
 

 

               

 

 

 

Notice is given of a Upper Waitaki Zone Water Management Committee Meeting 
to be held on: 

 

Date: Friday, 16 August 2019  

Time: 9.30am 

Location: Mackenzie Country Inn Twizel 

 

 

AGENDA  
 

Upper Waitaki Zone Water Management 
Committee Meeting 

 

16 August 2019  
 

 

 

Charlotte Borrell 

Community Services Officer 

 



 

 

Upper Waitaki Zone Water Management Committee Membership:   

Simon Cameron (Chair) 
Lisa Anderson 

Matthew Bayliss 
Sandra Hampstead-Tipene 

Richard Subtil 
John Sunckell 
John Wilkie 

Craig Dawson 
Stuart Barwood 

Joy Paterson 
Kieran Whyte 

  

*************************************************** 

 

The purpose of local government: 

 

(1) The purpose of local government is— 

(a) to enable democratic local decision-making and action by, and on behalf of, communities; and 

(b) to meet the current and future needs of communities for good-quality local infrastructure, local 
public services, and performance of regulatory functions in a way that is most cost-effective for 
households and businesses. 

(2) In this Act, good-quality, in relation to local infrastructure, local public services, and performance of 
regulatory functions, means infrastructure, services, and performance that are— 

(a) efficient; and 

(b) effective; and 

(c) appropriate to present and anticipated future circumstances. 

(Local Government Act 2002) 
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5 REPORTS 

5.1 UPPER WAITAKI ZONE COMMITTEE MEETING TIMETABLE 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil  
  

 
 

Upper Waitaki Zone Committee Meeting 
Friday 16 August 2019 9.30am 
Mackenzie Country Inn, Twizel 

9.00am Item Arrive/cup of tea Lead 

9.30am  Standing Items 
Apologies, Minutes, Correspondence, Action List, 
Matters arising 

 

9.45am 1 Ahuriri Arm Lake trophic limits and implications 
for farming consents - update 

Marty Mortiaux, 
Environment 
Canterbury 

10.20am 2 Lake Benmore Ahuriri Arm Trophic Level Index 
Consent Response Options 

Bianca Sullivan, 
Enviser and Zella 
Smith, Environment 
Canterbury 

10.50 – 
11.10 

 Morning tea  

11.10am 3 Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment Programme Karina Morrow 
Programme Manager 
- Mackenzie Basin 
Agency Alignment 
Programme 

11.40am 4 Mackenzie Dryland Park Jeremey Severinsen, 
Department of 
Conservation 

12.15pm 5 Zone Facilitator’s report Tami Woods, 
Environment 
Canterbury 

12.20pm 6 General Discussion All 

12.30pm  Close and lunch  
 

 
 
CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
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5.2 MINUTES OF UPPER WAITAKI ZONE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 19 
JULY 2019 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1. Minutes of Upper Waitaki Zone Water Management Committee 
Meeting - 19 July 2019    

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Upper Waitaki Zone Water Management Committee Meeting held on 
Friday 19 July 2019 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 
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5.3 UPPER WAITAKI ZONE COMMITTEE - 2019 ACTION LIST 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil  
  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report is from Tami Woods, Zone Facilitator, Environment Canterbury. 

The purpose of this report is to update the committee on progress on items identified at previous 
zone committee meetings in 2019.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the report be received. 

 

 

Upper Waitaki Zone Committee – 2019 Action list (updated for 16 August 2019 meeting) 

 

Date of meeting Action Who Status 

19 July 2019 Environment Canterbury reports to 

the 16 August Zone Committee 

meeting on the consent review 

process to achieve equality of 

consent conditions in relation to 

TLI as soon as possible. 

Environment 

Canterbury 

Item 2 on this agenda 

19 July 2019 The Zone Committee asks 

Environment Canterbury to help 

resource the expert review panel 

required by the consents with a 

2.75 TLI trigger level 

Environment 

Canterbury 

Item 1 on this agenda 

19 July 2019 The Zone Committee asks 

Environment Canterbury to 

prioritise actions to ensure land 

owners in the Ahuriri Arms 

catchment who need farming land 

use consents have these by 

October 2019. 

Environment 

Canterbury 

Item 1 on this agenda 

19 July 2019 Chair to write to Regional 

Committee asking for some 

Committee meetings to be held in 

Timaru. 

Committee 

Chair 

Work in progress 
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17 May 2019 Clay Cliffs – analyse (for P) a 

sample of the sediment being 

eroded from below Clay Cliffs. 

Graeme Clarke Work in progress 

Sample collected. Analysis 

being done. Zone cmtee 

discussion postponed to 

September 

17 May 2019 Changes to Ahuriri delta – find out 

whether there is new LIDAR or 

other data that provides new 

information on build-up of the 

delta and sedimentation of the 

lake. If new data available, then 

advise committee and indicate 

whether this can be analysed and 

brought to the committee.  

Graeme Clarke Work in progress 

To be addressed by Graeme at 

September meeting. 

17 May Refresh the committee’s “Posters” 

at the five locations across the 

zone (considering feedback on 

draft poster shown to the 

committee at 17 May meeting) 

Kate Doran Work in progress 

 

15 February Kellands Pond/Wairepo Arm – will 

a hydraulic study be done on how 

these two waterbodies connect be 

done? Previously agreed that a 

study was needed. 

Chris to follow 

up with ECan 

Science 

Work in progress – Chris to 

provide update at a future 

meeting 

15 February Develop a visual one-page 

summary to report progress 

against the Zone Delivery Work 

Programme 

Chris Work in progress  

 

Tami Woods, Zone Facilitator 

Environment Canterbury 

 

 

 

CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
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5.4 AHURIRI ARM LAKE TROPHIC LIMITS AND IMPLICATIONS FOR FARMING CONSENTS - 
UPDATE 

File Reference: na 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report is from Marty Mortiaux, Environment Canterbury.  

This report provides an update to the paper on Lake trophic limits and implications for farming 

consents discussed at the last meeting. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the report be received.  

2. That the committee notes progress and provides feedback on proposed next steps. 

 

BACKGROUND 

1. A number of consent holders with water permits for irrigation and/or farming land use 

consents in the Ahuriri Catchment have conditions on their consents that require certain 

actions when the TLI trigger levels are exceeded. At 2.9 the early warning trigger level on water 

permits has been exceeded, but the farming land use trigger has not been exceeded. 

 

2. Water permit consent holders with the TLI triggers of 2.75 must make reductions to their 

nutrient discharge allowances and prepare a report into the cause of the breach unless a two-

person expert scientist panel (with one an expert nominated by the Canterbury Regional 

Council) determines the cause of the breach was unlikely, or not unlikely, to have been caused 

in whole or in part by nutrient losses associated with the irrigation authorised by the water 

permits.  

 

3. Environment Canterbury has contacted all consent holders impacted. A meeting was also held 

with consent holders on Tuesday 23 July.  

 

4. The issue for Lake Benmore within Ahuriri Arm is however a collective issue.  Environment 

Canterbury therefore proposed at the last meeting to undertake other actions alongside the 

process with water permit consent holders in the Ahuriri catchment. These included: 

 

 Compliance follow-up with farms identified as a high priority due to their compliance 

history;  
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 Work one-on-one with farms that require farming land use consents to ensure these are 

being obtained; and   

 Establishment of a new catchment group to progress implementation of good 

management practices across all farms. 

 

5. At its 19 July meeting the Committee made the following additional recommendations to 

Environment Canterbury. 

 The Zone Committee recommends that Environment Canterbury reports to the next Zone 

Committee [16 August] on the consent review process to achieve equality of consent 

conditions in relation to TLI as soon as possible; 

 The Zone Committee asks Environment Canterbury to help resource the expert review 

panel required by the consents with a 2.75 TLI trigger level; 

 The Zone Committee asks Environment Canterbury to prioritise actions to ensure land 

owners in the Ahuriri Arms catchment who need farming land use consents have these by 

October 2019. 

6. This paper provides an update from the meeting with consent holders on 23rd July, the 

recommendations from the Committee and next steps for the establishment of a catchment 

group and discussion around a catchment assessment arising from the consent holder 

meeting. 

Consent holder meeting on 23 July 

7. At the meeting of consent holder’s clarification was provided around the role of the two-

person Panel. Importantly, it was clarified that the Panel was not required, if consent holders 

made the reductions to their nutrient discharge allowances and submitted a report into the 

‘cause’ of the exceedance.  

 

8. The group identified concerns that the two-person panel would only assess the contribution 

from those with the TLI 2.75 trigger and not look at the wider reasons for the exceedance.  

 

9. Most consent holders indicated they may look to make the reductions to their nutrient 

discharge allowances and submit a report into the cause, instead of the two-person panel. 

They needed to however, understand the reductions that would be required working with 

their nutrient management advisor. 

 

10. The idea of a wider catchment assessment that looked at the contribution of everyone in the 

catchment, by an independent scientist was also discussed. 

 

11. The meeting discussion also reinforced the issue of inequity between water permits compared 

with the farming land use consents now being granted under Plan Change 5 to the Land and 

Water Regional Plan.  

Report to the next Zone Committee on the consent review process to achieve equality of 

consent conditions 
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12. Item 2 on this agenda responds to this recommendation from the Committee. 

Resourcing of expert for Two-person Panel 

13. The need for resourcing an expert on a two-person panel may now be unnecessary. At the 

time of writing this report staff were still confirming the pathway consent holders would take, 

but our indications were that it was not likely to be required.  

 

14. If the two-person panel is not required, then at this meeting the Council will provide the 

Committee with a short Report into the ‘cause’ of the breach to the TLI trigger.  

 

15. This report can then be used by consent holders, should they choose to make the reductions 

to their nutrient discharge allowances without progressing the two-person panel. The Report 

can also form the basis for any wider catchment assessment that farms in the Ahuriri 

Catchment may want to progress. 

Prioritise actions to ensure land owners in the Ahuriri Arm catchment who need farming land 

use consents have these by October 2019 

16. Environment Canterbury Land Management staff have had an active program in placed tp 

contacted all farms that require farming land use consents in the Ahuriri catchment.  

 

17. The priority actions for farms in the Ahuriri catchment that have not lodged a required farming 

land use consent are proposed to include: 

 

 August: Follow-up phone calls to farms which will include highlighting that 

compliance action will follow if consents have not been lodged consent by October 

2019; 

 September: Formal letter seeking confirmation when an application will be lodged; 

 October: Formal warning letter where required; then 

 Follow-up by compliance staff. 

Catchment Group 

18. Environment Canterbury proposes to initiate the catchment group in August. A date is yet to 

be confirmed but it is expected to be in place by the time of this meeting. 

Independent Catchment Assessment  

19. As noted above, at the consent holders meeting on 23 July, the idea of an independent 

catchment assessment was discussed by consent holders. The purpose of this assessment can 

be described as creating a robust picture of what’s happening in the catchment that farms own 

- which in turn can inform discussions around individual and collective actions in the 

catchment. It was agreed that this should be led by the Zone Committee.  

 

20. Much of the initial information for such an assessment was carried out through the sub-

regional limit setting process for the catchment in 2015. Environment Canterbury therefore 

proposes that some of the initial information could be brought back to the Committee to 
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inform the robust picture of what is happening in the catchment, which could be further 

discussed through the Catchment Group to inform a decision around independent support for 

the catchment group and further exploring causes, risks and actions.    

 

Marty Mortiaux 

Environment Canterbury 

 

 

 

 

CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
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5.5 LAKE BENMORE AHURIRI ARM TROPHIC LEVEL INDEX CONSENT RESPONSE OPTIONS 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1. Report: Lake Benmore Ahuriri Arm Trophic Level Index Consent 
Response Options    

  

 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report is from Bianca Sullivan, Enviser Limited, and Zella Smith, Environment Canterbury. 
 
The purpose of the report is to outline how a consent review process may be undertaken to address the 
trophic level index exceedance in the Ahuriri Arm of Lake Benmore, and how this compares to other options. 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the report be received. 

2. That the Committee notes: 

(a) That resource consents differ in the TLI trigger levels and the management responses 
when the trigger levels are exceeded; and 

(b) The options that are available to Environment Canterbury and consent holders.    

 

BACKGROUND 

Please refer to attached report by Bianca Sullivan, Enviser Limited, and Zella Smith, Environment 
Canterbury 

 

 

  

 

CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
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5.6 MACKENZIE BASIN AGENCY ALIGNMENT PROGRAMME 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1. Report: Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment Programme   
2. Attachment 1 to item 3. Mackenzie Basin Alignment    

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1. This report is from Karina Morrow, Programme Manager – Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment 
Programme.  

 
2. The purpose of the Report is to provide information on the Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment 

Programme (MBAAP) and to seek feedback on one of the Programmes specific projects: Farmers as 
Partners.  

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the report be received. 

2. That the Committee notes: 

a. The context of the Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment Programme; 

b. The progress made through the Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment Programme to date; 

c. Suggestions for working with farmers and landholders.  
 

BACKGROUND 

Refer to the report by Karina Morrow, Programme Manager – Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment 
Programme.  

 
 

CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
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5.7 MACKENZIE DRYLAND PARK 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the information be noted. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Jeremey Severinsen, Department of Conservation to present. 

 

 

CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
  



Upper Waitaki Zone Water Management Committee Meeting Agenda 16 August 2019 

Item 5.8 Page 39 

5.8 ZONE FACILITATOR'S REPORT 

File Reference: NA 

Author: Gisela Craig, Governance Advisor (Temp)  

Authoriser: Paul Numan, General Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1. Attachment 1 to item 5. Facilitators Update    
  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report is from Tami Woods, Zone Facilitator, Environment Canterbury.  

This report provides information that may be of interest to the Zone Committee that is not 

covered elsewhere in the agenda. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the report be received. 

 

 

Zone Committee 2019 Work Programme 

There are changes to the content of this meeting to that in the 2019 Work Programme. 

This meeting includes items on the Lake Benmore Ahuriri Arm TLI implications for farming 

consents, the Mackenzie Basin Agency Alignment Programme and the Mackenzie Dryland Park. 

The first was considered high priority for the committee following on from the Committee’s 

recommendations at the last meeting. The second and third relates to a short briefing by Jeremy 

Severinsen at the joint meeting on 19 June at Waihao marae. 

The inclusion of these three items means that the discussion on Lake Middleton and Clay Cliffs 

continues to be postponed until September.  

Plan Change 7 to Land and Water Regional Plan 

Environment Canterbury publicly notified proposed Plan Change 7 to the Land and Water Regional 
Plan on 20 July 2019 for public submissions. The Plan Change has three parts. Part A is an ‘Omnibus’ 
plan change that proposes amendments to region-wide provisions in the LWRP and makes minor 
changes to a number of subregion sections. Parts B and C relate to the Orari-Temuka-Opihi-Pareora 
(OTOP) and Waimakariri sub-region sections of the Plan respectively.  

Further information can be found at https://ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-

events/2019/region-wide-orari-temuka-opihi-pareora-and-waimakariri-plan-changes-notified 

CWMS Zone Committees 2018 Annual Reports 

The combined 2018 Annual Reports for all the regional Zone Committee’s is now available on 
Environment Canterbury’s website. 

https://ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2019/region-wide-orari-temuka-opihi-pareora-and-waimakariri-plan-changes-notified/
https://ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/news-and-events/2019/region-wide-orari-temuka-opihi-pareora-and-waimakariri-plan-changes-notified/
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https://ecan.govt.nz/data/document-library/?Search=annual%20report%20 

Consents in Process 

Attached to this paper is a list of resource consents in process with Environment Canterbury. This 

has been included for the Committee’s and community reference only. This information is also 

publicly available on Environment Canterbury’s website.  

 

Tami Woods, Zone Facilitator 
Environment Canterbury 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLOTTE BORRELL 
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER  
 

https://ecan.govt.nz/data/document-library/?Search=annual%20report%20
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