Stock access guidelines
for Selwyn farmers
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Arthur’s Pass
In Selwyn Waihora, specific
requirements are in place to address the
area’s serious water quality issues and to
protect the environment and cultural landscape.
This guide provides information about the
stock access restrictions for waterbodies in
the Selwyn Waihora Zone. These restrictions are
in place specifically to address the health of
Te Waihora and local rivers.
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Where can I graze my stock?
Avoiding disturbance in waterways, including drains, is essential to improve water quality outcomes in the rivers and lakes.

What is specifically prohibited in the Selwyn
Waihora zone?
Access by cattle, deer or pigs to:
▪▪ The bed of Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere
or Muriwai/ Coopers Lagoon
▪▪ The bed of any river/stream or drain in the
Cultural Landscape/Values Management Area
▪▪ Any river/stream, drain (that contains water) or lake:
-- In a Salmon Spawning site, or Īnanga Spawning habitat;
-- Within a Community Drinking Water Protection Zone; or
-- 1000 metres, or closer, upstream of a Freshwater
Bathing Site
▪▪ Any other springfed plains stream.

When is stock access permitted?
Unless specifically prohibited (as above), stock access to
rivers/streams, wetlands, drains (that contain water) and
lakes is permitted provided it does not result in:
▪▪ Within the Cultural Landscape/Values Management Area
-- Stock in the bed of any river, wetland and the bed of
Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere or Murawai/Coopers Lagoon.

▪▪ Outside the Cultural Landscape/Values Management Area
-- Cattle in the bed of lakes Selfe, Evelyn, Henrietta,
Georgina, Grassmere, Sarah, Pearson and Lyndon.
-- Dairy cattle (all ages dry or milking) or pigs in the bed of:
• Any river/stream, drain (that contains water) or lake
more than 1 metre wide or 10 centimetres deep; or
• Any wetland.
-- Cattle or deer, being grazed on irrigated land or being
break-fed on winter feed crops, in the bed of:
• Any river/stream, drain (that contains water) or lake
more than 1 metre wide or 10 centimetres deep; or
• Any wetland.
-- In any other situation:
• Pugging or de-vegetation that exposes bare earth in the
bed or on banks; or
• A change in clarity or colour of water downstream.
Please note there are further exceptions to these conditions
for stock crossing points. Contact Customer Services for more
information if you have a crossing point.
If these conditions cannot be met (and unless it is prohibited;
as above), then you will need to apply for a resource consent.

Water body terms explained
What is the bed of a river?
The Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan defines the bed of
river in most situations as the space of land extending between
the outward extremities of any stop bank or any flood protection
vegetation. Where these are not present, the bed is defined as the
space of land which the waters of a river cover at its fullest flow
without overtopping its banks.
However for the braided rivers listed below, the bed is land
through to the outer edge of any flood protection vegetation, or
where no flood protection vegetation exist, the lesser of:
▪▪ the distance from the outer gravel margin to the land that
was cultivated or was in crops or pasture prior to
5 September 2015; or

▪▪ 10 metres from the outer gravel margin – whichever is the lesser.
Braided rivers in the Selwyn Waihora Zone include the:
▪▪ Selwyn River main stem, North Branch and Bush Stream
▪▪ Waimakariri River main stem and a number of tributaries
▪▪ Rakaia River main stem and a number of tributaries.
For further information on braided river tributaries in the
Waimakairi and Rakaia river catchments please contact
Customer Services.
To find the location of stop banks or flood protection vegetation,
use the Canterbury Maps tool at canterburywater.farm/zones,
as shown below.

Map tool
To see which area your property is in, go to
canterburywater.farm/zones
1. Select Selwyn Waihora Zone, then Selwyn Te Waihora
Farming Activities map.
2. Under the layers button , select which farming
activity or stock access layer you would like to view.
3. Find your property by searching or zooming on the map.

What is a wetland?
Wetlands are defined in the Canterbury Land and Water
Regional Plan as coastal wetlands, wetlands which are part of
a river, stream or lake; and natural ponds, swamps, marshes,
fens, bogs, seeps, brackish areas, mountain wetlands, and
other naturally wet areas that support an indigenous ecosystem
of plants and animals specifically adapted to living in wet
conditions, and provide a habitat for wildlife. It excludes:
▪▪ artificial farm dams,
▪▪ wet pasture or where
drainage canals and
water temporarily ponds
detention dams; and
after rainfall;
▪▪ reservoirs for firefighting,
▪▪ artificial wetlands used
domestic or community
for wastewater or storm
water supply.
water treatment;

What is the extent of the bed of a lake?
The Resource Management Act defines lake bed as:
▪▪ In relation to any lake controlled by artificial means, the
space of land which the waters of the lake cover at its
maximum permitted operating level; or
▪▪ In relation to any lake not controlled by artificial means,
the space of land which the waters of the lake cover at its
highest level without exceeding its margin.
Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere is artificially managed but there
is no maximum permitted operating level therefore it is not
considered to be controlled by artificial means. Murawai Lagoon
and lakes Selfe, Evelyn, Henrietta, Georgina, Grassmere, Sarah,
Pearson and Lyndon are also not artificially controlled.
The extent of these lakebeds is therefore determined by
their lake margins.
The diagram below shows typical vegetation around the
lake margins of Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere.

Drain flowing into Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere

What is defined as a drain?
A ‘drain’ for the purpose of the stock access rules in the Selwyn
Te Waihora Catchment is any artificial watercourse that has
been constructed for the purpose of land drainage of surface
water. It does not include irrigation canals or stock water races.

What is the Cultural Landscape/Values Management Area?
The Lake Area to the Cultural Landscape/Values Management
Area includes Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere, Muriwai/Coopers
Lagoon and their margins and wetlands. The River Zone
encompasses 20 metres each side of 13 rivers that drain into
Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere, excluding all tributaries which do
not flow year round, and artificial watercourses (except in the
Waikekewai catchment).

How do I find out the location of Salmon Spawning
Sites, Īnanga Spawning Habitat, Community Drinking
water Protection Zones and Freshwater Bathing Sites?
Using the layers button on the Canterbury Maps tool, you
can add the relevant layers and zoom in to see if they fall on
your land. The map below shows an area within the zone that
contains all of the above sites as an example to demonstrate
what you will see adding the layers for these locations.

Lake edge at Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere
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We can help
Call Customer Services
on 0800 324 636

Visit the Selwyn Waihora
page at canterburywater.farm

▪▪ for help with the Canterbury Maps tool

▪▪ to use the Canterbury Maps tool

▪▪ for stock crossing point exception rules

▪▪ for all zone specific information.

▪▪ to apply for a resource consent if required.
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