Selwyn-Waihora Zone Committee (Water Management)

97TH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
SELWYN-WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE
TO BE HELD IN THE BAYLISS LOUNGE
LINCOLN EVENT CENTRE, LINCOLN
ON TUESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT
4.30PM

"If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water..."
Loran Eisely, US Author

2

3

97th Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee - Outline of Agenda
DATE:

TUESDAY 3 September 2019

TIME:

4.30pm

VENUE:

Lincoln Event Centre

Item Time
4.30pm

1.

Description

5.05pm

Meeting commences with karakia and formal order of
business:
• Apologies
• Identification of Urgent and / or General Business
• Confirmation of minutes 6 August 2019
• Matters Arising & actions from last meeting
• Report to and from Regional Committee Meeting
• Update from Zone Committee members on activities
and meetings attended that relate to the Committee’s
outcomes for the zone
• Correspondence
General Public Contribution

5.10pm

Zone Facilitator’s Report

Pages

Presenter

4 - 70

71 - 72

73 - 82 Miria Goodwin
Environment
Canterbury

5.15pm

Approximate finish time
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MINUTES OF THE 96th MEETING OF THE SELWYN WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE HELD
IN THE WEST MELTON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 6 AUGUST 2019
COMMENCING AT 2PM
AGENDA SUMMARY
Item Time
2.00pm

1.

Description

2.15pm

Meeting commences with karakia and formal order of
business:
• Apologies
• Identification of Urgent and / or General Business
• Confirmation of minutes 2 July 2019
• Matters Arising & actions from last meeting
• Report to and from Regional Committee Meeting
(Benita Wakefield)
• Update from Zone Committee members on
activities and meetings attended that relate to the
Committee’s outcomes for the zone
• Correspondence
General Public Contribution

2.20pm

Urban Water Management in Selwyn District
Murray England, Asset Manager - Water Services at the Selwyn
District Council will present to the committee on Councils 5
Waters. The Selwyn District Council manages 30 Potable water
supplies, 14 Community wastewater networks, 10 Land Drainage
Schemes, 21 Urban Stormwater schemes and 3 Water Race
networks. The presentation will provide an overview of these
water services along with a discussion on future opportunities and
risks of urban water management in the Selwyn Waihora Zone.

2.

3.20pm

BREAK

3.45pm

Urban Water Issues addressed by the Christchurch
West Melton Zone Committee

Pages Presenter

Murray
England,
Selwyn District
Council

Zone
Committee
members

Members of the Zone Committee will come along to talk about
their Stormwater Superheroes Programme and describe how they
have been engaging with the Christchurch community.

3.

4.45pm

Zone Facilitator’s Report

5.00pm

Approximate finish time

Miria Goodwin,
Environment
Canterbury
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PRESENT
Dr Benita Wakefield (Te Rūnanga o Wairewa); Les Wanhalla (Te Rūnanga o Taumutu / CoChair); Fiona McDonald (Community Member); Megan Hands (Community Member / CoChair); Councillor Murray Lemon (Selwyn District Council); Paul Hodgson (Community
Member); Councillor Iaean Cranwell (Canterbury Regional Council); Annie McLaren
(Community Member); and Allen Lim (Community Member).

IN ATTENDANCE
Miria Goodwin, Dr Stefanie Rixecker, Angus McLeod, David Murphy, Ellen Williamson
(Canterbury Regional Council); John Benn, (Department of Conservation); Murray England
(Selwyn District Council).
Councillor Cranwell opened the meeting with karakia.
Co-chairs Les Wanhalla and Megan Hands welcomed everyone to the meeting.

APOLOGIES
An apology was received from Ron Pellow, Simon Hay (Community Members) and Councillor
Galloway (Christchurch City Council)

Moved – Fiona McDonald /Seconded – Councillor Iaean Cranwell
That the Committee accept the apologies, as noted.
CARRIED

IDENTIFICATION OF URGENT GENERAL BUSINESS

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of the 95th Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water
Management) held on Tuesday 2 July 2019

Moved: Dr Benita Wakefield / Seconded: Allen Lim
That the minutes of the 95th meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water
Management) held on Tuesday 2 July 2019, be confirmed as circulated.
CARRIED
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CORRESPONDENCE
None.

MATTERS ARISING AND ACTIONS FROM MINUTES
These are all reported on in the Zone Facilitator’s report.
REPORT FROM REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Co-chair Les Wanhalla urged members to inform Dr Wakefield of anything they wish her to
convey to the Regional Meetings.
UPDATE FROM ZONE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ON ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS
ATTENDED THAT RELATE TO THE COMMITTEE’S OUTCOMES FOR THE ZONE
Members of the Zone Committee reported on meetings attended that relate to the work of
the Zone Committee including:
Allen Lim

Conference in Hamilton and Synlait Conference

Dr Benita Wakefield

-

Councillor Murray Lemon

Combined meeting with ECan counterparts. The Rakaia Catchment Enhancement
meeting was postponed, and we expext a refresh of CPW trust trustees soon.
MPI/MfE session on greenhouse gas emmissions, and the Malvern Community Board
meeting.
Selwyn Waikirikiri River Group meetings

Megan Hands
Paul Hodgson
Councillor Iaean Cranwell
Simon Hay

Apology

Annie McLaren

Synlait conference that included updates on investment in biodiversity and water
quality (started in Dunsandel), and wetland restoration – nursery and planting.
Recreation Aotearoa meeting

Fiona McDonald

Ron Pellow

Climate Change Symposium for Ngāi Tahu. Climate change is happening and will get
worse. We watched a short film about the North Pole, where the monument is in a
pool of water. We need to get our heads together – for Aoteaora in general. Also
attended the two tangi for Uncle George and Uncle Pere. And several meetings about
wetlands, including the proposed wetland near Coes Ford.
Apology

Kylie-Jane Phillips

-

Councillor Anne Galloway

Apology

Les Wanhalla
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GENERAL PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION
None.

1. URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT IN SELWYN DISTRICT
(Murray England, Selwyn District Council)
Murray England, Selwyn District Council Asset Manager Water Services, presented to
the Committee. He spent time explaining the 5 waters (potable water, wastewater,
stormwater, water races and land drainage) and provided statistics, useful information,
and costs in relation to all 5 waters.
Murray said with Selwyn growing extensively its asset base increased from just over
$100m in 2005 to $600m in 2017. He refered to the cost of keeping up with the growth
and the rating impact of water. Murray told the Committee that the condition of Selwyn’s
pipelines for both waste and stormwater were very good compared to others.
His photos and videos, including drone footage, were well received. He referred to the
risk assessment done for chlorination and responded to questions on testing for metals
and nitrates. Murray explained to the Committee how the Selwyn Pines Waste Water
Treatment Plant worked and a future site visit was raised as possibility.
Allen Lim left at 3.10pm
Murray said land drainage was not necessarily an urban water issue but is part of the 5
water assets maintained by Council, and a number of photos were shown to explain
how the systems functioned. In response to a question from Mike Glover about cancer
risks as a result from nitrates, Murray said Council was taking it seriously and would
review any research.
Les Wanhalla thanked Murray for his presentation.

2. URBAN WATER ISSUES ADDRESSED BY THE CHRISTCHURCH WEST MELTON
ZONE COMMITTEE
(Christchurch West Melton Zone Committee Facilitator and Members)
Les Wanhalla welcome members from the Christchurch West Melton zone Committee to
the table. Olivia Smith, the previous facilitator of that committee presented to the
Committee about the Christchurch stormwater superheroes programme. She noted that
heavy metals detected include copper and zinc, copper most notably coming from
vehicle brake pads.
Paul Hodgson left at 4pm
Olivia told members that the Committee went to Riccarton mall to talk to ordinary people
about what stormwater was and gave people gifts – a shopping bag, t-shirt and doggy-
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doo bags. The committee also went on a fieldtrip with the public to the University of
Canterbury, where theyhad a presentation by the Canterbury University on an invention
called the storminator – which keeps rubbish and zinc coming from the roof during rainy
weather, keeping it from the water ways.
A member of the Christchurch West Melton Zone Committee added that sediment was a
huge issue because animals and fish can't live in it as they can’t breathe. She noted
there was an opportunity for zone committees to work with community groups. She said
community groups can take e.g. a stormwater trailer to events and it would be an
exciting time for collaboration with communities.
Olivia added that mostly at events, there would be like-minded, environmentally friendly
people and by going to Riccarton Mall the committee had a good chance of meeting a
whole different demographic of people.
Discussing what learnings could be identified, it was noted that keeping metal and ecoli
out of public water ways is what evey zone committee should look at. There was also
an opportunity with new towns and expansion to integrate some of this into the
subdivisions from early on. People with space on their sections could consider building
a rain garden.
Dr Wakefield left at 4.32pm
Fiona McDonald asked whether the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee would be allowed
to use the superhero programme and the answer was yes, absolutely.
Les Wanhalla said it was actually relatively easy to convert your property into one where
no wastewater goes out of the section into the urban waterways.
Les alsotold everyone about the inaugural meeting of a governance group looking at a
potential wetland near Coes Ford. The idea was to try and take contaminants out of the
water, while being careful not to flood the wetlands. Mananui Ramsden added the work
is undergoing conversation around scope at the moment, and although things are
looking positive it still has a long way to go.

3. ZONE FACILITATOR’S REPORT
(Miria Goodwin, Environment Canterbury)
Miria Goodwin took her report as read and added that committee members are to let her
know which of the Te Ara Kakariki Kids discovery Plant out sessions they would like to
attend. She also refered the committee to the proposal for celebrating the 100th meeting
of the committee in December. The committee agreed that a low-key celebration is
needed. Miria reminded the committee that Environment Canterbury has notified Plan
Change 7 and that submissions close on 13 September.
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GENERAL BUSINESS
Co-Chair Les Wanhalla asked that climate change be on the September agenda.
He declared the meeting closed at 5.22pm.
Councillor Cranwell closed with a karakia, wishing everyone a safe journey home.

DATED this

day of

________________________
CO-CHAIR

2019

____________________________
CO-CHAIR
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ACTIONS FROM MEETING
Name
ECan
ECan Zone Team

Action
•
•
•
•
•
•

SWZC Facilitator
•
•
•
CPW

•

Provide progress report against ZIP Addendum (and
Selwyn Te Waihora Plan) outcomes / targets
Update on possible purchase of land in lower
Silverstream.
Invite DairyNZ to future meeting to present on large
catchment project relating to dairy farms
Arrange update on Monitoring of water quality - where
and how it is done
Arrange briefing on water balance for the Zone
Arrange more time for discussion on Overseer
Arrange for DoC update on LINZ land adjacent to
Rakaia River near Te Pirita with high biodiversity
values.
Include DoC in the October field-trip planning
Request written proposal from Wildlife Habitat Trust
for zone committee involvement in future biodiversity
work / funding options
Arrange for an in-depth discussion on climate change
at a future meeting
Answer further questions following the March zone
committee meeting

11

5 Water Services
August 2019

Overview
Introduction
Summary of 5Waters Services
District Growth (population and assets)
Water
District rate
Water Metering and Leakage
Chlorination – Risk Assessment
Nitrates
Master Planning
Wastewater
ESSS
Wet weather overflows
Redundancy (using old facilities for future
capacity)
Asset condition
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Stormwater
SW asset types
Rapid flood assessments (then and now)
Asset condition
Global consents and high risk sites
Water Races
Changing needs
Fish Screens and Operational opportunities
Land Drainage
Drainage network

Summary of 5Waters Services

13

14

Summary of 5Waters Service

Changes in Asset Base

15

Changes in Asset Base

16

17

18

Changes in Asset Base
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5Waters Valuation
700,000,000
600,000,000

Value ($)

500,000,000
Water Race

400,000,000

Land Drainage
300,000,000

Stormwater
Sewer

200,000,000

Water

100,000,000
0

2005

2008

2011

Year

2014

2017

Rates Spend
per $100

How costs
are funded

Operating Spend
(excluding depreciation)

Capital Spend
(including renewals)

Area of Spend

Cost of keeping up with growth
20

Water

21

22

$457

$4,446

$5,180

$3,551

Rating Impact - Water

Refer to section 15 of the report for more detail
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Water Metering and Water Leaks
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• Leeston property was using 3.37 m3 per day. Found 3 leaks from the
meter to the front of the house. Since fixed usage has reduced to 0.98 m3
per day.
• Waddington property received their first account since meter installed.
Property had used 3256m3 over 228 days (14.28m3 per day), they are
checking for leak at the moment!
• One property owner had a high bill and needed to lift up the floor boards
in three rooms of their house as they couldn’t get under the floor.
• Another property owner couldn’t be bothered trying to locate the leak so
installed a new lateral from the boundary meter to the house.

25

Water Demand Management

26

Water Leakage

27

28

29

30

Drinking water is a Risk based
approach rather than a ‘Standard’ e.g.
all practicable steps need to be taken
with a Water Safety Plan approved.

Acceptable Risk (?)

•

WSP (Water Safety Plan)

Risk Continuum

Lower Risk

•
•
•
•

WSP
Filtration
UV Treatment
Chlorination

Chlorination Risk Assessment

31

Chlorination Risk
Assessment

32

33

34

Fig 3. Observed Nitrate-N first flush effect

Infrastructure Planning
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Wastewater
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Pines l

Pines ll

Pines lll

Pines lV

Pines V

Pines l commissioned in 2007
Pines ll commissioned in 2013
Pines lll commissioned in Nov 2018
Pines lV planned for 2020/21
Pines V planned for 2026/27
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Rating Impact - Wastewater
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Stormwater

44
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DRAFT
Rolleston

Leeston
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50
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Stormwater Consents
7 Consents Granted

13 Consents Lodged

Rolleston (CRC132527)
West Melton (CRC167467)
Lincoln (CRC151652)
Claremont (CRC050844.1)
Castle Hill (CRC064128.1)
Darfield (CRC167465)
Kirwee (CRC167466)

Hororata (CRC167471)
Southbridge (CRC167470)
Prebbleton (CRC167469)
Tai Tapu (CRC167468)
Arthurs Pass
Whitecliffs
Springston
Springfield
Leeston
Lake Coleridge
Glentunnel
Dunsandel
Doyleston

3 Consent not Required
Sheffield
Edendale
Coalgate

1 Certificate of Compliance
Rakaia Huts (CRC175956)
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Water Races – Everything but stockwater
53

Urban Races
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Ecological Value

Figure 1. Potential ecological / amenity water races…

Figure 2. Water race downstream of Sheffield

Are Water Races worth saving?
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Rating Impact – Water races

Refer to section 15 of the report for more detail
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Land Drainage
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Land Drainage
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Christchurch
Water Quality
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Stormwater
superhero
campaign
– Meet in the Middle
Community Event
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Stormwater Superhero – Riccarton Mall
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Stormwater Innovation Event – Canterbury University
69

70

71

19 August 2019

Canterbury Regional Council
PO Box 345
Christchurch
Attention: Zone and Regional Committee Chairs

Royal Forest and Bird Protection
Society of New Zealand Inc.
Christchurch Office:
PO Box 2516, Christchurch 8140
New Zealand
P: 021 165 9658
www.forestandbird.org.nz

Dear Committee Chair,
RE: CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ON THE ZONE COMMITTEES
1. As you will no doubt be aware the Auditor General has revoked the declaration made in
2018 (the 2018 declaration) relating to section 6(1) of the Local authorities (Members
Interests) Act 1968. This was done as a result of legal proceedings lodged by Forest & Bird in
the High Court.
2. I thought I would take this opportunity to advise you of Forest & Bird’s views of this issue.
Please can you ensure that this letter is circulated to members of the committee that you
chair?
3. Section 6(1) gives effect to the principle that those who take a public position should not use
that position to advance their own pecuniary interests. It does this by prohibiting those with
a pecuniary interest from participating in discussions or voting on matters where they have a
pecuniary interest.
6 Member of local authority or committee not to discuss or vote on question in which he
has pecuniary interest
(1) A member of a local authority or of a committee thereof shall not vote on or take part in
the discussion of any matter before the governing body of that local authority or before that
committee in which he has, directly or indirectly, any pecuniary interest, other than an
interest in common with the public.

4. A failure to comply with s 6(1) is an offence.
5. The 2018 declaration provided an exemption from s 6(1) to those on the zone committees
and the regional committee (the committees). The effect was that members of the
committees were able to discuss and vote on matters where they had a pecuniary interest. It
allowed shareholders in companies to discuss and vote on matters that directly touched
their financial interests, such as the review of consent conditions. Directors and Chief
Executives were able to participate in discussions and vote on matters critical to the
companies they directed or managed.
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6. Forest & Bird considered allowing such blatant conflicts of interest were not appropriate.
This concern was exacerbated by the makeup of many of the zone committees, which did
not reflect the community but instead were dominated by farming and irrigation interests.
We considered this was a significant contributor, along with the loss of elected
representatives and appeals to the Environment Court, to the recent drastic decline in water
quality and quantity in Canterbury.
7. The revocation of the 2018 declaration means that s 6(1) applies in full. Committee
members must not participate in discussions or vote on matters where they have a
pecuniary and they can be prosecuted if they do.
8. Forest & Bird will remain vigilant. We will be reviewing committee agendas and minutes to
determine if there have been any breaches. If we come across any breaches, we will refer
these to the Auditor General with a request that they be investigated and, if proved,
prosecuted.

Yours sincerely,

Nicky Snoyink
Forest & Bird Regional Manager
Canterbury/West Coast
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AGENDA ITEM NO:

1

REPORT BY: Miria Goodwin, Environment
Canterbury

SUBJECT MATTER:
Zone Facilitator’s Report
DATE OF MEETING: 3 September 2019

Topics covered:
1. Recent and upcoming events
2. Progress on ‘actions from meeting’
1. Recent and upcoming events
Recent
•
•
•

1 July: Site blessing for Waikirikiri/Selwyn Near River Recharge Project. July update:
Construction is now underway at the Waikirikiri / Selwyn Near River Recharge site. The
current completion date is early November
10 July: Zone Committee Chairs and Deputy Chairs meeting
22 August: Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee quarterly report presented to Christchurch City
Council alongside Banks Peninsula and Christchurch West Melton Committees (see attached
paper)

Upcoming
•

•
•
•
•

Environment Canterbury has notified Plan Change 7 (Region-wide, Orari Temuka Pareora and
Waimakariri Plan Changes). Submissions close on 13 September. For more information see
https://ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2019/region-wide-orari-temukaopihi-pareora-and-waimakariri-plan-changes-notified/
August – September Te Ara Kakariki Kids Discovery Plant out sessions. Committee members
please let facilitator know which ones you’d like to participate in (dates attached).
12 October Local Government Elections
3 December – 100th meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
2020 Zone Committee Meeting dates being developed.
o Co-chairs suggest same approach as 2019: Start with a committee-only 2020 work
programme workshop on 28 January and cancel the February meeting to free up
those who will be involved with Waitangi Day celebrations. First public committee
meeting in March to discuss the work programme for the year.

2. Progress on ‘actions from meeting’
Name
ECan

SWZC
Facilitator

Action
Provide progress report against ZIP Addendum
(and Selwyn Te Waihora Plan) outcomes/targets
Update on possible purchase of land in lower
Silverstream
Invite DairyNZ to future meeting to present on
large catchment project relating to dairy farms

2 July 2019 update
Underway
In preliminary scoping stage
Facilitator working on when to
schedule this
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Arrange update on monitoring of water quality
– where and how it is done
Arrange briefing on water balance for the zone

CPW and
Synlait

Arrange LINZ land adjacent to Rakaia River near
Te Pirita with high biodiversity values. DOC to
update committee
Include DoC in planning for October field-trip
Request written proposal from Wildlife Habitat
Trust for zone committee involvement in future
biodiversity work/funding options
Answer further questions following the March
Zone committee meeting

Facilitator working on when to
schedule this
Facilitator working on when to
schedule this
Facilitator awaiting latest
update from DoC
Underway
Done, awaiting response
Questions answered by Synlait
(see June meeting papers) and
waiting to hear back from
CPW

3. Attachments:
1. Te Ara Kakariki Kids Discovery Plantout sessions
2. Celebration of the 100th meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
3. Selwyn Waihora, Banks Peninsula and Christchurch West Melton Zone Committee Quarterly
report to Christchurch City Council
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Te Ara Kakariki Kids Discovery Plantout sessions:
Date and School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

19th August- Burnham School, near the military camp golf
course. Postponement 22nd August
21st August- West Melton School, the willows, Waimakariri
regional park so not your zone? Postponement date 23rd
August.
27th August- Tai Tapu school on the Halswell River walkway
near the pub TBC. Postponement Thursday 29th August.
28th August- Ladbrooks school, Halswell river, Stackwoods
bend, Old Tai Tapu Road. Postponement date 30th August
2nd September- Rolleston Christian School, Foster Park.
Postponement 11th September.
3rd September- Ararira Springs Primary School, Lincoln.
Ararira/ Liffey behind the school. Postponement 5th September.
4th September- Broadfield School, at the domain across the
road. Postponement 6th September.
9th September- Lincoln Primary at Yarrs Flat DOC wildlife
Reserve. Postponement 12th September
10th September- Springston School Yarrs Flat. Postponement
13th September.
16th September- Glentunnel, Domain. Postponement 17th
September.
18th September- Lincoln High School. Ararira/ Liffey behind the
new Ararira Springs primary.
20th September- YHA Green footprint planting. Schools and
location TBC by SDC. Postponement 27th September.

Zone committee
member
attending
Murray Lemon

Iaean Cranwell
Iaean Cranwell
Fiona McDonald

Les Wanhalla
Les Wanhalla

Murray Lemon
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Celebration of the 100th meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee
Current Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee members have started to discuss ways to celebrate the
100th meeting of the committee on 3 December 2019. Agreement to date:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A low-key celebration,
issue invitations to previous members of the committee,
focus on enjoying the moment, reflecting on progress to date, where we have come from,
where we are now
acknowledge the work of many people on the committee, past and present
have a cultural and youth element
end of year event/bbq/hangi sort of function… at Coes Ford

Committee members are encouraged to discuss your ideas with the facilitator and secretary as soon
as possible to ensure any such event can be well organised.
September question for committee members: To make this celebration your own, what food,
resources, contacts, time, ideas can you contribute/arrange?
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Water Management Committees1 Update
Christchurch-West Melton, Banks Peninsula, Selwyn Waihora
Reference:
Contact:

Enter email address

Enter phone.

Lesley Woudberg

lesley.woudberg@ecan.govt.nz

027 706 4273

Tami Woods

tami.woods@ecan.govt.nz

027 529 7761

Miria Goodwin

miria.goodwin@ecan.govt.nz

027 809 6991

Diane Shelander

diane.shelander@ccc.govt.nz

03 941 8304

Peter Kingsbury

peter.kingsbury@ccc.govt.nz

03 941 8487

1. Purpose of Report
This report updates the Christchurch City Council on the work of the three water
management committees operating within the greater Christchurch City area for the period
June – August 2019.

2. Recommendations
That the Council;
a) Receives the report
b) Notes the work of each water management committee.

3. Christchurch West Melton Water Management Committee
Nitrate in Drinking Water
During the past three months the Zone Committee has working to encourage the Ministry
of Health to undertake New Zealand based research to investigate any correlation
between nitrate levels in drinking water and the incidence of colorectal cancer. We were
encouraged by the Christchurch City Council remit to the recent Local Government
conference that received support from councils from around the country. Environment
Canterbury has also written to the Minister of Heath with a similar request for research.
Addington Brook - Living Catchment Management Plan
In June we received the Addington Brook - Living Catchment Management Plan.
Addington Brook has been a focus for the Zone Committee because it is one of the most
polluted streams in the zone and it flows directly into the Ōtākaro/Avon river.

1

Water management committees are joint committees of Environment Canterbury and territorial local
authorities. They are established under the Local Government Act 2002. Their purpose is to facilitate
community involvement to give effect to the Canterbury Water Management Strategy.
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The Catchment Plan is a non-statutory plan that provides a road map for work to address
issues over the next three years and to help to achieve the vision of a waterway that
thrives with life and in turn, positively contributes to the health of the Ōtākaro/Avon river.
It was developed by the Zone Committee to address previously agreed priority aspects
for the catchment and ensure a coordinated approach between agencies, individuals and
the community to improving the health of the brook. Christchurch City Council and
Environment Canterbury staff were central to the development of the Plan and the Zone
Committee is grateful for their contribution and looks forward to working together on the
Plans implementation.
Focus through to the end of the year
At our July meeting we focused on planning our work programme for the remainder of
the year. The next six months will see us focus on opportunities to continue community
engagement through field trips, presentations to the committee, workshops and
attending community events. The Committee also wants to better reward the good work
that goes on within the business community in making decisions that have good
environmental impacts on water in our catchment. Another key area of interest is gaining
a greater understanding of the responsibilities, accountabilities and actions as a result of
new stormwater consents for the city and how the Committee can support deliver of
these.
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4. Banks Peninsula Water Management Committee
In June the committee received a deputation from a Birdlings Flat resident concered about the
the safety, noise and potential effects on wildlife such as the crested grebe of power boat
racing on Te Roto o Wairewa (Lake Forsyth). The committee agreed that it would continue to
promote Te Roto o Wairewa as a low speed recreation area and ask agencies what they could
do to help bring this about.
In July Rūnanga representatives lead discussions on the Treaty of Waitangi, the structure of
Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu and mahinga kai. Pere Tainui (Onuku) shared with the committee
his practice of mahinga. Pere was supported by two recent participants of a youth hui held at
Onuku who talked about what they had learnt from Uncle Pere. Practicing mahinga kai
requires knowledge of the sea and waterways. It means getting out, experiencing the
environment, gathering food for yourself and sharing with others and that is what Pere
did.
Pere passed away 28 July.
Kua hinga te tōtora a Te Waonui Tāne

5. Selwyn Waihora Water Management Committee
The Committee were sad to lose their cherished long-term member
and rūnanga representative from Ōnuku, George Waitai Tikao
(Uncle Waitai), who passed away on 27 July 2019. Uncle Waitai will
be sadly missed.
The committee acknowledge that the loss of Uncle Waitai will be
felt throughout the iwi. He was well-known as a man of great mana,
who worked tirelessly to advance the interests of the iwi and held
an encyclopaedic knowledge of the history of Ngāi Tahu in Te
Pātaka o Rakaihautū (Banks Peninsula).
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The Selwyn-Waihora Zone Committee has arranged it’s 2019 meetings to ensure they focus
on all of the CWMS targets at some point in the year, and on important themes for the
committee. They have also decided to meet in locations throughout the zone to ensure strong
community engagement.
In June the Committee met in Glentunnel to discuss the Waikirikiri/Selwyn River with the zone
committee’s temporary working group (the Selwyn River/Waikiriri Plan Working Group) . The
working group has been working hard on their roadmap for the Selwyn Waikirikiri River. In
September the working group will propose to the zone committee a roadmap to achieve a
healthy Waikiriri/Selwyn River with healthy people. The working group is made up of a range
of interests including zone committee members, rūnanga, farmers, researchers, nongovernment organisations, community groups and local government, and has to date focused
on identifying what a healthy Selwyn/Waikirikiri River was and could be.

Members of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee meeting with the Waikirikiri/Selwyn
Working Group to discuss a roadmap for the Waikirikiri/Selwyn River
In July the committee celebrated progress to preserve and enhance biodiversity in the zone.
It was heartening for the committee to hear from many groups about progress, and to agree
that the committee remain totally committed to its work. The committee have now approved
funding for 127 projects since 2011 via the Immediate Steps programme. The committee
worked with meeting attendees to identify things that are working well, and things that could
be better. The Water and Wildlife Trust provided a sobering assessment of how much money
is needed to make the step change in biodiversity everyone is looking for.

81

Workshopping biodiversity with the community: what is working well and what could be
improved?
In August the committee were pleased to welcome the Selwyn District Council and members
of the Christchurch West Melton Zone Committee to discuss urban water management.
The launch of several practical projects have been a highlight for the committee in recent
months. The zone committee were pleased to celebrate the implementation of their groundbreaking Canterbury mudfish (kōwaro) protection project at Haldon Pastures in June, a real
feat of collaboration in coordination and funding.

Canterbury mudfish project launch
The project is a Southern Hemisphere first and uses electromagnetic barrier technology
designin in the US. This allows the mudfish to expand into the lower reaches of the site and
stop predation by trought.
On the first of July the committee and Taumutu rūnanga hosted the site blessing of another
innovative project they support – the Waikirikiri/Selwyn Near River Recharge project. The
project is funded by the Government’s Freshwater Improvement Fund and Environment
Canterbury, with in-kind support from Central Plains Water.
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The project works by putting up to 3.5 cumecs of water from the Rakaia River into a basin
when groundwater levels are low. This water will percolate into the groundwater system
beneath, recharging the aquifer and feeding springs that are the source of streams where
mudfish live. Construction is now underway at the Waikirikiri / Selwyn Near River Recharge
site. The current completion date is early November.

Site blessing for the Near River Recharge project
To engage with the community, the committee has also written a Chairs column for Selwyn
media, and produced their first community newsletter on the Swimmable Selwyn @ Coes Ford
project. In August and September, the committee intend to join Selwyn Enviroschools in their
Kids Discovery planting days with Te Ara Kakariki.

