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Introduction
1.

This Joint Witness Statement (JWS):

(a)

Relates to any potentialtraffic effects that may arise from Fulton Hogan
Limited’s proposal to establish, operate, maintain and close the Roydon

Quarry; and
(b)

Reports on the outcome of expert conferencing between thesix traffic

experts! who havefiled evidencein this matter.
2.

The expert conference was held on Tuesday 12 November 2019 at the

offices of Canterbury Regional Council. John Hardie (Barrister and Mediator)
facilitated the conference.

3.

The experts involved have read Appendix 3 ofthe Environment Court

Practice Note and confirm they have complied withit.
4.

In particular (and as set out in paragraphs 1(a) and (b) of Appendix 3) the
witnesses understand:

(a)

the role of a JWSis to clearly record the issues agreed and not agreed,
between them. Succinct reasons are to be captured in the JWS. This
will assist all parties and the decision-makers in focussing on the

matters that remain in dispute and the significance of them;
(b)

expert conferencing is not a forum in which compromise or a mediated
outcome betweenthe expertsis anticipated. Unlike mediation, the
“aim” is not resolution. Rather, the aim is clear identification of and
narrowing of points of difference.

5.

Mr Wright provided evidencefor Christchurch City Council, but is on
bereavement leave. His place has been taken by Mr Falconer, a fellow
director at Quality Transport Planning, who will now adopt and present Mr
Wright’s evidence.
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Matters Discussed

The assessmentoftraffic generation and distribution for the quarry

6.

The evidence of Mr Wright referred to higher numbersof trucks at the
adjacent Pound Road quarry, observed by him during the morning peak hour.
Mr Metherell noted that the quantum oftrucks at the Roydon quarry is to be
restricted to a maximum daily level. The experts noted that the issue of
variations in the hourly flow can be mitigated by the proposed management
plan approach(see below).

Safety and efficiency of primary access route to SH1

7.

The experts agreed that the site access intersection is expected to operate
safely and efficiently.
The carriageway of Jones Roadis to be widened between thesite access
and Dawsons Road, prior to the operation of the Quarry (as a condition of
consent). The experts have not raised any issues with the use ofthis section
of Jones Road by quarry relatedtraffic (after widening).
The Jones Road/Dawsons Roadintersection is to be upgradedto a
roundabout, prior to the operation of the Quarry. The experts agree that the
options put forward in the Integrated Transport Assessment (and in the
evidencein chief of Mr Metherell) will improve the situation at an intersection

which currently has a poor safety record. Mr Falconerconsiders that both
options will address the safety issue, but he notes Christchurch City Council’s
preference for Option 2 (the three arm roundabout), which would be more
consistent with the road hierarchy. The experts agree that both options can
satisfactorily accommodate quarry related traffic.

10.

The experts note that the railway level crossing on Dawsons Roadis close to
the intersection with Jones Road to the north and SH1 to the south.

11.

The distance between the level crossing and Jones Road will be increased
as a result of the intersection upgrade referred to in paragraph 9 above. The
experts agree that there is a low probability of queueing extending between
the level crossing and the proposed roundabout, based on the options shown
within the Integrated Transport Assessment. The experts acknowledge that
the roundabout design will be subject to safety audit, and they recommend
that the audit should consider the potential interaction of the roundaboutwith
the level crossing.
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12.

The potential for queueing between the level crossing and the SH1 /
Dawsons Road roundabout(currently under construction) was extensively
discussed by the experts:

(a)

There is concernif northbound queues from the railway crossing
extend back to the SH1/Dawsons Road roundabout, leading to
occasional/unexpected queues. This queueing could block the exit
from the roundabout, and thenthecirculating carriageway. This issue

has been the subjectof discussions between the Applicant and the NZ
Transport Agency — see paragraph 13 below;
(b)

There is concern if southbound queues from the SH1 roundabout
extend back acrossthelevel crossing.

13.

Mr Metherell tabled a draft Queue ManagementPlan, and associated draft
conditions, that has been developed in discussion with the NZ Transport
Agency”. This was developed to address the main issue of concernto the
Transport Agency, which relates to queuesfrom the level crossing extending
back to the new SH1/Dawsons Road roundabout (when the level crossing
flashing lights are activated and the barriers are lowered).

14.

It was noted that Selwyn District Council (and Christchurch City Council)
have not been involved in developing this draft Queue ManagementPlan.

15.

The experts noted that the draft Queue ManagementPlan (and associated
draft conditions) do not currently address the potential queue of southbound
traffic on Dawsons Road, approaching the SH1 roundabout. They
recommend thatthe draft plan is expanded accordingly, to refer to monitoring
in both directions, and the identification of potential mitigation measures
covering both directions.

The experts agree that there appear to be

technical solutions to addressthe issues identified.

Traffic effects on other parts of the District Council road network

16.

The experts have notidentified any specific area wide traffic effects of the
proposal (beyond those expected along the route discussed within
paragraphs 7 to 15 above).

17.

The experts note that the routing of quarry related trucks is to be restricted by
proposed Condition 38 (the transportation management and routing plan).

2 The Applicant and the Transport Agency have consulted informally with KiwiRail
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This will discourage routing via Jones Road through Templeton. The
operation of this plan is to be an ongoing management requirement.

18.

Mr Carr's evidencerefers to the possibility of future changesin the
distribution of quarry related traffic, in the medium/long term. He considers
that the review clause (currently condition 83) should specifically mention
traffic distribution. Mr Metherell considers that the proposed review condition
provides wide ranging ability to consider any unanticipated future changesin
traffic distribution.

Traffic Modelling methods and outcomes

19.

Traffic modelling was carried out partly to assess the area widetraffic effects,
and also to assessin detail the potential queueing between the railway level
crossing and the adjacentintersections.

20.

The experts acknowledge that the assessmentof queuesat a level crossing
depends on numerous input assumptions, which implies a level of uncertainty

around the accuracy of outputs. The experts agree that the modelling

indicates that there is some potential for northbound queueing on Dawsons
Road if the quarry proposal does not proceed, and a greater potential for this
queueing if the quarry does proceed.

21.

However, the experts note that any uncertainties associated with the detailed
modelling of forecast queuesare ofless significance if the issue of concern
can be dealt with by a management plan. Such a plan is now proposed to
address the issue of northbound queues on Dawsons Road, and asnoted

in
paragraph 15 above, the experts recommend that the scope ofthis plan is
expandedto include southbound queues on Dawsons Road, back from the

SH1 roundabout.
Conditions.

22,

The experts note the importance of the condition Specifying the “rolling
average and maximum numbers of daily truck movements. This will ensure
that the forecast truck numbers (i.e. those relied on in thetraffic modelling)
are not exceeded.

23.

The experts support the conceptof the draft Queue ManagementPlan,
although they highlighted that the planners should consider:
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(a)

Reference to the appropriate road controlling authority (with regard to
certifying the Plan — should it be Selwyn District Council or the NZ
Transport Agency, given that the plan will relate to the operation of the
State Highway network);

(b)

Consideration of how anythird party inputs and responsibilities are to

be covered within the Plan (in order to give certainty of
implementation).

24.

The experts comments above are based on the scope of the draft Queue
ManagementPlan being expanded to cover southbound traffic on Dawsons

Road (as well as northbound traffic).
25.

an
The experts consider that text should be added into the condition requiring
induction plan, and/or the condition relating to the Queue ManagementPlan,
requiring that arrangementsfor site induction shall include safe travel
proceduresacrossthe level crossing.

Signed & dated 12 November 2019.

Andrew Metherell

Tim Kelly

fl Mair
John Falconer

Andy Carr

David Scarlet

Lin Clark
lan Clark
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