-out Coordinator
Matthew Stanford - Enviroschools Facilitator

Thanks to our fantastic Activity leaders
Aunty Daphne O’Connell, Ngāti Moki marae
Jocelyn Papprill, Youth Engagement and Education Advisor at Environment Canterbury
Gary Boyd, Department of Conservation
Denise Ford, General Manager, Waihora Ellesmere Trust
Mike Bowie, Entomologist with Lincoln University
Rebecca Dollery, Post Doc Restoration Ecology, Lincoln University
Sarah Visser & Flora Wang - Conservation Ecology degree students, Lincoln University

Fundraising and planning (and activity leaders) Letitia Lum & Elizabeth Guthrey, Te Ara Kākāriki Coordinators
Te Ara Kākāriki Trustees hands on with KDP Peter Joyce, Pam Aldersley & Mike Bowie

Thanks to the following Selwyn Waihora Water Zone Committee members for lending a hand on plant-out days
Les Wanhalla, Murray Lemon, Iaean Cranwell & Fiona McDonald

56

Agenda Item No: 8

Subject Matter:

For Discussion/Deliberation

Update on CWMS Fit for the Future project
and key central government initiatives

Report to: Canterbury Water Management
Strategy Regional Committee

CWMS - Target/s Areas
All

Report by:

Date of Meeting:

Caroline Hart (Senior Strategy Manager)

11 February 2020

Purpose
The purpose of this report is to update the Regional Committee on progress towards
implementation of the Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS) Fit for the Future
project. An overview of the suite of central government proposals that are relevant to the
CWMS is also provided. This report does not require decision making from the Regional
Committee but serves to provide context for discussion on the 2020 work programme.

Recommendations
That the Canterbury Water Management Strategy Regional Committee note the contents of
the report.

Report
The report provides an update the Regional Committee on the following key initiatives:
a) CWMS Fit for the Future Project implementation
b) Action Plan for Healthy Waterways (Essential Freshwater discussion document)
c) Review of Three Waters and the Water Services Regulator
d) Resource Management System: A comprehensive review (Issues and Options paper)
e) Resource Management Act Amendment
f)

New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy (discussion document)

g) National Policy Statement on Indigenous Biodiversity (discussion document)

CWMS Fit for Future implementation
1.

In 2018 the Regional Committee were commissioned by the Canterbury Mayoral Forum
to develop CWMS goals for 2025 and 2030, and to develop advice on how
implementation of these goals would be achieved. After more than a year of
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consultation and analysis the Regional Committee recommendations were considered
by the Mayoral Forum in May 2019. This advice included:
a) Goals for 2025 and 2030 for all ten target areas
b) Identification of four strategic matters required for successful implementation of
the CWMS (effective mechanisms for leadership and accountability; adequate
resourcing and funding; regular monitoring, reporting and review of progress;
and a broad base of understanding and support for the CWMS)
c) A draft regional work programme to implement the goals.
2.

In May 2019 the Mayoral Forum approved the goals for 2025 and 2030 (see link for
details) and agreed that Environment Canterbury work with territorial authorities, Ngāi
Tahu, industry and community partners to develop a regional work programme, with an
implementation plan and monitoring framework to deliver the goals, and report progress
to the Mayoral Forum.

3.

In order to develop the regional work programme, in July 2019 the Chief Executives
Forum commissioned the Operations Forum to lead the next stage of this project. At its
meeting on 16 September, the Operations Forum agreed to set up a Joint Working
Group with representatives from each territorial authority and Environment Canterbury.
The working group will provide advice and assist with the prioritisation of a work
programme relevant to each council in line with their planning to develop the 2021-2031
long term plans.

4.

The Joint Working Group is currently developing advice and a draft regional work
programme will be considered at the upcoming Joint Working Group meeting on 17
February (draft 1). The Operations Forum will review advice on the draft work
programme on 16 March (draft 2). Final adjustments will then be made to the draft
regional work programme based on advice from the Operations Forum (draft 3).

5.

Comprehensive advice on a recommended regional work programme for Territorial
Authorities and Environment Canterbury to ensure delivery of the 2025 CWMS goals
will be presented to the Chief Executives Forum on 4 May and Mayoral Forum on 22
May. Work programmes related to Ngāi Tahu and parties with an interest in CWMS
implementation will be subsequently developed.

Central Government Policy update
6.

The Action for Healthy Waterways discussion document (part of the Essential
Freshwater package) was released for consultation in September 2019. It set out
proposals to stop further degradation and reverse past damage to New Zealand’s
freshwater resources. The freshwater management package focused on clarifying
policy direction and setting new regulations under the Resource Management Act.
Several advisory groups (Kahui Wai Māori, Freshwater Leaders, Science & Technical
and Regional Councils) informed the proposals. The freshwater management package
is heavily focused on clarifying policy direction and setting new regulations under the
Resource Management Act.
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7.

The Action Plan for Healthy Waterway includes the following key proposals:
d)
e)
f)
g)

Discussion document on the national direction for our essential freshwater
National Policy Statement - Freshwater Management
National Environmental Standards
Section 360 regulations on stock exclusion

8.

A regional submission was made on the discussion document by the Mayoral Forum,
and Environment Canterbury. Both submissions are attached for your reference. The
Ministry for the Environment received around 17,500 submissions on the proposals. An
Independent Advisory Panel chaired by retired Principal Environment Court Judge
David Sheppard will be reviewing the submissions.

9.

Ministers are expected to make decisions on the final content of proposed new
regulations in May 2020, with a view to having the National Policy Statement for
Freshwater Water, National Environmental Standards, and stock exclusion regulations
in force by mid-2020.

10. The central government review of Three Waters is led by the Department of Internal
Affairs with support from the Ministry of Health and Ministry for the Environment.
Cabinet decisions on the regulatory framework for Three Waters were released on 1
August 2019. The new regulatory framework includes:
a) a new regulator that will have oversight and stewardship of the Three Waters
system
b) new obligations on territorial authorities to ensure access to clean drinking
water, and for all drinking water suppliers to register with the regulator
c) lifting performance of Three Waters assets.

11. A standalone Crown entity to regulate drinking water in New Zealand was announced
on 25 October 2019. The new independent regulator will be responsible for ensuring
supplies of safe, clean drinking water for all New Zealand households and communities,
and also provide central oversight and guidance of wastewater and stormwater
regulatory functions.
12. Taumata Arowai – the Water Services Regulator Bill was introduced to Parliament in
December 2019. This new drinking water regulator will be an independent Crown entity
dedicated to drinking water quality and safety and will provide central oversight and
guidance for the sector’s wastewater and stormwater regulatory functions. An
Establishment Unit has been created within the Department of Internal Affairs, with
support from the Ministry of Health and the Ministry for the Environment, to design and
operationalise the new regulator.
13. New National Environmental Standards for Sources of Human Drinking Water and
Wastewater Discharges and Overflows to be released mid-2020.
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14. The Government is undertaking a comprehensive review of the resource
management system with a focus on the RMA including:
•

New Zealand’s physical characteristics and unique biodiversity

•

the Treaty and the relationship between iwi/Māori and the Crown

•

the significant ways we all value and connect with the environment.

15. The scope of the review includes looking at the RMA and how it interfaces with the:
•

Local Government Act 2002

•

Land Transport Management Act 2003

•

Climate Change Response Act, to be amended by the Zero Carbon Amendment
Bill.

16. The Government’s review of the resource management system is taking a first
principles approach – it is focusing on the high-level purpose, scope and structure of the
Resource Management system, and the tools and mechanisms available within it. The
review is wide in scope and looking at everything from purpose and principles through
to fees and charges. It also includes spatial planning to enable more strategic decisions
about resources and infrastructure over longer timeframes.
17. An independent panel has been established to undertake this review and has been
meeting weekly since September 2019. The panel is chaired by Hon Tony Randerson
QC and it released a preliminary Issues and Options paper for feedback by 3 February
2020. See the Issues and Options paper here
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/transforming-resource-management-systemopportunities-change-issues-and-options
18. The panel will provide a report to the Minister for the Environment with its
recommendations on reforming the RMA in mid-2020. This will include detailed policy
proposals and indicative drafting of legalisation for key provisions. The Government
plans to consult on the proposals once finalised.

19. The Resource Management Amendment Bill had its first reading on 26 September
2019. The Environment Select Committee heard submissions on the Resource
Management Amendment Bill proposals late last year and is expected to report back to
the House by late March 2020. The objectives of this Bill are to reduce complexity,
increase certainty, restore public participation opportunities, and improve RMA
processes. The Bill repeals a number of amendments made in 2017 through the
Resource Legislation Amendment Bill. This Bill also supports the urgent need to
improve freshwater management and outcomes in New Zealand with provisions for
freshwater planning processes.

20. The New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy - On 5 August 2019 the Minister for
Conservation released Te Koiroa o Te Koiora: Our shared vision of living with nature, a
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discussion document on proposals for a biodiversity strategy for New Zealand.
Submissions to the Department of Conservation on this discussion document were due
by 22 September 2019. The Environment Canterbury submission is attached for your
reference.
21. The proposed strategy will replace the existing national strategy, which expires in 2020.
The purpose of the strategy is to provide national direction for New Zealand’s
biodiversity management system. The strategy has no legislative standing but will fulfil
New Zealand’s international obligations under the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity.
22. The discussion document sets out: a new vision to 2070; a set of values and principles
to guide how we work to achieve this vision; eight long-term outcomes; a set of goals for
2025, 2030 and 2050 for measuring progress; five ‘system shifts’ to focus investment in
the first five years of the strategy, along with proposed priority actions.
23. The Department of Conversation are currently considering submissions on the
discussion document. The final New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy will be considered
for release by Cabinet in mid-2020
24. The National Policy Statement – Indigenous Biodiversity was released in November
2019. Submissions must be received by 14 March 2020. A National Policy Statement
– discussion document summary is attached for your reference.
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AGENDA ITEM NO:

4

SUBJECT MATTER:
2020 Committee Action Plan

REPORT BY: Miria Goodwin, Environment
Canterbury

DATE OF MEETING: 3 March 2020

Summary from a Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee Workshop, 28 January 2020
The Zone Committee held a workshop to discuss progress and actions for 2020.
In workshop session the committee discussed:
• The draft Selwyn Waihora progress report (agreed to send comments to facilitator before report
is finalised and made public)
• Things to celebrate and things the committee is concerned about
• Priorities for 2020
• Meeting logistics for 2020
Things to celebrate included:
• Zone Committee leadership and way of working
• Progress is happening
• Passion and commitment of communities and landowners
Concerns included:
• Water quality concerns
• Reporting and information concerns
• Strategic prioritization/resourcing concerns
• Climate change
Priorities for 2020:
Priorities for the committee in 2020 are still being worked on by the committee, but may include
improved environmental reporting for the community, focus on the Waikirikiri River (among other rivers
in the zone), keeping the momentum going on Good Management Practice and engaging with the many
partners and communities in the zone.
Next steps/committee actions:
1. The committee will do more work to identify what the committee will do and how success will
be measured. The 2020 meetings will be set up to enable the committee to implement their
action plan.
2. In this 3 March meeting, committee members will discuss progress with identifying their 2020
priorities and seek input from any members of the community present.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 5

SUBJECT MATTER:
Crafting a communications and Engagement
Plan for 2020

REPORT BY: Andrew Livingstone, Environment
Canterbury

DATE OF MEETING: 3 March 2020

Background
The Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee have always had a strong focus on engaging with their
community. 2020 is no different, with the committee deciding to continue this emphasis,
especially with young people, and by holding meetings around the zone each month.
Zone Committee action:
Please come prepared for this session by considering the following questions/topics:
•
•

•

•

Who do you particularly want to engage with this year?
What messages do you want to send to the community and stakeholders?
o Successes and failures
o Challenges/barriers we are facing
What methods could the Zone Committee use to:
o Keep the community informed of your progress/meetings?
o Meet the community?
o Debate and discuss the challenges
o Seek feedback from your community on important issues?
What personal networks do you have that could be useful? How could you use
these?
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MINUTES OF THE 97th MEETING OF THE SELWYN WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE HELD
IN THE LINCOLN EVENT CENTRE ON TUESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2019 COMMENCING
AT 4.30PM

AGENDA SUMMARY

Item Time
4.30pm

1.

Description

5.05pm

Meeting commences with karakia and formal order of
business:
• Apologies
• Identification of Urgent and / or General Business
• Confirmation of minutes 6 August 2019
• Matters Arising & actions from last meeting
• Report to and from Regional Committee Meeting
• Update from Zone Committee members on
activities and meetings attended that relate to the
Committee’s outcomes for the zone
• Correspondence
General Public Contribution

5.10pm

Zone Facilitator’s report

5.15pm

Approximate finish time

Pages Presenter

Miria Goodwin,
Environment
Canterbury
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PRESENT
Les Wanhalla (Te Rūnanga o Taumutu / Co-Chair); Megan Hands (Community Member / CoChair); Fiona McDonald (Community Member); Councillor Murray Lemon (Selwyn District
Council); Paul Hodgson (Community Member); Councillor Iaean Cranwell (Canterbury
Regional Council for the public excluded part of the meeting); Annie McLaren (Community
Member); Karaitiana Taiuru (Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata); Ron Pellow (Community
Member); and Simon Hay (Community Member).

IN ATTENDANCE
Miria Goodwin, Dr Stefanie Rixecker, (Canterbury Regional Council); Therese Davel
(Selwyn District Council); Sophie McInnes (Rolleston Resident)
Councillor Cranwell opened the meeting with karakia.
Co-chairs Les Wanhalla and Megan Hands welcomed everyone to the meeting.

APOLOGIES
An apology was received from Dr Benita Wakefield (Te Rūnanga o Wairewa), Allen Lim
(Community Members); Kylie-Jane Philips (Te Rūnanga o Rāpaki); and Councillor Galloway
(Christchurch City Council). Les Wanhalla noted that Onuku Rūnanga are still working on
their appointment to the committee.
An apology for the public meeting from Councillor Iaean Cranwell (Environment Canterbury)
Moved – Councillor Murray Lemon /Seconded – Fiona McDonald
That the Committee accept the apologies, as noted.
CARRIED

IDENTIFICATION OF URGENT GENERAL BUSINESS
Les Wanhalla suggested that Megan Hands write a letter to the Selwyn / Waikirikiri working
group thanking them for the draft report presented and noting that the Selwyn Waihora
Zone Committee accept the report.
Miria Goodwin raised the issue of having 5 current members of the Selwyn Waihora Zone
Committee participating in the elections process. One of these is co-chair Megan Hands
and Miria asked the Committee whether they would be comfortable with Megan continue on
as co-chair during this process.
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The Committee agreed they were comfortable with Megan remaining co-chair and added
that all communications and media will be referred to Les Wanhalla during this time.

Moved – Ron Pellows / Seconded – Karaitiana Taiuru
‘That the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee agree that Megan Hands remain a Co-chair
during the election period provided that all that Zone Committee Communications and
Media be refered to Co-chair Les Wanhalla during this time.’

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of the 96th Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water
Management) held on Tuesday 6 August 2019

Moved: Councillor Murray Lemon / Seconded: Annie McLaren
That the minutes of the 96th meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water
Management) held on Tuesday 6 August 2019, be confirmed as circulated.
CARRIED

MATTERS ARISING AND ACTIONS FROM MINUTES
These are all reported on in the Zone Facilitator’s report. Les Wanhalla also noted that the
Christchurch West Melton Zone Committee wished to thank the Selwyn Waihora Zone
Committee for hearing the issues they have on urban water and being able to present on
their Stormwater Superheroes programme. Les also asked that waste water (refer page 8
of the agenda papers) be amended to read ‘Storm water’.

Annie McLaren added it would be good to get more material about the Stormwater
Superheroes so that zone members are able to share the information with other people. In
particular she would like to do a presentation at Synlait. Les said if anyone wanted more
information on the superheroes programme or required a member to do a presentation they
are welcome to get in contact with him or the Christchurch West Melton zone committee
facilitator to arrange for it.

REPORT FROM REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Les asked the zone committee for examples of what they thought they were doing well in
the recreational activity space. The Regional Committee asked this of all zone committees.
Members asked Les about the Regional Committee’s role and agenda, suggesting that this

66

would assist zone committee members to think of items for Les or Benita to take to the
Regional Committee.
The meeting resolved that Paul Hodgson will provide a one-pager related to the Selwyn /
Waikirikiri River Working Group project and that Miria will assist in a short report about
Swimmable Coes Ford. These two items will be presented to the next Regional Committee
meeting from the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee.

Miria was also tasked with sending an agenda (with previous minutes) and Terms of
Reference of the Regional Committee to Zone Committee members so they can get a feel
of what the role of the Regional Committee is. Miria responded to say that how everything
fits in (e.g. CWMS, Regional Committee, Zone Committees etc) will form part of the
induction for new members and will be done early in the new year.

UPDATE FROM ZONE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ON ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS
ATTENDED THAT RELATE TO THE COMMITTEE’S OUTCOMES FOR THE ZONE
Members of the Zone Committee reported on meetings attended that relate to the work of
the Zone Committee including:
Allen Lim

Apology

Dr Benita Wakefield

Apology

Councillor Murray Lemon
Megan Hands

Ahuriri site planting day; Burnham School plant out; CPW Trustees meeting with
CCC;
Plant out dayat Ahuriri.

Paul Hodgson

Draft report for Selwyn / Waikirikiri Working Group completed

Councillor Iaean Cranwell

Apology for public part of the meeting

Simon Hay

Kylie-Jane Phillips

Biodiversity working group and catch up with Ellen Williamson (ECan)for the
committee’s biodiversity working group
Planting at the back of the Synlait Site as part of the WhakapuāwaiInitiative; initial
expressions of interest out to farmers with a couple of applications received back.
Ladbrooks plant out day; planting all finished with expressions of interest from
neighbouring properties to have planting done as well; met with Ellen Williamson and
the Committee’s Biodiversity working group
Rūnanga trip around Selwyn District Council facilities; suggested the idea of adding
zone committee meeting dates and venues in a booklet available at facilities so the
public is informed. Attended numerous planting days.
Nothing to report but worth sharing a recent trip past the Ahuriri Lagoon showed what
a great facility it was and he looked forward to seeing the outcomes.
-

Councillor Anne Galloway

Apology

Annie McLaren
Fiona McDonald
Les Wanhalla
Ron Pellow
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GENERAL PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION
None.

CORRESPONDENCE
The letter from Forest and Bird was received for information.

1. ZONE FACILITATOR’S REPORT
(Miria Goodwin, Environment Canterbury)
Miria Goodwin asked the Zone Committee whether they had anything in particular to
incorporate into the work programme and agendas for the rest of the year. She noted
there would be a field-trip in October, which will be a joint effort with Department of
Conservation and the Waimakariri Zone Committee. A bus will leave Rolleston, going
through Sheffield to pick up as many people from the committees as possible. The fieldtrip will end with a BBQ in Castle Hill. There may very well only be one more meeting, in
November, if it goes ahead and the last meeting for the year will be a celebratory
meeting for the zone committee’s 100th meeting. Miria asked zone members to think of
ways they can make that celebration their own by contributing .e.g salads, preparing the
hangi etc.
Les Wanhalla noted it would be good to hear a presentation next year of urban
contaminants e.g. copper in brake pads, petrol on the roadways, zinc from roofs etc. He
said it would be good if Selwyn District Council could provide information on monitoring
as to what was found in major storm waterways.
There was a brief discussion aobut drainage committees and the committee requested a
presentation on how they operate. Miria noted that ideas for next year should all be
brought to a planning for the next year(s) workshop at a future meeting, likely early
2020.
The Committee decided not to have a meeting in February due to potential involvement
of many members with Waitangi Day. Rather, the Committee would meet late in
January and then again in March. Les added that the two new Environment Canterbury
tangata whenua coordinators will also be invited to a future meeting so that the zone
committee could meet them. He explained how crucial their role was in providing
support to Rūnanga members.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Karaitiana Taiuru ended the meeting with karakia.
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Co-Chair Les Wanhalla declared the meeting closed at 5.22pm.

DATED this

day of

________________________
CO-CHAIR

2019

____________________________
CO-CHAIR
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ACTIONS FROM MEETING
Name
ECan
ECan Zone Team

Action
•
•
•
•
•
•

SWZC Facilitator
•
•
•
CPW

•

Provide progress report against ZIP Addendum (and
Selwyn Te Waihora Plan) outcomes / targets
Update on possible purchase of land in lower
Silverstream.
Invite DairyNZ to future meeting to present on large
catchment project relating to dairy farms
Arrange update on Monitoring of water quality - where
and how it is done
Arrange briefing on water balance for the Zone
Arrange more time for discussion on Overseer
Arrange for DoC update on LINZ land adjacent to
Rakaia River near Te Pirita with high biodiversity
values.
Include DoC in the October field-trip planning
Request written proposal from Wildlife Habitat Trust
for zone committee involvement in future biodiversity
work / funding options
Arrange for an in-depth discussion on climate change
at a future meeting
Answer further questions following the March zone
committee meeting

