Planetary Healing Foundation (INT)
544 Hurunui Bluff Road
R.D.1 Hawarden
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30th September 2019
Environment Canterbury Regional Council
200 Tuam Street
Christchurch
Dear Hearing Commissioners and Affected parties, Kia Ora (Let's Live Together)
We have been invited to have our say.
1. We call for a cultural revolution. shift in intelligence. a reality shift and get real with the future.
We believe that the industrial revolution combined with the invention of chemical and synthetic
fertilizers, chemicals,etc has had drastic negative impact on local and global environment
including human health. The statistics available today speak for themselves. Aotearoa/New
Zealand is geographically blessed in many ways and should be a shining example of success and
health. But what we find is a country burdened with ill health, cancer, burgeoning hospitals, and
high suicide rates including farmers. We call for a Cultural Revolution.
We believe that this can be achieved by a combination of measures and steps to be taken
including goodwill and a positive spirit.
The proposed plan change to the Hurunui and Waiau River Regional plan, in our opinion is another
wasteful bureaucratic ongoing process of the current situation. We believe it will achieve very little at
considerable cost without tangible result.
1. We call upon Fonterra, Federated Farmers, Beef and Lamb New Zealand, Silver Fern Farms,
Landcorp, Synlait, etc and all farmers to convert "en masse" to Assure Quality certified organic or
other auditor. This probably will not suit any current business model, whose main income is
achieved by profiteering at the expense or degradation of the Environment. Such organisations
need restructuring.
This necessitates a shift in intelligence, but th is is not a hard ask today, due to the amount of
living examples, the information available, the generous time frames allowed for transitions.
The other major factor is that the markets are swinging to organic. So, why keep sailing a sinking
ship (Waka) towards the rocks?
Due to the harmonious culture of organic farming there are very few restrictions in comparison to
"conventional farming".It's nothing new, most farmers ascendants have farmed in such principle
ways for hundreds, even thousands of years.
Farmers need help to convert/revert,
1. Farmers need financial pressure taken away by District councils, Regional councils and the New
Zealand Government.
Farmers need financial packages, tax breaks, material rebates, rates rebates, etc from all of the
three above governances. It's a wise way to use public money to help farmers culture shift to a
better way that is acceptable to the Environment and the Public.
We believe that the following compensatable activities need to stop.
1. It doesn't matter whether the land is irrigated or not irrigated, "break feeding" is a form of
mob stocking affecting soil structure and certainly a major contributing factor to nitrate runoff

and nutrient leaching into waterways nationwide. Break feeding usually is in complicity with
breach of stock rights regarding shade. As we have stated above, farmers need to be
compensated for loss of revenue and cultural shift. Generally speaking, at present farmers are
being pushed to run high numbers of animals and crops, usually by bureaucratic compliances,
banking fees, rates, taxes and inheritance laws. This is wrong.
Farmers need to be actually financially able to "back off" and run less stock units, while being
able to have satisfactory income without excessive stress on themselves and the Environment.
2. Beef cattle (especially in hill and high country) and Dairy cattle need to be excluded from
flowing waterways and not allowed to have 24/7 access to flowing waterways, except where
suitable drinking access can be established.
Again, farmers need to be paid to do this, in some cases it's a major operation, but with materials
available today, remote areas can easily be serviced with solar panels, shocker units, batteries,
treadins and electric fence wire. These are relatively low cost items nowadays and easily erected.
Not only flowing waterways need to be hot wired or permanently fenced also swamps, ponds,
springs and tarns need ring fencing with hot wires. Sheep, by their very own nature, generally
are not so damaging to water quality. Good fencing is a tried and trusted method of controlling
stock, how else will we keep cattle out of waterways? Farmers and landowners need to
psychological shift away from thinking that the land is "theirs".
3. The consequences of the N.P.K (see Liebig) and industrial fertilizers era has been devastating
not only to Canterbury, but to the whole world.
Expert evidence, Dr Viktor Schauberger, master of soil, science, physics and water, from "Living
Water"
"After only a few years there is evidence the earth treated with artificial fertiliser is seen reduced
to dross (rubbish) . Externally everything seems to ripen and thrive, but it is only a facade (trick)
The ripening has emerged from putrid rotting earth. The fruits of the decay are cancer." Currently
we have a cancer epidemic.
Mr B. Trotter (Canterbury Farmer) from "The Rape of our Heritage".
"Cancer and heart disease are so closely allied and interwoven that I cannot separate them. My
findings are that they arrive from a lack of essential health giving minerals which are being
progressively leached from our soils".
Dr.H.C.A.Vogel from "The Nature Doctor"
"All these natural materials are appropriate for organic fertilising. Strong chemical or artificial
ferti lisers should be avoided at all cost. The keeping quality and flavour of produce grown in
organic soil are vastly superior to that of produce grown in soil treated with inorganic fertilisers".
It is common knowledge that acidified and artificial chemical fertilizers are detrimental to the
earth, destroying vital moisture bearing soil humus, soil flora and fauna, driving away earthworm
populations, collapsing soil structure creati ng the demand for more and more irrigation. This is a
vicious downward cycle affecting water quality, public health, etc, etc.
We call for total shift from solids to liquids.
This would mean a downturn in revenue for aerial applicators, truck companies, spreaders,
fertilizer companies, etc. These parties are compensatable. This is the cost and the price we have
to pay as a nation, as a step to get off the destructive cycle in which we are caught. Currently the
fertiliser situation is like a bolting horse out of control with no bridle or rein.
Natural products such as lime, dolomite, rock phosphate and other slow-release minerals are legitimate
inputs, so the above companies and contractors would still be permitted to continue to use existing
machinery,and infrastructure, etc, for spreading and applications.

The chemical ferts (e.g urea etc) should only be allowed to be applied in solution. This way means that
these artificial fertilisers would no longer be able to be 'dumped' at high rates, without controls, causing
fertilizer leaching into aquifers, waterways, springs, etc.
The solution is the solution. There is an increase in cost/hectare for this shift. Farmers could need
financial support and compensation to achieve the result and get over the line. They could need
assistance to establish new infrastructure, if they wish to continue to use artificial fertiliser products. NO
MORE SOLIDS
As a nation, these are the costs and the money we have to come up with, to clean up our own act. We
have spent hugely on water quantity with excellent results, now we have to spend equally on water
quality.
We believe that by implementing the above suggestions, there can be real progress, prosperity and
satisfaction in the rural and National economy. Plus the downstream benefit of improved Waterways,
Public Health, also increased revenue from much higher value export products.
We estimate that if every New Zealander could give two dollars per week, after 5 years or sooner, we
could easily achieve the above goals.
We do not support the proposed plan change.
We believe that the best plan change is outlined above.
We call for a Cultural Revolution.
Leave the Earth better than you find it.
Yours Sincerely

Pete Clark (Secretary)
Planetary Healing Foundation (INT)
cc
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Finance
Minister Primary Industries
Minister of Environment
NZ First
NZ Green Party
Beef and Lamb N.Z
Fonterra
Federated Farmers
N.Z Forest and Bird
Fish and Game N.Z
(and other interest groups, individuals, citizens, and business organisations.)
Institute of Sustainable Agriculture Nepal
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