Ashburton Zone

WORK PROGRAMME PROGRESS
UPDATE 2018/19
What is this?

What has been achieved?

This report is an update of our ‘on-the-ground’ work
programmes which aim to improve the environment and
protect ecosystems.

Solid progress has been made in
Ashburton Zone against outcomes.
Much of the focus has been on the
Hakatere/Ashburton outcome as the
Hakatere/Ashburton River catchment
consent review has begun.

It shows the outcomes we set and how they align with the
target areas of the Canterbury Water Management Strategy.
It summarises what we did and what was achieved
over the past year.
We worked with landowners and stakeholders by providing
expertise, knowledge, funding, resources, follow-ups,
monitoring and measuring outcomes.

Why does it matter?
Protecting and improving the natural environment is
our top priority and aligns with what our communities have
asked for.
This work starts with local on-the-ground projects and
actions – stream by stream and farm by farm, working
towards lofty goals of clean water and healthy ecosystems.
It’s important to analyse the work being done so we can put
our resources and efforts into the most productive areas,
aligning with wider community concerns

This project aims to raise the minimum
flow of the river over time and improve
its ecological health. Another priority
area has been to develop the Hakatere/
Ashburton River Mouth Management
Strategy, which will lead to stronger
recognition of the river mouth’s values.
Two new outcomes were added at
the start of this financial year – ‘safe
and sustainable drinking water’ and
‘compliance’. Both of these outcomes
demonstrate that compliance,
monitoring and enforcement work in
the zone has been effective in ensuring
consented and permitted activities
deliver community outcomes.

See inside for our work programme progress outcomes
See the back page for a local case study

PROGRESS OF OUTCOMES
for the Ashburton work programme 2018-19
GOOD MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (GMP)

HEKEAO/HINDS RIVER AND DRAINS

All farmers are operating at GMP or better.

•
•
•
•

•

The zone team held bi-monthly catch-ups with rural
bank representatives and met with several rural
professional sector groups.
Regular liaison occurred with rural consultants, mainly
around farming land use campaigns, Plan Change 5 to the
Land and Water Regional Plan and Overseer changes.
The team developed and held its second rural
professional forum, which was well attended by 50
plus people.
Two campaigns are running for farming land use
consents, which concern areas with greater than 50ha
of irrigation and Hinds. Reminder letters have been sent
and successful drop-in sessions held. Articles in local
newspapers have been published and the team has
provided updates to the zone committee.

Landowners, rūnanga, stakeholders, local
authorities and others are working together
to protect and enhance biodiversity
throughout the zone.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Investigations have begun into an Ashburton Lakes
project focused on GMP and working with landowners.

BIODIVERSITY

•
•

Hekeao/Hinds River and drains are managed
in a way that provides for multiple needs
and interests.

•
•

The GMP outcome referenced the Hinds farming land
use consent campaign.
The team completed the Ministry for Primary Industries’
year 2 project for the Managed Aquifer Recharge project
sites in Hinds. A governance group has been formed and
funding applied for.
The Near River Recharge site was formally opened in
September 2018 with a community planting event.
Planting followed in autumn 2019, with ANZ staff, to
stabilise the bund between the site and the Hekeao/
Hinds River.
An end-of-season meeting on mahinga kai trial sites
was held with landowners. Signage has gone up to alert
contractors to the new management regime in these
drains. Two sites in the north Ashburton area have been
identified but not developed due to funding constraints
and because the zone committee is still to make some
decisions in this area.
The team produced a weir handout from the Hinds
Drains Working Party and Fish & Game. It made a
successful funding application to Advance Ashburton
for invertebrate monitoring.
The variable minimum flow trial of Boundary Drain has
just completed its second season. The camera recording
of hāpua opening has been approved.

Team members have regularly attended Ashburton
District Council’s biodiversity working group.
The team has successfully implemented priority weed,
pest and predator control in the Hakatere/Ashburton,
Rakaia and Rangitata Rivers with support from both
regional and zone Immediate Steps funding.

SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE
DRINKING WATER

A sustainable supply of water that meets the
needs of present and future generations and
complies with drinking water standards.

Flows in the rivers have presented challenges for
management over the nesting season but overall results
from a smaller number of birds are positive. An end-ofseason meeting on bird habitat has been held.
The team has worked with Ashburton District Council on
the 4WD park and future planning for its users.
Of the $104,500 Immediate Steps funding budget
for the year, $102,149 has been allocated across 17
projects. All of these projects focused on the zone’s
priority areas; many are protection projects, including
some multi-year ones.

•

All high-risk consents within Ashburton’s community
drinking water protection zones were monitored within
this financial year and a report on the overall project
went to the zone committee in May. Full compliance was
achieved. The team made a recommendation to the zone
committee to revisit this outcome within 24 months and
extend monitoring to include high-risk permitted activities.

HAKATERE/ASHBURTON RIVER

COMMUNITY UNDERSTANDING

Improve the ecosystem health of the
Hakatere/ Ashburton River.

•
•

•
•
•
•

The zone committee signed off on a recommendation
to endorse a consent review of the Hakatere/Ashburton
River catchment.
Implementation has since started, with two community
meetings planned and notification of the 100 plus
consent holders who will be affected. This follows 18
months of science modelling of the catchment and
analysis of the impact on consent holders. Multiple
workshops have been held with the zone committee
over the past year.
The team developed the Hakatere/Ashburton River
Mouth Management Strategy following consultation
with the community.

•

•
•

The launch of the Kānuka Mid Canterbury Regeneration
Trust is aimed at creating youth and community
engagement opportunities.
Biodiversity and Immediate Steps funding snapshot
articles were published earlier in the year.
An Ashburton Guardian Farming supplement
focused on team profile, office refurbishment
and the GMP campaign.

Ashburton District Council’s global stormwater
discharge consent has been granted for 25 years for the
Ashburton, Tinwald and Fairton area.
Science confirmed birds were the primary E. coli source
at State Highway 1. The milestone for this work has now
been completed.

Consent monitoring focuses on regionally
significant and high-risk consents in
Ashburton Zone, alongside high-risk
incidents, and consent holders’ practices
are aligned with community outcomes.

•

•

It conducted a monitoring investigation of Carters
Creek. Analysis of sampling is underway.

COMPLIANCE

•

The urban and rural community understand
the environmental, economic and social trends
occurring in the zone and there is widespread
ownership of catchment health.

The team has effectively responded to all pollution
incidents reported. Of these, 249 have been closed
and some require further follow-up.
Zone compliance and monitoring staff have in hand
regionally significant (114 consents) and zone priority
(127 consents) monitoring of consents and planning for
the 2019 monitoring year. The 2018 water data project
(299 consents), although completed within the zone,
has required some follow-up regarding mid-season data
and overuse alerts that are required on some consents.
The zone team updated Ashburton District Council in
May. E. coli sampling in Carters Creek is ongoing after
a pollution incident. The Lake Hood Extension Trust
was updated in June. Faecal source trace sampling
occurred in June and will be conducted again in July.

TARGETS

Canterbury Water
Management Strategy

Drinking water
Ecosystem health
and biodiversity
Environmental
limits
Irrigated
land area
Kaitiakitanga
Natural character
of braided rivers
Water use
efficiency
Achieving the community’s vision through
10 broad target areas, developed to measure
progress in protecting water and ecosystems
in Canterbury now and in the future.

The Hinds Drains instream habitat diversity project
A $13,500 grant from the Ian Glassey Memorial fund, through
the Advance Ashburton Community Foundation, allowed the
Hinds Drains Working Party to continue biological surveys of
stream improvement sites.

Fish and Game staff have the necessary expertise to carry
out sampling and preserving of insect samples before being
sent to a laboratory to be identified and assessed for stream
ecological health.

Led by Central South Island Fish and Game, local farmers
and funded by Environment Canterbury, improvements to the
health and biodiversity of the drains are apparent already.

Previous testing, supported by DairyNZ, has shown good
numbers of stream insects and other invertebrates in
Windermere Drain and increasing numbers in Taylors Drain
following the instalments. The trials are expected to show
increased food sources for fish and eels.

Forty-one rock weirs were built in two drains to create a
diverse environment for freshwater species.
Initially there was concerns the weirs might not survive big
floods, but they were put to rest following floods in 2017,
when the weirs stayed in place and deep pools developed
below the weirs.
They were stable during the floods, causing no increase in
flood height and no damage to stream banks.
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Macroinvertebrates in the streams include insect larvae,
shrimps, crustacea, spiders, mites and molluscs; as well as
a variety of different worm-like creatures.
The goal of the group now is to show these large drains can
become valuable ecological sites simply by building weirs
in them.

Facilitating sustainable development
in the Canterbury region
www.ecan.govt.nz

