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Lower Waitaki SCC Zone Committee Meeting 

Waimate Event Centre 

14 February 2018, 1:00pm 

Time Agenda Item  Who Paper/Verbal 

1:00pm Karakia  

Welcome new members – Barney Hoskins,  

Cr Jakki Guilford and Daniel Isbister 

 

Kate 

 

Verbal 

1:05pm Standing Items 

 Apologies 

Declaration of interests 

 Confirmation of minutes 

 Correspondence 

Chair  

1:15pm Elections of Chairperson, Deputy Chair and 

CWMS Rep. 

Dave/Liv Paper 

1.20pm Zone Team Update Chris 

Eccleston 

Verbal 

1:35pm Facilitators Update 

- Priorities for 2018  

- Clean Check Dry Advocacy 

Programme 

- Bridge Project update.  

- Long-Term Plan  

 

Dave 

Dave 

Dave 

 

Paper 

Paper 

Verbal 

1.45pm Limestone Hills Road Immediate Steps 

Project Funding Proposal 

Kennedy 

Lange 

Verbal and 

tabled 

2:00pm Draft Annual Report Dave/Liv Paper 

2:10pm Update on proposed science work for flow 

regimes in the Hakataramea and tributaries 

on the south bank of the Waitaki river affected 

by mining rights. 

Helen 

Shaw 

Paper 

2:40pm Farewell Peter Ramsden  Kate Verbal 

2:45pm Close meeting & Karakia   

2:50pm Afternoon Tea 
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LOWER WAITAKI SCC ZONE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES FOR CONFIRMATION  
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LOWER WAITAKI SOUTH COASTAL CANTERBURY ZONE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF A LOWER WAITAKI SOUTH COASTAL CANTERBURY ZONE 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE WAIMATE EVENT CENTRE, WAIMATE ON 
WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2017, AT 1.16PM 

 
PRESENT Chair Kate White (Community) 

Andrew Hayes (Community), Andrew Feierabend (Meridian Energy), 
Mark Giles (Deputy Chair), Suzanne Eddington (Waihao Runanga), 
Sandra Hampstead-Tipene (Arowhenua Runanga), Mark Kingsbury 
(Community), Cr Miriam Morton (Waimate District Council), Bruce 
Murphy (Community), Brent Packman (Community), Liz Rollinson 
(Community), Ranui Ryan (Moeraki Runanga) and Cr Peter Scott 
(Environment Canterbury) 
 

APOLOGIES Jeremy Holding (Waitaki District Council)  
 
IN ATTENDANCE Olivia Smith, Zone Facilitator  
 Karalyn Reid, Committee Secretary 
 David Moore, Zone Facilitator 
 

 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and Peter Ramsden opened the meeting with 
a Karakia. 
 
Chair Kate White thanked and presented a gift to the retiring members of the Committee - Liz 
Rollinson and Mark Giles (Community); Andrew Feierabend (Meridian) and Cr Miriam Morton 
(Waimate District Council) who has been replaced by Cr Jakki Guilford. She welcomed new 
facilitator of the Zone Committee Dave Moore, and Daniel Isbister one of the new Community 
members who came to observe the meeting. 
 

Apologies    
Apologies were received from Jeremy Holding (Waitaki District Council). 

 
RESOLVED 
LWSC17/27 Moved Suzanne Eddington 

Seconded Sandra Hampstead-Tipene 
“That the apologies are accepted.” 
MOTION CARRIED 

Declaration of Interests  
There were no additional interests registered. 
 

Confirmation of Minutes 
 

RESOLVED  
LWSC17/28 Moved Brent Packman 

Seconded Liz Rollinson 
“That the minutes of the Lower Waitaki Zone 
Committee meeting held on 18 October 2017 are 
adopted as a true and correct record.” 
MOTION CARRIED  
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Standing Reports 
 
Correspondence 
There was no outward or inward correspondence. 
 

Regional Committee Update 
Sandy Hampstead-Tipene attended the Regional Committee meeting. The Waitaki Iwi 
Management Plan has been signed and Sandy and Suzanne Eddington offered to give a 
presentation to the Zone Committee early in 2018. 
 

Facilitator Update by Acting Facilitator Olivia Smith 
 The Committee agreed the first meeting for 2018 will be held on 14 February 2018, 

and will continue to use the Waimate Event Centre as a venue for meeting on the 
scheduled 2018 Wednesdays: 14 February, 14 March, 18 April, 16 May, 20 June, 18 
July, 15 August, 19 September, 17 October, 21 November and 19 December. 

 South Bank of the Waitaki – Mining Right update. A response from ECan’s science 
team is expected in January and will be circulated to the Committee. 

 The Committee has received no update on Hunter Downs. 

 The below matters arose from the field trip last month: 
 Weed spraying along Ocean to Alps Track (to be discussed in Zone 

Manager’s report) 
 Signage (refer to agenda item) 
 Maintaining river access to the Waitaki (a conversation has been started with 

ECan’s river engineers) 

 Cr Peter Scott reported ECan recently met with Central South Island Fish and Game 
and discussed reviewing the Hakataramea River Plan.  

 The Committee asked ECan for a response regarding both the flow regime and also 
on the mining right renewal in the New Year. 
 

RESOLVED  
LWSC17/29 Moved Jakki Guilford 

Seconded Mark Kingsbury 
“That the standing reports are received.” 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

Grey Scrub Project 
Kennedy Lange updated the Zone Committee on grey scrub in the Waitaki Valley. The 
Lower Waitaki Water Management Committee previously identified grey scrub as an 
important habitat for protection. In response to this, the Zone Team are proposing that a 
collaborative grey scrub project be undertaken in 2018 as a key biodiversity project in the 
zone.  The Committee supported this project and provided feedback. 

 
RESOLVED  
LWSC17/30 Moved Sandy Hampstead-Tipene 

Seconded Cr Jakki Guilford 
“That the Committee write to ECan; the Tuia meeting; 
and to Waitaki and Waimate District Councils in support 
of a collaborative Grey Scrub project be undertaken as 
a key biodiversity project in the Lower Waitaki Zone.” 
MOTION CARRIED 
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Integrated Land Use Consent – Pilot Project 
The Lower Waitaki Zone Team are piloting a project to widen the ‘conversations’ with 
consent applicants to include Land Management and Biodiversity staff.  

 
RESOLVED  
LWSC17/31  

Moved Kate White  
Seconded Andrew Feierabend 
That the Zone Committee write to ECan indicating 
support of the Integrated Land Use Consent Pilot 
Project. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

Braided Riverbed Management Project 
Andrew Parrish (Section Manager – Planning) gave a verbal report on a proposed Braided 
River Management Project – BRIDGE Project. This project is in response to increasing 
concerns about the management of braided riverbeds in Canterbury.  The project involves 
research to better understand the values associated with these unique riverbeds. It is 
anticipated that this information will help inform improved management of braided riverbeds. 
The Waitaki River is one of five rivers identified for inclusion in the study.  Andrew tabled an 
information sheet. 
 
The Committee indicated support for the project and provided feedback on some of the 
criteria that could be used for the research. Andrew has agreed to report to the Committee in 
February at which time the committee will select a suitable stretch of river for inclusion in the 
study. 
 
Signage at Project Sites 
The Committee discussed priority project sites in the Zone that could benefit from signage. 
The topic was raised at the recent fieldtrip to the Waitaki River, particularly regarding the 
opportunities for signage along the Ocean to Alps cycle track. 
The Committee identified potential sites as: 

 Across the road from NOSH 

 Waihao Box 

 Kurow Walkway 

 Otekaieke Wetland 

 Duntroon wetland 
Duntroon limestone IMS project  
 

Verbal Update on Zone Communications 
Kate tabled recent communications and asked for feedback for planning for 2018. 
Congratulations were extended to Kate for her good work in lifting ECan’s profile. 
 
Cr Jakki Guilford excused herself  
from the meeting at 3.11pm. 
 
Draft Annual Report 
Zone Manager, Chris Eccleston sought input from the Committee for the Zone Committee 
Draft Annual Report.  The Committee members provided feedback. 
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Zone Team Update (Chris Eccleston, Zone Manager) 
 
The Committee discussed progress with Zone Delivery activities, and progress against the 
ZIP. 

 Waihaorunga River meeting (November) – 25 people attended. There was good 
interest around assistance with Farm Environment Plans. 

 The Waihao Wainono Water Users Group AGM held recently went well. 

 The Nutriment Management Field Day (held 13 December 2017) was well attended. 

 Spraying work to be undertaken along Alps to Ocean cycle track in early 2018 

 Looking at developing closer links for consenting areas with other Territorial 
Authorities. 
 

General Business/General Public 
Verbal update from Department of Conservation. John has invited the local DoC 
Manager to give a report to the Committee and offered the Committee assistance 
with future field trips. 
 
Cr Peter Scott closed the meeting with a Karakia at 3.26pm. 
 
 
 
------------------------------- 
K White 
Chairperson 
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LOWER WAITAKI SCC ZONE COMMITTEE 
INWARD AND OUTWARD CORRESPONDENCE 
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From: Chrys Berryman <chrysadie@gmail.com> 

Subject: Black Hole Recreation Reserve 

Date: 17 January 2018 at 12:26:54 PM NZDT 

To: K.White@xtra.co.nz 

 

Chairperson Kate White 

The Lower Waitaki-South Coastal Canterbury Zone Committee 

 

Kia Ora Kate 

              On the 24/1/18 a large group of us who were staying near Waimate visited the Black Hole 

Recreation Reserve on the Waihao River. 

I had been telling everyone that this was an amazing swimming spot, a place I had fond memories of 

when growing up in Waimate. On arrival I couldn’t believe my eyes, it was warm and we were the 

only ones there. The grass was long  and cattle excrement was everywhere even up to the waters 

edge(despite there being an electric fence).Dead fish were in the shallows and the final blow was 

when an ECAN app. said we couldn’t swim because the ecoli levels were too high. Later I emailed 

my concerns to ECAN and two nice people phoned me. They were sympathetic and took my 

complaints seriously. I was told there was a Black Hole enhancement group, which is great, but their 

main focus seemed to be on willow removal and native planting. I was also told that there was another 

irrigation scheme coming to the area that will bring water from the Waitaki River and that this will 

result in further agricultural intensification. Surely this will further degrade a river that is not coping 

with the present levels of intensification around Arno especially dairy conversions? 

            So my question to your committee is what are you doing to improve the water quality situation 

in the Waihao River and the amenity of the Black Hole swimming site? I have one suggestion that 

would have an immediate impact, permanently fence off the reserve area and do not run cattle there. 

A few sheep would keep the grass down returning the river flat to the picnic area that used to exist. 

            The Black Hole used to be a community asset where work, school, and church picnics 

happened. There were teenage parties and the local holy rollers had baptisms there. It was a gathering 

place where people socialised and created memories, now it is a place where you have to consult an 

app.to see if its safe to swim. 

          Please table this letter at your next meeting. I will also send copies to;  

editor@timaruherald.co.nz 

olive.Smith@ecan.govt.nz 

leighbank@xtra.co.nz  (Chairperson Waihao Wainono Committee Catchment Group) 

 

Thank you for reading my letter. 

Chrys Berryman 

8 Humariri Street, 

Point Chevalier  

Auckland 1022 

098153647    02102905675      
  

mailto:chrysadie@gmail.com
mailto:K.White@xtra.co.nz
mailto:editor@timaruherald.co.nz
mailto:olive.Smith@ecan.govt.nz
mailto:leighbank@xtra.co.nz
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LOWER WAITAKI SCC ZONE COMMITTEE 
REPORTS  
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Date 14 February 2018 

Report to LWSCC Zone Committee 

From Dave Moore, Zone Facilitator 

Subject Election of Chair, Deputy Chair and Regional Committee 

Representative 

 
 
Purpose 
 
To outline the role of the Committee Chair, Deputy Chair and Regional Committee 
Representative; and for the Committee to elect representatives to these position. 
 

Background 
 
Chair and Deputy Chair 
 
The role of the Chair is to:  
 

 Chair Zone Committee meetings 

 Liaise with the facilitator on Zone Committee work planning 

 Speak for the Zone Committee outside of meetings. 

 Liaise with the media.  

 The role of the Deputy Chair is to fill the above role when the Chair is absent. 

 
Regional Committee Representative 
 
The role of the Regional Committee Representative is to represent the Lower Waitaki Zone 
Committee at and contribute to the working of, the Regional Committee. The Regional 
Committee provides a regional perspective on the CWMS and meets four times a year, 
progressing work through its working groups (e.g. Biodiversity, Infrastructure). The Lower 
Waitaki Regional Committee representative is expected to update the Lower Waitaki Zone 
Committee on the Regional Committee progress. 
 
The dates of the 2018 Regional Committee meetings are: 
 

 13 March 

 12 June 

 14 August 

 9 October 

 11 December 

 
Recommendation 

The Committee elects a Chair, Deputy Chair and Regional Committee representative. 
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Date 14 February 2018 

Report to LWSCC Zone Committee 

From Dave Moore, Zone Facilitator 

Subject Zone Committee Priorities for 2018 

 

Purpose 

To seek feedback from the Committee on priority activities for 2018. 

Background 

The overarching vision for CWMS: To gain the greatest cultural, economic, environmental, 

recreational and social benefits from our water resources within a sustainable framework 

both now and for future generations. 

In 2016 the Zone Committee established the following six priorities to 2020:   

1 The ecosystem health and mauri of Wainono lagoon and its catchments is improved. 

2 All land is managed at good management practice and priority issues/areas are dealt 

with. 

3 The biodiversity in the priority areas of Waitaki Mouth, Waitaki riparian wetlands, 

Northern Fan spring heads, and areas of grey scrub are protected and enhanced. 

4 There is widespread community understanding of and compliance with the Waitaki 

sub-regional section of the Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan and Waitaki 

Catchment Water Allocation Plan. 

5 We have increased catchment knowledge in priority areas (science) and we 

understand the effectiveness of interventions (monitoring). 

6 There is widespread ownership of catchment health by the community. 

Delivering these will take time and a range of actions.  It would be helpful to understand 

where the committee would like to focus its attention during 2018. 

Recommendation 

The Committee provides feedback on the Zone Committee priority activities for 2018 to 

inform meeting schedule/activities for 2018, and considers: 

a What two or three outcomes would you like the committee to focus on? 

b Would you like to do anything differently? 

c Structure of the meetings – lunch, roundup, meeting? 

d Would you like to better involve community groups or other organisations? 
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Date 14 February 2017 

Report to LWSCC Zone Committee 

From Dave Moore, Zone Facilitator 

Subject Clean Check Dry Advocacy Programme Report 

 

Purpose 

To inform the Zone Committee of the findings from the Clean, Check, Dry (CCD) Advocacy 

Programme and seek feedback.   

Background 

Bryce Warner, Fresh Water Advocacy Officer carried out the CCD advocacy programme in 

the Waitaki Lakes District over the holiday period from 20 December 2017 to 6 January 

2018.   

Bryce’s report covers what was accomplished, discovered, and highlighted as improvements 

by the CCD advocacy. While most of the report focusses on the Upper Waitaki Zone, Bryce 

did visit Lakes Aviemore and Waitaki and there are aspects of the report relevant to the 

Lower Waitaki Zone. 

Recommendation 

The Zone Committee receives the report and provides feedback.  
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Date 14 February 2017 

Report to LWSCC Zone Committee 

From Kennedy Lange, Biodiversity Officer, Environment Canterbury 

Subject Limestone Hills Road – Immediate Steps Funding Proposal 

 

Purpose 

To inform the Zone Committee of the Limestone Hills Road Immediate Steps proposal for 

fencing an area of scrub and to seek approval of funding.   

Further information will be tabled at the meeting. 

Background 

An area of scrub with high biodiversity value has been identified on a property in Limestone 

Valley Road.  A paper will be presented to the Zone Committee explaining the location and 

significance of scrub and requesting funding for fencing to preserve the scrub.  

Recommendation 

The Zone Committee receives the report and provides feedback and approval of funding.  
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Date 14 February 2018 

Report to LWSCC Zone Committee 

From Dave Moore, Zone Facilitator 

Subject 2017 Draft Annual Report 

 
 
 

Purpose 

 
To finalise the Lower Waitaki 2017 Annual Report. 

 
Background 
 
Every year each Zone Committee completes an annual report highlighting the key 
achievements in the Zone and the focus for the upcoming year. The report forms the basis for 
the Chair reporting to Environment Canterbury Council and the Waitaki and Waimate District 
Councils.  
 
In late 2017, the Committee provided input for the contents of the report. A draft report has 
now been developed and follows this report. 

 
Recommendation 

 
The Zone Committee finalise and approve the 2017 Draft Annual Report. 
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Date 14 February 2017 

Report to LWSCC Zone Committee 

From Helen Shaw, Surface Water Science Manager 

Subject Proposed Science Work in the Hakataramea Catchment, and 

some Tributaries of the Lower Waitaki Main Stem 

Purpose 

In 2017, the Lower Waitaki South Coastal Canterbury Zone Committee received two 

requests to ask Environment Canterbury to review the flow regime in certain areas of the 

Lower Waitaki catchment.  

 
In June 2017, in response to a request from Fish and Game, the Committee moved: 
 
“That the Zone committee ask ECan to provide an outline of a work programme to start 
gathering technical work required for the review of the Hakataramea Flow Regime.” 
 
In September 2017, in response to a letter from a consultant representing holders of deemed 
permits (previously mining rights), the Committee moved: 
 
“That the Lower Waitaki Zone Committee ask ECan to support a study into the flows and 
potential allocation of the rivers on the South Bank of the Waitaki affected by mining rights. 
We ask that this is done in conjunction with the mining rights farmers and with some urgency 
in order to provide clarity with regard to application for water to the Kurow Duntroon Irrigation 
Scheme.”  
 
This paper is to provide the Zone Committee with an update of progress to date, and the 
plan for the coming months, and also to invite comment on the stakeholder list for 
collaboration. 

Background and Introduction 

The Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan (WCWARP) was made operative in 

2006.  Whilst parts of the WCWARP have been reviewed (resulting in Plan Changes 1, 2 

and 3, which affect much of the Lower Waitaki), there are areas of the plan which have not 

been reviewed. Environment Canterbury has a current timetable for the review of the 

WCWARP, resulting in notification of a plan change in about 5 years’ time.  Science work 

often commences about 3-4 years before notification (starting with filling of data gaps). 

There is merit to collecting data and conducting science work early, to ensure we have: 

 An opportunity to collaborate with our partners and stakeholders, including during 
science scoping; 

 adequate datasets for good decision making 

 better information to address any issues that arise early. 
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Proposed Approach 

We propose to carry out science work in the Hakataramea catchment and on some of the 

tributaries of the Lower Waitaki main stem, in the context of a broader programme of work 

that will help prepare for the review of the WCWARP. 

We intend to engage fully with our partners, stakeholders and the community during the 

science phase of the work, in order to share knowledge and gain maximum benefit from the 

work that everyone in the catchment is doing. 

Environment Canterbury, through our Tuia Programme, is currently working on a process to 

incorporate mātauranga maori into our science work – we are hoping that this will be used in 

the Waitaki. 

We have identified the following key stakeholders (draft list for addition/discussion): 

 Papatipu rūnanga – Arowhenua, Moeraki, Waihao, and Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 

 Waitaki District Council 

 Mackenzie District Council 

 Upper and Lower Waitaki Zone Committees 

 Department of Conservation 

 Land Information New Zealand 

 Central South Island Fish and Game 

 Irrigation Schemes  

o Waitaki Irrigators Collective 

o Benmore Irrigation Scheme 

 Aquaculture Information Group (? Relevance?) 

 Genesis Energy 

 Meridian Energy 

 Deemed permit holders (formerly mining rights) 

 

Our approach will be to make contact with all partners and stakeholders over the next few 

months, in order to establish ‘Key Science Questions’ for further exploration over the coming 

years.  This will mean we can discuss what data and information everyone is collecting, and 

how to use it most effectively to form a comprehensive dataset. 

 

Figure 1 below illustrates the early stages of the process.  

 
Figure 1: Early stages of the technical work stream- WCWARP review 

Confirmation of 
science 

questions

Gap analysis of 
current data

Monitoring to 
fill gaps

Data analysis 
and modelling
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Initial Draft of Key Science Questions 

While we expect that many of the science questions will centre around meeting objectives 

for the catchment (initially based on the Zone Committee objectives already established 

during the nutrient limit setting process), we have made a ‘starter for 10’ list, based on our 

expert knowledge of the catchment, and emerging / known issues.  

 

 Hakataramea catchment – we already have a working hydrological model of this 

catchment, but it likely needs some further work to increase confidence in the 

tributaries / main stem interaction. 

 Ahuriri catchment – more flow gauging data will help understand the contributions of 

smaller tributary flows to the area covered by the Water Conservation Order. 

 Lower Waitaki Tributaries – there are some data gaps in this area, and we are likely 

to be required to undertake analysis for consent decisions. 

 Waterways affected by the hydroelectric scheme.  Meridian and Genesis Energy 

have resource consents which expire in 2025; work on the plan change will be in 

parallel to work required to discuss consent renewal applications. 

 Flow stressed rivers – our work on the nutrient limit setting process identified some 

rivers that are potentially flow stressed (predominantly in the Upper Waitaki). 

Current Work 

Whilst drafting up the initial science questions, and considering that we could make some 

early progress in some of the areas (as requested via the ZC), we recognised that there 

were certainly some data gaps in the Hakataramea and Ahuriri catchments, and in the Lower 

Waitaki tributaries (Awakino, Kurow, Otaike and Otekaieke).  As our field teams visit the 

Waitaki on a monthly basis, we have included some additional gauging sites into these runs. 

 

 

 
 


