Upper Waitaki Zone

WORK PROGRAMME PROGRESS
UPDATE 2018/19
What is this?

What has been achieved?

This report is an update of our ‘on-the-ground’ work
programmes which aim to improve the environment and
protect ecosystems.

Significant collaborative activity with
the Ministry of Defence, Department of
Conservation (DOC) and local community
focused on relocating trout. Over 200
trout were relocated over the three days.

It shows the outcomes we set and how they align with the
target areas of the Canterbury Water Management Strategy.
It summarises what we did and what was achieved
over the past year.
We worked with landowners and stakeholders by providing
expertise, knowledge, funding, resources, follow-ups,
monitoring and measuring outcomes.

Why does it matter?
Protecting and improving the natural environment is
our top priority and aligns with what our communities have
asked for.
This work starts with local on-the-ground projects and
actions – stream by stream and farm by farm, working
towards lofty goals of clean water and healthy ecosystems.
It’s important to analyse the work being done so we can put
our resources and efforts into the most productive areas,
aligning with wider community concerns

Environment Canterbury Land
Management Advisors worked with
farmers across the zone preparing for new
provisions included in Plan Change 5 to the
Land and Water Regional Plan (PC5).
Information posters have been developed
and displayed on community noticeboards
across the zone, to give local people and
tourists easy access to information on
local sites and water quality. These posters
are updated seasonally and work together
with the Love Your Lakes campaign.
The zone team has been leading the
Project SHIFT, in collaboration with
Landcare Trust, looking at developing best
practice tools for sediment loss control,
particularly on hill farming locations.

See inside for our work programme progress outcomes
See the back page for a local case study

PROGRESS OF OUTCOMES

for the Upper Waitaki work programme 2018-19
GOOD MANAGEMENT PRACTICE

IMPROVING RECREATIONAL AND
AMENITY VALUES

Farmers in the Upper Waitaki Zone support and
apply innovative good management practice,
including recognition of mahinga kai values.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Land Management Advisors have completed pre-visit data
on 17 properties that were thought to need farming land use
consents, and have identified the three properties that are
not required to apply.
The team has so far met with 10 of the 17 farmers to provide
direct one-to-one support.
Eight Farm Environment Plan reviews have been completed
since April across the Upper Waitaki Zone and Orari,
Temuka, Opihi and Pareora Zone.
The team has met with six farmers in the Willow Burn
catchment to date and undertaken two stream walks (the
Hen Burn, on Ahuriri Downs and Quail Burn Station), where
it has identified the Critical Source Areas (CSA).

•
•
•
•

Land use consent applications for two properties on
Omarama Stream are underway with the team completing
Farm Environment Plan checks for both. The team is also
supporting one farmer who is working through his own Farm
Environment Plan.

Safe drinking water is available for all.

A working group was formed, including team members
from Environment Canterbury and Mackenzie District
Council, to raise the awareness of, work with and
support landowners in making the transition from noncompliant to compliant septic tanks.

A zone committee meeting involved a hāngī in Omarama
for the community, together with a public meeting to
discuss PC5 implications and whether consents to farm
were needed.
A field trip to Lake Middleton with local community
groups and community members, and Department of
Conservation and Fish & Game representatives.
The zone committee has submitted on the next round of
signage around the area. It also suggested extending the
Love Your Lakes campaign to include reference to rivers
and streams.
Relevant water quality results are included in the
community posters displayed around the area. Summer
posters report on the water quality of swimming spots.

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT

On a visit to Willow Burn Station, staff observed non-grazing
induced weed building up in waterways and severe flooding
around waterways. As a result, a working group has been
formed to explore fencing options for waterways, and their
advantages and disadvantages.

GOOD-QUALITY, AFFORDABLE
DRINKING WATER

•

Environmental impacts of recreational activities
are sustainably and appropriately managed.

Biodiversity protection and enhancement
is achieved by supporting landowners,
district council, and other agencies to
undertake biodiversity protection and
enhancement projects.

•
•
•

The zone committee has allocated 100% (about
$100,000) of the 2018/19 Immediate Steps funds to six
key projects:
Support for the Omarama Stream water users group is
ongoing, and the fencing of Omarama Stream continues
with the support of a number of landowners
Partnerships developed with organisations, including
DOC, District Council, QEII, Beef and Lamb NZ and other
farmer groups to ensure a step change in the protection
and enhancement of terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity
in the zone.

FOCUS ON WETLANDS, SPRINGFED AND HILL-FED STREAMS

COMPLIANCE

All consents in the Upper Waitaki Zone that
need monitoring are monitored, high-risk
pollution incidents are responded to and
consent holder’s practices are aligned with
community outcomes.

Priority wetlands, spring-fed and hill-fed
streams are identified, and their ecological
and cultural quality is maintained and
steadily improved over time.

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Annual allocation of Biodiversity Strategy and Immediate
Steps funding is fully utilised on projects that protect
and enhance high value wetland areas, hill-fed stream
catchments and dryland vegetation areas.

•

Last monitoring round of the Galaxias macronasus for the
2018/19 financial year was carried out in early April. Good
fish numbers were observed at Clifton Downs.
April also saw three days of trout relocation. This work
involved around 13 people each day from Department of
Conservation, Environment Canterbury and New Zealand
Defence Force, along with a number of community
volunteers. Over 200 trout were relocated over the three
days.
In May, two separate days of field work in the upper
Fork Stream targeted the true left tributary, in advance
of trout spawning season. Trout were still found in a
very small sub-stream due to the challenging nature
of electrofishing in a narrow, turfed over-channel
surface and overhung banks (trout tend to go to the
banks when electrofished). An alternative way of
electrofishing will be trialled.
A member of Environment Canterbury’s team has
been leading the Project SHIFT, in collaboration with
Landcare Trust, which is looking at developing best
practice tools for sediment loss control, particularly
on hill farms.

•

•

A comprehensive Compliance, Monitoring and
Enforcement programme has been finalised for the
Upper Waitaki/Mackenzie Basin area. This programme
is based around the farms that have the complex water
consents but also includes other farms that will be
affected by the Plan Change 5 provisions – that is, they
will need a farming land use consent because of their
irrigated area.
The programme identifies and lists farms within the
Upper Waitaki/Mackenzie Basin, and prioritises the
schedule of monitoring visits based on the level of
criticality of consents and on past performance. Teams,
including Compliance Officers and Land Management
Advisors, began monitoring the highest-priority
consents in May.
New or recently installed fish screens are being targeted
as part of the regional programme.

TARGETS

Canterbury Water
Management Strategy

Case study planning is 95% complete.
Liaison with key partners achieved two purposes: to
provide an update on progress and to seek advice on
‘tool’ development and hosting opportunities.

Ecosystem health
and biodiversity
Energy security
and efficiency
Environmental
limits
Irrigated
land area
Kaitiakitanga

Achieving the community’s vision through
10 broad target areas, developed to measure
progress in protecting water and ecosystems
in Canterbury now and in the future.

Threatened native bignose galaxias become VIP residents
The Upper Waitaki Water Zone Committee provided funding
to a stream enhancement project that will protect the
threatened native big nose galaxias fish.
A natural spring-fed stream system running through a farm
near Omarama has received some extra help to improve
water quality.
Twaddle’s Swamp, located on land owned by Wendy and
Richard Parsons, has undergone stream enhancement, along
with the planting of 500 new native plants to help its VIP
residents – the threatened big nose galaxias.
Previous stream enhancement work and fencing had already
been carried out on the property but the Parsons noticed that
the streams still did not drain well and were clogged with
weeds and plants.
After Wendy and Richard raised the problem with the Upper
Waitaki Water Zone Committee, a field trip was organised to
understand the issues and a plan was agreed upon to help
the stream flow better.
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Now, with the stream cleared and natives planted to provide
shade and reduce weeds, it’s hoped the stream’s water
quality will continue to improve without the help of human’s
– or digger’s, for that measure – intervention.
If you have a local biodiversity project that could benefit
from funding support visit the Water Zone Committee’s
biodiversity funding page to find out where and how to apply.
Saving the tiny critters ticks off one of the Committee’s
ecosystem health and biodiversity goals for 2018-19.
The initiation of a five-year study was undertaken to
assess the impacts of different management practices on
populations of galaxias macronasus.
Practices included manipulations around stock access,
fencing to exclude stock, and fencing plus riparian planting.
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