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Hi,
Please find attached a submission on Plan Change 1 to the Hurunui Waiau River Regional Plan.
Best regards
Joshua Brown
HDLG Coordinator
josh@hurunuilandcaregroup.co.nz
027 774 7778

ENVIRONMENT CANTERBURY PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE HURUNUI WAIAU
RIVER REGIONAL PLAN

Submission Form
Submission on a publically notified proposed Regional Plan prepared under the Resource
Management Act 1991.
On:

The Environment Canterbury proposed Hurunui Waiau River Regional Plan Change
1 – Dryland Farming

To:

Plan Change 1 to the Hurunui Waiau River Regional Plan
Environment Canterbury
P O Box 345
Christchurch 8140

Full Name: Joshua Brown
Organisation: Hurunui District Landcare Group Inc (HDLG)
Phone: 027 774 7778
Organisation Postal Address:
Hurunui District Landcare Group Inc.
C/o Henry Pinckney
389 Chaffeys Road
Waiau
Submitter Postal Address:
Joshua Brown
60 Wilsons Road South,
St Martins 8022
Christchurch
Email: Josh@hurunuilandcaregroup.co.nz
HDLG is not a trade competitor for the purposes of the submission, but the proposed plan has a direct
impact on the ability of our members to farm. If changes sought in the plan are adopted, they may
impact on others but HDLG is not in direct trade competition with them.
I wish to be heard in support of this submission.
If others make similar submissions, I would consider presenting a joint case with them at the hearing.
Yours sincerely
Joshua Brown,
on behalf of the Hurunui District Landcare Group

31st May 2019
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ENVIRONMENT CANTERBURY PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE HURUNUI WAIAU
RIVER REGIONAL PLAN
Introduction
Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the Environment Canterbury proposed
Plan Change 1.
My name is Josh Brown and I am writing this submission on behalf of the Hurunui
District Landcare Group (HDLG) of which I am the coordinator.
The Hurunui District Landcare Group is an incorporated society, with a membership
of 139 predominantly unirrigated sheep and beef farmers. Colloquially our group is
also known as the “Dryland Farmer Group.”
Our members farms cover approximately 20% of the farmed area (111,000ha) in the
Hurunui District.
The HDLG’s purpose is to empower sustainable sheep and beef farming in the
Hurunui district. We do this through:
1. Facilitating and empowering our farmers by offering advice and help with
accessing funds and grants for sustainable initiatives. An example of this is
nearly all our farmers now have a Farm Environment Plan, with
approximately one third of these voluntarily internally reviewed already.
2. Telling our story, both to regulators and the wider public. We understand the
importance of social license.
3. Data collection and utilisation in order to inform aspects 1&2 along with filling
any gaps.
The HWRRP is an inequitable plan that enables high impact farming whilst
effectively penalising low emitters by restricting their ability to farm. This proposed
plan change to the HWRRP is a significant step forward to resolving some of these
issues. We thank you for taking the time to read and hear what we have to say.
Yours Sincerely
Joshua Brown

31st May 2019
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ENVIRONMENT CANTERBURY PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE HURUNUI WAIAU RIVER REGIONAL PLAN

The specific provisions
my submission relates to
are:

Section 3.3, Rule 10.1,

My submission is that:

The decision I would like Environment
Canterbury to make is:

SUPPORT /
OPPOSE

REASON

RELIEF SOUGHT

Support in part

HDLG supports the exemption of low intensity dryland
farming from rule 10.1 but this should also include low
intensity irrigated farms. This would also align closer with
Plan Change 5 to the LWRP.

We seek an amendment which includes
provision for irrigation up to 50ha along the
same lines as PC5 to the LWRP.

This exemption from rule 10.1 for dryland farming is a
crucial step to creating a plan that matches regulatory
requirements to environmental footprint. If dryland farming
is not excluded this rule is overly onerous and
disproportionate to the environmental impact of dryland
farms on water quality. Specifically, it is onerous and
expensive for dryland farms to complete four OVERSEER
nutrient budgets (for the baseline) and then annually
thereafter in accordance with catchment group
requirements.
Allowing farms with a small area of irrigation would also
align closer with Plan Change 5 to the LWRP. What we
currently have under the HWRRP is more restrictive for low
intensity farms than the rest of Canterbury.
Section 3.3, Rule 10.1A

st

31 May 2019

Support

HDLG supports two compliance avenues effectively
making joining a collective voluntary. As a dryland farmer
group that has voluntary members, we can attest to the
effectiveness of such an approach. Over the past 3 years
we have helped most of our members complete FEPs and
have already undertaken voluntary reviews on a third of
these. We also use our group to drive catchment
enhancement projects. If our members had been forced to
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ENVIRONMENT CANTERBURY PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE HURUNUI WAIAU RIVER REGIONAL PLAN

The specific provisions
my submission relates to
are:

My submission is that:

The decision I would like Environment
Canterbury to make is:

SUPPORT /
OPPOSE

RELIEF SOUGHT

REASON
join our members’ engagement and participation would
have been far less effective.
HDLG also highlights our support for management plans
not being retained by ECan and to be viewed only. This
protection of privacy is crucial to building trust between
ECan and landowners.

Section 3.3, Rule 10.2

Support

HDLG supports the amendment to Rule 10.2, which refers
to the new rule 10.1A and therefore makes allowance for
dryland farming as a permitted activity

Section 5.1 – Definitions,
Change of land use, part b

Support

HDLG supports the addition of part b to the definition of
“change of land use” to accommodate Rule 10.1A

Section 5.1 – Definitions,
Dryland Farmer Collective
Agreement

Support

HDLG supports the definition of a “Dryland farmer
Collective Agreement” to accommodate Rule 10.1A

Section 5.1 – Definitions,
Farm Portal

Support

HDLG supports the definition of the “Farm Portal” to
accommodate Rule 10.1A. We also support the implication
that OVERSEER nutrient budgets will not be required.

Section 5.1 – Definitions,
Low Intensity Dryland
Farming, part a

Oppose

HDLG opposes the definition excluding any area of
irrigation. Excluding any irrigation deviates from PC5 to the
LWRP which applies to the rest of Canterbury and which
allows for existing areas of irrigation up to 50ha. Allowing
for existing irrigation up to 50ha would reduce consenting
requirements and the associated ongoing costs of

st
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The definition be amended to include
existing irrigated areas up to 50ha per farm
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ENVIRONMENT CANTERBURY PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE HURUNUI WAIAU RIVER REGIONAL PLAN

The specific provisions
my submission relates to
are:

My submission is that:

The decision I would like Environment
Canterbury to make is:

SUPPORT /
OPPOSE

RELIEF SOUGHT

REASON
compliance for these few farms with a small area of
irrigation.

Section 5.1 – Definitions,
Low Intensity Dryland
Farming, part b

Support in part

HDLG supports the definition in principle. The allowance
for winter grazing up to 10% of the property (up to 100ha)
allows for the flexibility that dryland farms require to be
viable.
An addition that would be useful is 10ha of winter grazing
for farms less than 100ha. This would also be consistent
with PC5 to the LWRP

Section 5.1 – Definitions,
Winter Grazing

Support

HDLG supports the definition of winter grazing

Schedule 2A, What is
required in a “Dryland
Farmer Collective
Agreement”

Support

The level of the agreement and information required is
reflective of the environmental impact of dryland farmers
therefore HDLG supports the minimum requirements for a
“Dryland Farmer Collective Agreement,”

st
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Amend as follows:
Means the use of land for a farming activity,
where:
a. no part of the property is irrigated; and
b. the area of the property used for Winter
Grazing is less than:
i.10 hectares, for any property less than 100
hectares; or
i.ii 10%of the area of the property, for any
property between 100 hectares and 1000
hectares in area; or
iiiii 100 hectares, for any property greater
than 1000 hectares in area:…
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The specific provisions
my submission relates to
are:

Schedule 6: Management
Plan for Low Intensity
Dryland Farming Acitivities,
Part B

My submission is that:

The decision I would like Environment
Canterbury to make is:

SUPPORT /
OPPOSE

REASON

RELIEF SOUGHT

Support in part

HDLG supports all aspects except for:

Amend as follows:

Item 2e:

-Delete item 2e

Identifying the location of all waterways where stock
access or crossing occurs is a frivolous exercise in the
context of extensively hill country properties. These
properties have numerous intermittent waterways that may
or may not regularly flow and controlling stock movement
to these would be impossible.

-Amend item 3: The location of any critical
source areas of phosphorus loss
Table of practices and on-farm actions:
-Delete the fourth box (Mahinga kai values)

Item 3:
This item is unclear and as written could potentially identify
the entire hill country where there is the potential for
occasional surface flow and sediment loss over wide areas.
It would be clearer and more helpful to identify critical
source spots of phosphorus. These can then be focus
points to be managed appropriately.
Table of practices – Mahinga Kai:
HDLG supports the identification and protection of mahinga
kai values but this should not be included in the plan
change as it would likely be counterproductive. 95% of
farmers likely have no understanding of mahinga kai and if
the first place they read about it is in compulsory
environmental plan it is likely to lead to animosity. Rather a
support and education program to help farmers understand

st

31 May 2019
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The specific provisions
my submission relates to
are:

My submission is that:

The decision I would like Environment
Canterbury to make is:

SUPPORT /
OPPOSE

RELIEF SOUGHT

REASON
mahinga kai should take place first. Other measures in the
plan (such as to maintain/improve water quality) provide
protection of mahinga kai values in the interim.

st

31 May 2019
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