Christchurch
West Melton Zone

WORK PROGRAMME
PROGRESS UPDATE 2018/19
What is this?

What has been achieved?

This report is an update of our ‘on-the-ground’ work
programmes which aim to improve the environment and
protect ecosystems.

• Completed the erosion and sediment
control field trial

It shows the outcomes we set and how they align with the
target areas of the Canterbury Water Management Strategy.
It summarises what we did and what was achieved
over the past year.
We worked with landowners and stakeholders by providing
expertise, knowledge, funding, resources, follow-ups,
monitoring and measuring outcomes.

Why does it matter?
Protecting and improving the natural environment is
our top priority and aligns with what our communities have
asked for.
This work starts with local on-the-ground projects and
actions – stream by stream and farm by farm, working
towards lofty goals of clean water and healthy ecosystems.

• Supported Immediate Steps funding
and projects
• Engaged with the community and
community groups in numerous ways,
including through the Litta Trap trial,
a mobile resource, the Styx Living
Laboratory and community events
• Investigated the Ōtukaikino stream
• Collaborated with Christchurch City
Council on numerous projects
• Continued to monitor high-risk consents
• Responded to incident responses in
priority catchments
• Conducted an on-the-spot
infringement trial.

It’s important to analyse the work being done so we can put
our resources and efforts into the most productive areas,
aligning with wider community concerns

See inside for our work programme progress outcomes
See the back page for a local case study

PROGRESS OF OUTCOMES
for the Christchurch West Melton work programme 2018-19
IMPROVED STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT

IMPROVED BIODIVERSITY
Community is committed to improving
biodiversity and projects are protecting and
enhancing biodiversity.

Stormwater is treated to a better standard at
source and the public stormwater network’s
ability to treat stormwater has improved.

•
•

The zone team has continued to work with consent
holders and react to incidents over the year by
providing education and support and taking any
necessary enforcement action.

•

The team has provided an effective pollution
prevention service to internal and external
stakeholders across Canterbury. They have completed
the erosion and sediment control field trial and the
Erosion and Sediment Control Toolbox, which is
available on esccanterbury.co.nz.

IMPROVED PRIORITY
CATCHMENTS HEALTH
Water quality and biodiversity trends
improving in Addington Brook and Riccarton
Stream (Ōtākaro/Avon River catchment)
and Cashmere Stream and Haytons Stream
(Ōpāwaho/ Heathcote catchment).

•
•
•

•

The zone team developed the draft Addington Brook
‘living’ catchment management plan in collaboration
with key partners. Work has been progressing on the
“MEDUSA” and “Storminator” projects with University
of Canterbury.
The team will develop a draft Riccarton Stream ‘living’
catchment management plan in collaboration with key
partners. It is monitoring all high-risk consents within
this catchment as a priority.
The team will also develop a draft Haytons Stream
‘living’ catchment management plan in collaboration
with key partners. Christchurch City Council has
approved the action plan. Further work has been put
on hold while work proceeds in other priority
catchment areas.
The focus for the Cashmere Stream was to reduce
sediment into the stream. The zone team completed
this work collaboratively with Christchurch City Council
and businesses within the catchment, as key players in
the catchment.

The zone team has focused on biodiversity protection,
restoration and enhancement throughout the year
through the Immediate Steps programme. Five projects
have been completed and a further two are scheduled
to get underway soon.
1. Albert Stream stage 2 – Community group Port Hills
Park Trust performed weed control across about
3ha and planted 1000 native plants, completing this
work in May 2019
2. Cashmere Stream stage 3 – Planting was completed by
May 2019 and maintenance of the stream will be ongoing
3. Dry grasslands project – Planting is underway and
dry land native nodes are on track to be established
by May 2020
4. Ōtukaikino Stream enhancement – The project was on
hold but now Isaac Conservation Trust has agreed to
take up the facilitation of the project from 1 August 2019
5. Wairarapa Stream school enhancement – Through
EnviroSchools, local school Burnside Primary
undertook and completed enhancement work on an
area of stream habitat in Burnside
6. Styx River, Brooklands – Traps have been purchased
and are being deployed, with Environment
Canterbury representatives taking and managing
locations and maps
7. Kōwhai Sanctuary – Beginning in August 2019,
West Melton Primary School will install 1000
native dry land plants in rabbit enclosures under
the supervision of EnviroSchools and Environment
Canterbury Field Services.

RECREATION AND AMENITY
OPPORTUNITIES
Aquatic and adjacent land recreational values in
selected locations are maintained or improved.

•
•

To protect and enhance biodiversity in the Styx River, staff
are working to protect the ecological health of the river and
are looking for a research topic for the river that is suitable
for a student to investigate during the summer of 2019/20.
Environment Canterbury continues to have representation
on the Styx Living Laboratory Trust and is supporting three
interns in the trust.

IMPROVED INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
CAPABILITY IN URBAN WATERWAYS
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMMES

GROUNDWATER SAFEGUARDED USES
AND WATER USED EFFICIENTLY
The quality of untreated drinking water
from aquifers is safeguarded. Water levels,
quality and flows at spring-heads of springfed waterways are safeguarded. Use of
water in both rural and urban areas is
targeted and efficient.

•
•

The zone team ensured that consented discharges in
the groundwater protection zone are within acceptable
environmental limits and that permitted activity limits
are met.
It has monitored high-risk consents and responded to
incidents accordingly. Responses involve working with
offenders by providing education and, where necessary,
taking enforcement action.

INCREASED COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Christchurch-West Melton public/community
understanding of the stormwater cycle has
improved. Public/community understanding
of what residents and businesses can do to
reduce pollution of stormwater has increased
and desired behaviours are increasing.

•

•

The team was an effective partner in the Community
Water Partnership. It provided effective support to key
community groups focused on water quality, waterway
health and water use. In particular, it continued to
engage and work collaboratively with:
• Avon Heathcote Estuary Ihutai Trust
• Cashmere Stream Care Group
• Ōpāwaho Heathcote River Network
• Avon Ōtākaro Network.
Work included undertaking the Litta Trap trial,
supporting community group events, promoting
Christchurch City Council’s cycle and walkway project,
and continuing to work with the Styx Living Laboratory.

A better-connected network of individuals
through a range of organisations and community
groups with access to up-to-date knowledge
and learnings on effective urban waterways
improvement programmes.

•
•
•
•

The zone team has ensured that consented air
discharges in the groundwater protection zone are
within acceptable environmental limits and that
permitted activity limits are met.
It monitors high-risk consents regularly and the incident
response team continues to address any breach of rules.
An internal and external capability has been developed
across Canterbury in urban catchment improvement
programmes, through sharing lessons learnt from
Addington Brook, Cashmere Stream, Haytons Stream
and Riccarton Stream.
Over the 2018/19 financial year, staff have developed:
• Training workshops on erosion and sediment control
• The Roimata Commons Trust pilot project on
stormwater behaviour change
• The Stormwater Superhero mobile community resource
• An exemplar and education on household
stormwater treatment.

TARGETS

Canterbury Water
Management Strategy

Ecosystem health
and biodiversity
Environmental
limits
Recreational & amenity
opportunities
Achieving the community’s vision through
10 broad target areas, developed to measure
progress in protecting water and ecosystems
in Canterbury now and in the future.

Instant fines ensure protection of urban waterways
Environment Canterbury has worked with the construction
industry to ensure awareness around new rulings help to curb
erosion and contain sediment, while protecting waterways.

“We have seen an increased presence of construction sites
across Christchurch . . . run-off from construction sites can
be particularly harmful to the environment,” Valyn said.

In doing so, they have pioneered a new spot-fining system to
ensure those waterways are protected from sediment.

“It has a negative impact on biodiversity, potentially causing
harm to fish and plants by disrupting their environments, and
on water quality,” he said.

From October 2018, anyone causing sediment to run into
waterways is now subject to an instant $750 fine.
Environment Canterbury’s regional leader Resource Management
Act investigations Valyn Barrett said up until recently, the
approach had always been to issue infringement notices.
“We issued infringements for non-compliant erosion and
sediment control, but these typically take some time to issue.
“We have now improved our processes and will do it on the
spot instead. This will provide a more effective signal to
offenders and better environmental outcomes,” he said.
The 2018 pilot focused on the construction industry around
the central Christchurch and Port Hills area.
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It is one of the Christchurch West Melton zone’s ecosystem
and biodiversity goals to ensure high risk sites reduce their
discharges of contaminants.
This is generally through applying pressure to these
businesses through the use of our compliance and
enforcement tools.
“We will continue to work closely with the construction
industry to ensure they clearly understand their obligations
and what best practice looks like, so that sites are managed
well and the impact on waterways and the surrounding
environment is minimised,” Valyn said.

Facilitating sustainable development
in the Canterbury region
www.ecan.govt.nz

