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To whom it may concern

Please see attached Submission on Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Canterbury Land and
Water Regional Plan.

Yours Sincerely
Mark and Mandy Robins
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To whom it may concern. 

My name is Mark Robins. I am 62 years of age and have lived and farmed in the Opihi catchment all my life. My wife Mandy and I are sheep and beef farmers in Totara Valley, near Pleasant Point. We run a sustainable farming business. We use minimal chemicals and have done so for 40 years. We use little to no Nitrogen. Our fertiliser use is low in comparison to other forms of farming but is enough to maintain our production. We have a very high earthworm population which indicates healthy soil. Our farm has 120 hectares of irrigation via K-Line and we are Opuha Dam shareholders. 

This submission is in support of Opuha Water Limited’s opposition to the PC7 minimum flow regime (for 2030 in table 14(W)), and the faster draw down of the lake in dry years. Opuha Water Limited has formed a Release Advisory Group (OEFRAG) which has effectively controlled water levels in the past. PC7 has wiped this group. The flow regime in PC7 will drain the dam and dry up the river, having the opposite effect of what is desired. The whole river system will be worse off. It appears to me that ECAN has a corporate memory and does not remember how before the dam was built, the river use to dry up during drought years. 

In terms of the partial restriction regime set out in Table 14(V) we have two main concerns:

1. The PC7 approach, which is a 50% restriction for a level 1 regime and a 75% restriction for a level 2 regime, is a significant deviation from current practices and will have significant consequences for irrigators. It is too harsh and fails to recognise the benefits of the Opuha Dam, which irrigators own and fund.

2. The 24 hour volumetric restriction for irrigators will lead to gross inefficiencies of water released from the Opuha Dam. 

In addition to this, PC7 has no regard for the financial impact of this regime, the personal cost this would have, or the investment by the farmers to build the dam and their on-farm irrigation systems. When farming regulations in Europe and the UK were imposed, making farming more restrictive, the farmers were supported financially. New Zealand farmers will never be supported financially in this way by the government or Environment Canterbury.

Decisions we seek from Environment Canterbury for PC7:

1. Delete Table 14(W) in its entirety. 

2. Delete the partial restrictions in Table 14(V) and replace with Table 14(Viii) submitted by the Adaptive Management Working Group (AMWG).

3. Adopt a fortnightly volumetric restriction, based on a restriction regime for the Mainstem. 

It is evident to us the adverse effects that PC7 in its current form will have on irrigators, the river and South Canterbury’s economy. Therefore, we wish to record our support for the Opuha Water Limited’s submission to oppose the PC7 minimum flow regime



Yours sincerely

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mark and Mandy Robins
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1. Delete Table 14(W) in its entirety.  
2. Delete the partial restrictions in Table 14(V) and replace with Table 14(Viii) submitted by the 

Adaptive Management Working Group (AMWG). 
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It is evident to us the adverse effects that PC7 in its current form will have on irrigators, the river and 
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Yours sincerely 

Mark and Mandy Robins 

 


