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6 September 2018 

 

 

Mr Ben Williams 
Partner 
Chapman Tripp 
60 Cashel St 
Christchurch 

Dear Ben 

Erralyn Farm - Flood Protection Bylaw 

You have requested advice on the location of Canterbury Regional Council’s Flood Protection and 
Drainage Bylaw Flood Protection Vegetation Line in relation to Mr Errol Begg’s property, Erralyn Farm 
at 695 Acton Road, adjacent to the Rakaia River and 7 km southeast of Rakaia Township.  

I understand that the purpose of the Bylaw is to manage, regulate, and protect flood protection and 
flood control works that belong to, or are managed by Council. Erralyn Farm is rated as part of the 
South Rakaia River Rating District and therefore is within an area where flood protection and flood 
control works belong to and are managed by Council.  

I further understand that Mr Begg is concerned about the location of the Flood Protection Vegetation 
Line as it crosses land at the north end of his farm. This “Triangle Block” is shown in Figure 1 outlined 
and shaded in red. Since the image was taken in 2016 the patches of scrub have been cleared and 
the area is used more for frequently for grazing. The dashed line shows the alignment of the Flood 
Protection Vegetation Line, taken from the Bylaw Map 37.       

Figure 1 “Triangle Block” (outlined and shaded red) at Erralyn Farm. North is upwards, and the straight boundary on 
the NW side of the block is 220 m long. The Rakaia River braid flows from the top of the image. Arrow marks 
location and direction of view shown in Figure 2   
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Planted flood protection vegetation (willows) follows the dashed line from the bottom of the image, 
then along the east and northeast-facing red line of the Triangle Block. The flood protection planting 
continues beyond the north point of the triangle block where it can be seen as the closely spaced rows 
of trees along the margin of the recently mobile bed of the Rakaia River. These were planted by the 
Rating District in about 2011.  

All of the land shown in this image (ie to the left or west of the planted flood protection vegetation 
described above) is topographically above the level of the recently mobile bed of the Rakaia River. 
The boundary between the land and the river is marked by a bank that rises 1.5 to 2.5 m above the 
river bed (as interpreted from Council’s 2015 LiDAR-derived digital elevation model of the Rakaia 
River). 

Aerial photographs and satellite imagery from 1943 to the present show the area has been stable land 
for at least 75 years. Cadastral maps from the early 1880s also show this area as land with the mobile 
riverbed many hundreds of meters off to the east. Therefore, this land has not been part of the 
historical braidplain of the Rakaia River for at least 140 years.           

Figure 2 View southeast along the Rakaia River margin of Erralyn Farm. Southeast corner of the Triangle Block in 
the foreground. Dashed line marks the Flood Protection vegetation Line.   

  

Figure 2 is an aerial view along the river margin of Erralyn Farm (taken 1st September 2018). The 
brown area in the foreground is the southern corner of the Triangle Block. The line of willow trees 
marking the bank of the Rakaia River runs diagonally across the image from the lower left corner. The 
scrubby line of vegetation that extends from the lower right corner across to the line of willows hides a 
bywash channel that carries excess flow from the South Rakaia Irrigation Scheme intake that is ~150 
m to the right of this image. All of the land to the right of the Willow trees is part of Erralyn Farm. 

In his submission to the Proposed Bylaw, Mr Begg requested the Flood Protection Vegetation Line be 
amended to more accurately reflect the location of the flood protection vegetation. However, according 
to Council’s response to Mr Begg’s submission (Officer’s Report, Appendix 2, Sub-Point 7.1), the 
“flood protection vegetation line follows a line of vegetation adjacent to the Rakaia River […]”.   

This assertion is demonstrably incorrect. The flood protection line is shown in Figures 1 and 2, and 
while it does indeed follow “a line of vegetation adjacent to the Rakaia River” along most of the Erralyn 
Farm river boundary, when it reaches the Triangle Block it veers off on an illogical trajectory through 
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the farm. It is no longer adjacent to the river, it does not follow the planted flood protection vegetation, 
and the line of scrub it does follow cannot realistically be regarded as serving any flood or erosion 
protection purpose that might be consistent with the definition of Flood Protection Vegetation provided 
in Section 2 of the Bylaw. 

Furthermore, I note that along this south bank of the Rakaia River, this is the only place where the 
Flood Protection Vegetation Line has been drawn across actively farmed land. It is also one of the few 
places where the line does not follow an obvious topographic bank at the margin of the Rakaia River’s 
braidplain.  

A more appropriate alignment for the Flood Protection Vegetation Line here would be along the 
east/northeast boundary of the Erralyn Farm Triangle Block, and thence in a northwest direction at the 
rear of the closely spaced rows of willow tree planting, as shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 3 Proposed alignment (in yellow) for the Flood Protection Vegetation Line at and upstream of Erralyn Farm  

           

Mr Begg also has an interest in the location of the Flood Protection Vegetation Line to the north as far 
at the entrance of the diversion channel that feeds the South Rakaia Irrigation Scheme intake. This 
channel leaves the mobile bed of the Rakaia River 1.7 km north of the Triangle Block, out from the 
Golf Course. At present the Flood Protection Vegetation Line is to the west of the diversion channel 
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and leaves more than 300 m of farmed land between the line and the mobile bed of the Rakaia River. 
The Rating District has already established a wide vegetated buffer strip along this area and it would 
be appropriate to align the Flood Protection vegetation Line with this established practice.  

Figure 3 shows the proposed alignment for the Flood Protection Vegetation Line extended upstream to 
near the point of diversion for the South Rakaia irrigation Scheme into channel. This takes into 
account the above considerations. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Associate Director 
mark.mabin@aecom.com 

Direct Dial: +64 3 966 6153 
 

 

cc: Errol Begg 


