
MINUTES OF THE 79th MEETING OF THE SELWYN WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE NICHOLAS HALL, LINCOLN EVENT CENTRE, LINCOLN, ON TUESDAY 
13 FEBRUARY 2018 COMMENCING AT 2:00 PM 
 
AGENDA SUMMARY 

Item Time Description Pages Presenter 
 2.00pm Meeting commences with karakia and formal order 

of business: 
• Apologies  
• Identification of Urgent General Business 
• Confirmation of minutes 5 December 2017 
• Matters Arising & actions from last meeting 
• Report to and from Regional Committee 

Meeting (Karaitiana Taiuru) 
• Update from Zone Committee members on 

activities and meetings attended that relate to 
the Committee’s outcomes for the zone 

• Welcoming new committee member 
• Correspondence: 

o Aoraki Conservation Board – water 
race closures 

o Letter to Tony Coltman, Canlac Farms 

  

 2.20pm General Public Contribution   
1. 2.25pm Proposed projects for Immediate Steps Biodiversity 

Funding 
 

 Johannes 
Welsch, 
Environment 
Canterbury  

2. 2.45pm Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee’s Annual Report 
2017 

 Ian 
Whitehouse, 
Environment 
Canterbury 

 3.00pm Break 
 

  

3. 3.20pm Election of officers 
 
 

  

4. 3.35pm Progress report – 5-year Delivery Outcomes and 
Milestones  
 

 Michaela Rees, 
Environment 
Canterbury 

5. 4.00pm Proposed 2018 Committee work programme  
 

  

6. 4.15pm A Plan for the Selwyn River  Paul Hodgson 
Committee member 

7. 4.30pm Finalising response to feedback from final Selwyn 
Water seminar and next steps following the seminar 
series 

 Ian Whitehouse, 
Environment 
Canterbury 

8. 4.50pm Zone Facilitator’s Report  Ian Whitehouse, 
Environment 
Canterbury 

 5.10pm Approximate finish time 
 

  

 



 
 

 

The meeting was opened with a welcome and karakia by Councillor Iaean Cranwell. 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
PRESENT 
Allen Lim (Chair), Councillor Murray Lemon (Selwyn District Council), Victor Mthamo 
(Community Member), Karaitiana Taiuru (Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata), George Tikao (Te 
Rūnanga o Ōnuku), Megan Hands (Community Member) from 4pm, Maree Goldring 
(Community Member), Matiu Payne (Te Ngati Wheke),  Paul Hodgson (Community 
Member), Ron Pellow (Community Member), Councillor Anne Galloway (Christchurch City 
Council) and Les Wanhalla (Te Rūnanga o Taumutu).  
 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  
Michaela Rees, Tami Woods, Johannes Welsch, Stephen Bragg, Mananui Ramsden, Dr 
Tim Davie and Ian Whitehouse (Canterbury Regional Council); Councillor Nicole Reid and 
Therese Davel (Selwyn District Council); John Benn and Danny Kember, (DOC); Scott 
Pearson (Fish and Game); Kelvin Coe; Denise Ford (WET); Rosalie Snoynk; Jen Miller 
(Forest and Bird); Mike Glover and Matt Olykan (SWIMM) 
 
Several other members of the public.  
 
 
APOLOGIES 
Apologies received from Megan Hands and Councillor Galloway for lateness.   
 
 
Moved: Cr Murray Lemon /Seconded: Les Wanhalla 

 
That the Committee accept apologies for absence as noted. 

CARRIED 
 
 
IDENTIFICATION OF URGENT GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

None 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
 
Minutes of the 78th  Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water 
Management) held on Tuesday 5 December. 
(Refer pages 2 - 9) 
  
 
Moved: Cr Murray Lemon / Seconded: Victor Mthamo 
 
That the minutes of the 78th meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water 
Management) held on Tuesday 5 December 2017, be confirmed. 

CARRIED 
  

  



 
 

 

 
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
In response to a question from Cr Murray Lemon about pH testing of high country lakes, Dr 
Tim Davie responded that pH testing was done regularly as part of the monitoring of these 
lakes. 

 

REPORT TO AND FROM REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
No update. 
 
 
UPDATE FROM ZONE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ON ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS 
ATTENDED THAT RELATE TO THE COMMITTEE’S OUTCOMES FOR THE ZONE 
 
Zone committee members reported on meetings attended that relate to the work of the 
zone committee including: 
 
Paul Hodgson – Snake Creek visit; meeting with Prof Jenny Webster-Brown; open day at 
Lincoln University dairy farm; meetings with ECan on fish screens. 
 
Ron Pellow – open day at Lincoln University dairy farm 
 
Maree Goldring – WELRA planning meeting and meeting with MPI re funding 
 
Les Wanhalla – community meeting around quarries in the Templeton area 
 
Karaitiana Taiuru – meeting with Minister for the Environment at Te Waihora 
 
Allen Lim – meeting with Minister at Te Waihora; meeting with CEO of Water NZ; meeting 
with Forest and Bird on collaboration. 
 
Cr Anne Galloway – meeting with Minister for the Environment at Te Waihora; Co-
Governor forum with Environment Canterbury 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
(Refer pages 10 - 12) 
 
 
Moved: Ron Pellow / Seconded: Maree Goldring 
  
‘That the correspondence be received and that a letter of acknowledgement be sent to the 
Aoraki Conservation Board, noting their concerns are part of an ongoing conversation as 
part of the Selwyn District Council’s LTP process and that the District Council will make a 
decision in regard to maintaining stockwater races with high ecological values. 

 
CARRIED 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

GENERAL PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION 
 
Mr Mike Glover and others raised the issue of nitrates in groundwater and streams and 
noted to the Committee it would seem the public is being asked to solve problems.  He 
noted it was quite clear that farmers cause the problem, yet the community continue to be 
asked to solve it. 

He also queried whether industry e.g. Fonterra are putting any money into mitigations and 
referred to a report from Envrionment Canterbury which said there would be $900m in the 
next 10 years spent on mitigation.  He asked to see the report.  Councillor Cranwell 
assured him he has not seen such a report either but would follow up. 

There was a discussion about how the Committee and members of the public can work 
together and have constructive ongoing conversations.  A workshop was suggested to 
which industry players such as Fonterra, Forest and Bird; Fish and Game and others will 
be invited.  It needed to be an informal workshop type meeting where people would respect 
each others’ opinions and not be confrontational. 

The Chairperson asked Mr Glover to present a possible suggestion as to how such a forum 
might work and who will be involved. 
 
 

 
1. PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR IMMEDIATE STEPS BIODIVERSITY FUNDING  

(Johannes Welsch , Environment Canterbury)  
(Refer pages 13 – 23) 

 
Johannes Welsch presented three projects for funding and noted he would be 
evaluating former projects so that the Zone Committee can see the difference the 
funding makes. 
 
Maffey’s Road Stream Restoration 
 
This project will extend and restore a 2ha gully and enhance wetland-stream features.  
The funding will enable the owner to maintain the site for 3 years post planting.  Before 
the owner started working on restoration, there was nothing there.  He has had a 98% 
success rate with native plants and even has his own nursery. 
 
Moved: Maree Goldring / Seconded: George Tikao 
  
‘That the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee approve funding for the Maffey’s Road 
Stream Restoration project to the amount of $18,500.00.’ 

CARRIED 
 
 

North Wetland Restoration 
 
This project will lead to wetland restoration and protection of around 4ha.  There is also 
a public walkway and access to showcase what has been done so far.  The land owner 



 
 

 

has shown a high personal financial investment and approached Environment 
Canterbury.  The funding will spread out over 2 years and enable him to create fine 
scale habitat for several critical species. 
 
Moved: Matiu Payne / Seconded: Cr Iaean Cranwell 
  
‘That the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee approve funding for the North Wetland 
Restoration project to the amount of $19,750.00.’ 

CARRIED 
 

 

Washpen Ford Restoration 
 
The project will protect existing native regeneration and proposes to plant and maintain 
approximately 2000m².  The landowner has a good track record with past projects and 
self initiated and restored habitats.  It links up with a 30ha beech block, 3 wetlands and 
riparian corridors.   
 
Moved: Cr Murray Lemon / Seconded: Maree Goldring 
  
‘That the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee approve funding for the Washpen Ford 
Restoration project to the amount of $16,800.00.’ 

CARRIED 
 

 

Tea break 3.24pm – 3.45pm 

 

2. SELWYN WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE’S ANNUAL REPORT 2017 
(Ian Whitehouse, Environment Canterbury) 
(Refer pages 24 – 28) 
 
Megan Hands arrived at 3.52pm 
 
There was a brief discussion on the Annual Report with members undertaking to 
forward Ian Whitehouse any comments they may have.   
 
 
Moved: Les Wanhalla / Seconded: Kariatiana Taiuru 
  
‘That the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee approve, subject to any changes made at 
the meeting, the 2017 Annual Report.’ 

CARRIED 
 
 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Moved – Les Wanhalla / Seconded – Paul Hodgson 
 



 
 

 

‘That Allen Lim continue as Chairperson for a further term.’ 
 

CARRIED 
 
 
Moved – Cr Murray Lemon / Seconded – Les Wanhalla 
 
‘That Kariatiana Taiuru continue as Deputy Chairperson for a further term.’ 
 

CARRIED 
 
 
Moved – Cr Murray Lemon / Seconded – Maree Goldring 
 
‘That Kariatiana Taiuru continue as Regional Committee Representative for a further 
term.’ 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
 

4. PROGRESS REPORT – 5-YEAR DELIVERY OUTCOMES AND MILESTONES 
(Michaela Rees, Environment Canterbury) 
(Refer pages 29 – 37) 
 
Michaela Rees informed the Committee she had been seconded into another role for a 
period and that Chris House will be interim Zone Manager.   
 
Les Wanhalla indicated his interest to be involved in the survey into alpine water and 
Michaela noted the Committee will be doing a site visit.  In response to a question from 
Paul Hodgson around compliance, Michaela agreed to send him a copy of the last 
couple of years’ compliance reports. 
 
She noted that the “consent to farm” campaign was now moving on to priority 2 farms 
and will go through the same process of sending out letters, following up with phone 
calls; then warning letters and visits from staff with the potential of issuing abatement 
notices. 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 

 

5. PROPOSED 2018 COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 
(Ian Whitehouse, Environment Canterbury) 
(Refer pages 38 – 40) 
 
The Committee discussed the work programme and in particular noted: 
 
October would include the youth zone meeting 
There would be a number of field trips 
The March meeting will be a short one-hour working lunch meeting prior to site visits  
Zone Committee members will be invited to a “shed talk” at a time after April 
Possible overnight stay on Taumutu marae following the usual meeting 
Fish & Game, Department of Conservation and Forest & Bird will all be invited to 
present to the Committee and / or take the Committee to a couple of interesting spots 

 
 

6. A PLAN FOR THE SELWYN RIVER 
(Paul Hodgson) 
(Refer page 41) 
 
Paul Hodgson presented to the Zone Committee his idea that there needed to be a 
definite plan for dealing with the Selwyn River.   
 
Scott Pearson from Fish & Game supported Paul’s idea and noted that the compelx 
regulatory system requires that people should put their focus back to the environment, 
and what is physically in the river.   
 
Michaela Rees pointed out that should the Committee need staff assistance, there may 
not be any as the team was already stretched to the limit.   
 
The Committee agreed that Paul and a subcommittee will do further research and 
prepare a short report about what had already been done in this area.  From there a 
further plan can be developed with projects to get involved in. 
 
Committee members volunteering as members of the subcommittee are Ron Pellow, 
Paul Hodgson, Les Wanhalla and Councillor Iaean Cranwell. 

 

7. FINALISING RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK FROM FINAL SELWYN WATER SEMNAR 
AND NEXT STEPS FOLLOWING THE SEMINAR SERIES 
(Ian Whitehouse, Environment Canterbury) 
(Refer pages 42 – 52) 
 
There being no changes to the responses the Committee agreed it had not necessarily 
progressed the work in the way it envisaged.  In the interest of moving forward though, 
it will put its energy into its work programme. 
 
The responses will be emailed to seminar participants and the information will be put up 
on the website. 
 

  





 
 

 

 
ACTIONS FROM MEETING 
 
 
Name 

 
Action 

ECan Staff Forward compliance statistics to Committee members 
ECan Staff and industry 
partners Arrange open forum meeting 

Subcommittee Subcommittee to work on past projects and future plan for 
Selwyn River 

Living Water Update at a future meeting regarding their work 
 

ECan Staff Date in 2018 for site visit to Broadacres TSA Project 
ECan Staff Site visit March / April 2018 to Snake Creek 

ECan / DOC List of potential DOC sites to visit and staff to present to the 
Committee 

ECan / Fish and Game List of potential Fish and Game sites to visits and staff to 
present to the Committee 

ECan Marae visit and potential overnight stay for the Committee 
 
 
 
 


