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Whole Plan Comments
Please provide any comments.
Ravensdown is a farmer co-operative that exists to enable smarter farming with products, expertise
and technology to help farmers reduce environmental impacts and optimise the value from the land.
Ravensdown also operates a network of fertiliser bulk stores, quarries and three fertiliser manufacturing
plants throughout New Zealand.
Ravensdown takes an interest in a wide range of resource management matters that relate to rural
activities and participates in planning processes at the national and regional level through preparing
submissions on regulatory, policy and plan mechanisms prepared under the RMA. Ravensdown
recognises the need for the environmental impacts of farming to be reduced and is supportive of
effects-based regulation. However, it is important that farmers’ social license to operate is protected
and they retain the ability to innovate and to run farm businesses that are productive, sustainable and
profitable.
In Canterbury, Ravensdown has been actively involved in the Canterbury Land & Water Regional Plan
(CLWRP) process, and the various plan changes that have implemented Zone Implementation Plans
prepared by Zone Committees in other parts of Canterbury. At a national level, Ravensdown has been
and continues to be involved in the majority of land and water plans prepared by other regional councils.
In particular Ravensdown participates in planning processes to ensure policies and regulations
incorporated into plans or other planning mechanisms, seek and find an optimal balance between
necessary restrictions or constraints upon farming activities, and the use of the products it has developed
to assist with growth and production in the rural sector, and ultimately the economic and social wellbeing
of the rural community.
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Ravensdown has provided feedback on two parts of the Long Term Plan 2018-2028:
1
2

Freshwater Management
Biodiversity and Biosecurity
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Biodiversity and Biosecurity Support/Oppose
See page 8 of the Consultation Document.
Please select one of the following:

I generally agree with the activity proposed for
Biodiversity and Biosecurity.

Biodiversity and Biosecurity Comments
Please provide any comments.
In principle, Ravensdown supports the Council’s desire to work with willing landowners on habitat
restoration and rehabilitation projects. Ravensdown also supports the proposal to emphasise connections
between projects. However Ravensdown notes that funding is currently more likely to be granted to
projects which involve partnerships with other organisations and considers the Council should be more
open to considering applications from individual landowners, especially if connections with other
projects can be demonstrated.
Ravensdown supports the continuation of the Immediate Steps funding however it is unclear from the
Portfolio Expenditure breakdown where Working with Landowners/Immediate Steps funding fits. On
this basis Ravensdown is unable to comment on whether the level of funds committed is appropriate.
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Freshwater Management Support/Oppose
See page 6 of the Consultation Document.
Please select one of the following:

I generally agree with the activity proposed for
Freshwater Management.

Freshwater Management Comments
Please provide any comments.
Ravensdown supports Environment Canterbury’s commitment to Zone and Regional Delivery.
Ravensdown Environmental consultants are at the grass roots of implementation of the CLWRP. We
pride ourselves on the strength of our relationships with Environment Canterbury staff across all levels
of technical, consenting and planning to assist farmers. This includes working through the complex
regulatory requirements to enable them to continue to farm in a more environmentally sustainable and
still profitable manner. If the implementation of Good Management Practices to achieve reductions in
nutrient losses from farms and improvements in water quality is to be successful, additional Council
staff resources are warranted.
Ravensdown supports the proposal to add two Land Management Advisor roles and to add two
additional Cultural Land Management Advisors along with making the existing trial role permanent.
Ravensdown Environmental consultants have found the Cultural Land Management Advisor to be a
good resource filling a current knowledge gap. The recognition of cultural values is critical to appropriate
decisions being made on farm to protect those values, whether on farm or in adjacent waterways.
Ravensdown notes the importance of relevant experience and training to the effectiveness of the Land
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Management Advisors and encourages the Council to ensure that appropriate resources are made
available for this purpose.
The LTP proposes to direct funding to increase monitoring and progress reporting. Ravensdown
considers that the catchment scale is an appropriate scale to measure instream changes in surface
water quality. Farmers are increasingly interested in learning more about the quality of water in their
catchment and how their on-farm activities may influence water quality. Ravensdown supports the
Council’s increased focus on data, although it is unclear from the consultation document whether this
infers a proposal to increase the number of sites/catchments monitored, an increase in the frequency
of sampling of existing monitoring sites, or simply better public access to the data that is already
collected. Ravensdown questions whether the Immediate Steps funding that is available for habitat
restoration and rehabilitation work could or should extend to catchment scale water quality monitoring.
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