Selwyn-Waihora Zone Committee (Water Management)

74TH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
SELWYN-WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE
TO BE HELD AT THE
LINCOLN EVENT CENTRE
ON TUESDAY 1 AUGUST 2017
AT 2 PM

"If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water..."
Loran Eisely, US Author
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74th Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee - Outline of Agenda
DATE:
TIME:
VENUE:

Item

TUESDAY 1 August 2017
2pm
Bayliss Lounge, Lincoln Event Centre, Meijer Drive, LINCOLN

Time

Description

2.00pm

1

2.15pm
2.20pm

Meeting commences with karakia and formal order of
business:
o Apologies
o Identification of Urgent General Business
o Confirmation of minutes 04 July 2017
o Matters Arising & actions from last meeting
o Report to and from Regional Committee Meeting
(Karaitiana Taiuru)
o Update from Zone Committee members on activities
and meetings attended that relate to the Committee’s
outcomes for the zone
o Correspondence:
o Email from Susan Hall re Immediate Steps
Biodiversity funding allocated to Flock Hill
General Public Contribution
Update on Biodiversity Strategy for Hororata Catchment

2

2.40pm

Te Ara Kakariki update

3

3.00pm
3.20pm

Break
Achieving 30% reduction in Nitrogen losses from a dairy
farm

4

4.00pm

Living Water update

5

4.30pm

Zone Facilitator’s Report

Pages

2 - 10

11

12 - 14

15 - 16

17 - 29

30
31 - 33

4.45pm

Approximate finish time

Presenter

Johannes Welsch,
Environment
Canterbury
Peter Joyce and
Mike Bowie,
Te Ara Kakariki
Tony Coltman
Canlac Holdings,
Angela Harvey and
Ina Pinxterhuis
Dairy NZ
Sarah Yarrow,
DOC and Fonterra
Ian Whitehouse,
Environment
Canterbury
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MINUTES OF THE 73rd MEETING OF THE SELWYN WAIHORA ZONE COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE BAYLISS LOUNGE, LINCOLN EVENT CENTRE, LINCOLN, ON TUESDAY
4 JULY 2017 COMMENCING AT 1:30 PM

AGENDA SUMMARY
Item

Time

Description

1.30pm

Meeting commences with karakia and formal order of
business:
 Apologies
 Identification of Urgent General Business
 Confirmation of Minutes 6 June 2017
 Matters Arising & actions from last meeting
 Report to and from Regional Committee
Meeting (Karaitiana Taiuru)
 Update from Zone Committee members on
activities and meetings attended that relate to
the Committee’s outcomes for the zone
 Correspondence:
o Letter from Forest and Bird re Flock Hill
fencing project;
o Reply to Forest and Bird

1

1.50pm
2.00pm

General Public Contribution
Update on state of water quality in high country lakes
in the zone

2

2.35pm

Update on Whakaora Te Waihora science (No
report)

3

4.15pm

Update on Kaituna Valley erosion and sediment
control project

Facilitator’s report:
 Seminar series at Lincoln University;
 Timetable for refreshing zone committee
membership;
 Progress with answering Paul Hodgson
questions from June meeting; and
 Update on Plan Change 5 to Land and Water
Regional Plan.

4.45pm Approximate finish time

Presenter

3 – 11

12 – 14
15

16 - 23

3.00pm Break
3.20pm Zone Delivery Update and progress report:
 Progress in relation to 5-year Delivery Outcomes
and Milestones
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Pages

Sian Barbour,
Environment
Canterbury
Tim Davie,
Environment
Canterbury

Michaela Rees,
Environment
Canterbury
24 - 29

30 - 37

David Hewson,
Opus
Ian Whitehouse,
Environment
Canterbury
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The meeting was opened with a karakia by Stephen Bragg.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, apologising that the public meeting started
slightly later.
PRESENT
Allen Lim (Chair), Christina Henderson (Te Hāpu o Ngāti Wheke), Cr Murray Lemon (Selwyn
District Council), Victor Mthamo (Community Member), Hayley Moynihan (Community
Member), George Tikao (Te Rūnanga o Ōnuku), Ron Pellow (Community Member),
Karaitiana Taiuru (Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata), Bill Lambie (Community Member), Maree
Goldring (Community Member) and Les Wanhalla (Te Rūnanga o Taumutu).
IN ATTENDANCE
Cr Nicole Reid, Murray Washington and Therese Davel (Selwyn District Council); John
Benn and Daniel Kimber (DOC); Stephen Bragg, Peter Ramsden, Adrian Meredith, Tony
Benny, Mananui Ramsden, Michaela Rees, Sylvia McAslan, Tim Davie, Cr John Sunckell
and Ian Whitehouse (Canterbury Regional Council), David Hewson (Opus), and Kim Neal
(Kaituna resident)
Member of the public: Lynette Harris.

APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Riki Nicholas (Te Rūnanga o Wairewa), Cr Iaean Cranwell
(Environment Canterbury) and Anne Galloway (Christchurch City Council) were accepted by
the meeting.
Apology for early departure received from Christina Henderson.
Moved: Maree Goldring /Seconded: Les Wanhalla
That the Committee accept apologies for absence as noted.
CARRIED
IDENTIFICATION OF URGENT GENERAL BUSINESS
None
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of the 72nd Meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water
Management) held on Tuesday 6 June.
Moved: Bill Lambie / Seconded: Victor Mthamo
That the minutes of the 72nd meeting of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee (Water
Management) held on Tuesday 6 June 2017, be confirmed.

4

CARRIED
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

REPORT TO AND FROM REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Karaitiana reported on member changes in several zone committees. He noted the
Canterbury Water Group will identify 3 top priorities for discussion. They report to amongst
others, the Chief Executive’s Forum.

UPDATE FROM ZONE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ON ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS
ATTENDED THAT RELATE TO THE COMMITTEE’S OUTCOMES FOR THE ZONE
Zone committee members reported on meetings attended that relate to the work of the
zone committee including:
Allen Lim attended presentations at Environment Canterbury regarding the Annual Report
and has been involved in the Zone Committee’s seminar series;
Victor Mthamo attended the lunchtime seminar;
Ron Pellow attended the lunchtime seminar and was also involved with Environment
Canterbury Councillors and researchers from Lincoln University;
Cr Murray Lemon attended the seminar series and had a meeting with the former Chair of
the Coes and Chamberlain Fords Committee which was going into recess. The
discussions were around ensuring that plantings were maintained.
CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence to and from Forest and Bird were taken as read. No further
comments were made around the issue.
Moved: Cr Murray Lemon / Seconded: Karaitiana Taiuru
That the committee receives the correspondence, for information.
CARRIED
GENERAL PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION
None.
1. UPDATE ON STATE OF WATER QUALITY IN HIGH COUNTRY LAKES IN THE
ZONE (Sian Barbour, Environment Canterbury)
(Refer pages 16 – 23)
In the absence of Sian Barbour, the item was presented by Adrian Meredith from
Environment Canterbury.
Adrian explained the water quality outcomes for high country lakes in the Land and
Water Regional Plan (LWRP) using the Trophic Level Index (TLI) and Submerged Plant
Index (SPI).
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Lakes were divided into different lake types such as large high country lakes, small to
medium sized high country lakes, coastal lakes (e.g. Te Waihora) and Artificial lakes
(e.g. Lake Hood in Ashburton). For each lake TLI and SPI indicators are used to
determine the quality of water. Using the average of measurements quality of lake
water is tracked. He noted the challenge was to determine why the lakes that do not
meet the LWRP objective struggle to reach the desired outcome.
The TLI determines the total nitrogen, phosphorus and chlorophyll-a present in water.
The higher the value, the more nutrient enriched the water is, meaning there is more
algal production and lower water quality. Most lakes are either in Oligotrophic (TLI 2 –
3) or Mesotrophic (TLI 3 – 4) states and only Lake Coleridge is consistently very clean
with low nutrient enrichment. The aim is to keep lakes in a low trophic state but it could
take a long time to reach that goal.
The SPI determines the ecological health of a lake based on its macrophyte (rooted
aquatic plant) community. Two measures are used, namely the native condition and
invasive condition. In response to a question Adrian explained that native plants
typically grow on lake beds and are low-growing, leaving a lot of open water to the
surface. Invasive plants smother the native plants and can grow to the surface which
impacts on the entire water ecosystem.
It was acknowledged that climate also influences the lake water quality with wind
increasing wave action; or a lack of wind increasing lake stratification / layering. Overall
climate change is closely looked at by Environment Canterbury around its impact on
lakes where it is clear that lakes are becoming less resilient with less rainfall.
Adrian also spoke about lake snow which was a sticky material produced by the algae
Lindavia intermedia and is often referred to as the ‘lake’ equivalent of didymo. It
seemed to be spread mostly by boats and there is ongoing communication with boat
owners to check and clean their vessels. It had recently been confirmed that the algae
is present in at least 10 Canterbury lakes, mostly in the Upper Waitaki.

Moved: Allen Lim / Seconded: Ron Pellow
That the committee receives the presentation on High Country Lakes water quality.
CARRIED
2. UPDATE ON WHAKAORA TE WAIHORA SCIENCE
(No report)
Dr Tim Davie presented the item and informed the Committee that the main tranche of
money was now used. While they continue to look for funding several pieces of work
have been ongoing.
The first piece of work is led by the University of Otago revolving around modelling
nutrient processes in the lake. It looked at how nitrates and phosphorous are
transformed between different states and concentrated on processes at the sedimentwater interface. The final report has just been published. Using spatial contour plots Dr
Davie showed the denitrification potential in different treatments. He explained that
denitrification is the process where nitrates are turned into nitrogen gas. If carbon was
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added there would be further changes again. As part of the project, the University of
Waikato developed a lake water quality model.
The second piece of research was a NIWA led project on wave barriers and
macrophytes. A second wave barrier was installed in the past week. The goal is to trial
the establishment of macrophyte beds and to create some artificial habitats.
Macrophytes are planted behind the barrier and the water quality, aquatic habitat
conditions and plant growth and health, are monitored on a monthly basis. The artificial
habitats which were installed are bracken bundles and floating treatment wetlands.
Dr Davie told the Committee the wave barrier structure is 100m long and around 15 –
20m wide. It is installed between 150 – 200m offshore. The floating wetlands were
smaller. All the structures were well anchored with navigation lights. It was too early to
know if the barriers and replanting macrophytes will be effective but in response to a
question about what happens next should it seem successful, Dr Davie noted there
could be opportunity to add more.
Hayley Moynihan left 2.51pm

There was a short discussion about what options existed to ensure microphytes grow;
whether the lake can handle the levels of nitrate; and whether dredging / mining the
lake was still an option being considered.
A third project was a NIWA led project investigating mahinga kai species, e.g. tuna and
pātiki. A report was just released and will address recruitment, movement and
abundance; monitoring of growth and effectiveness of kōhanga areas in the lake.
Moved: Allen Lim / Seconded: Cr Murray Lemon
That the Zone Committee receives the Whakaora Te Waihora update.
CARRIED
Afternoon tea break 3.05pm – 3.20pm
Christina Henderson left 3.15pm

3. ZONE DELIVERY UPDATE (Michaela Rees, Environment Canterbury and David
Hewson, Opus)
(Pages 24 - 29)
3.1

Progress in relation to 5-year Delivery Outcomes and Milestones
In April 2016 the Zone Committee agreed on 5-year delivery Outcomes and
Milestones and in June a Work Programme was agreed and approved. Michaela
Rees presented the Committee with an update report to show progress against
milestones. She addressed each of the 5-year outcomes i.e. Lake Interventions;
Good Management Practices; Using Alpine Water; Ngāi Tahu Values; Biodiversity;
Water Supply; Recreation; Awareness; and Monitoring and Compliance.
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Of note, there was a good increase in people attending the community drop-in
sessions. Regarding farming land use consents, Michaela informed the Committee
if anyone contacted them about what to do they should encourage people to call
Environment Canterbury and let them know, for example, what wait list they were on
to get a nutrient budget. Environment Canterbury was interested in people’s status
and they were most concerned with the people they had not heard anything from as
yet.
Michaela also commented on Mananui’s involvement with the iwi and how it is
changing everything for the team in terms of rūnanga engagement.
Action Points:
 Michaela to get feedback from staff about the reaction of farmers when they are
being called about consents i.e. do they know what staff want or is it all news to
them.
 Michaela to follow up with Brett Painter about the possibility of a site visit to the
Selwyn / Waikirikiri Near River Recharge project
 Biodiversity Update at the August meeting

3.2

Update on Kaituna Valley erosion and sediment control project
David Hewson from Opus presented the item providing a historic overview of what
the main drivers were for the project. In 2012 a series of floods triggered a
sequence of severe stream bank erosion events in the Kaituna River. Rob Blakely
was commissioned to investigate and provide solutions for the erosion.
Environment Canterbury engaged Opus to assist with the implementation of the
Blakely Report. Liaising and engaging with the six Rūnanga was an important
component.
David showed photos of the extent of erosion on a property in just 2 weeks at the
time of the floods in 2012. The area was stabilised trialling a method of anchored
weighted tree protection. Once erosion was stabilised, native planting were
established and in three years’ time the difference was clearly successful.
At the time of preparing his report, Rob Blakely carried out a stream walk, mapping
the location of erosion. 5 typical works were designed and drawn up identifying the
required works and costs. David told the committee that three key priority works
were identified.
The first was works requiring urgent action where there was active erosion and a
high risk of sediment release. This could cost $42,000.00.
The second would require waiting a year or 2 before starting on any works, whilst
monitoring the area. It would be areas with some erosion where the river is
adjusting to a new flow regime without willows and the works could be done in a 2 –
7 year period. It could cost up to $49,000.00.
The third priority targets areas with limited active erosion with longer term willow
management required to remove blockages. These works can be carried out over 5
– 10 years and indicative costs are $81,000.00.
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David acknowledged the excellent work on iwi engagement done by Mananui
Ramsden. Mananui addressed the Committee, speaking about the significance of
the area to Ngāi Tahu. The Kaituna Valley has large significance to Ngāi Tahu
simply for its geographical location. It’s know as a pathway taken by descendants of
various Peninsula Rūnanga from Te Kete Ika o Rākaihautū (The fish basket of
Rākaihautū – Te Waihora ) through to Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū (The food store of
Rākaihautū – Banks Peninsula ) for Mahinga kai purposes.
Mananui said that in a time before people needed to earn an income each week, all
that was needed was to harvest food to support and nurture our families, therefore
our “healthy” recourses were harvested in a sustainable manner that was conscious
of the species / habitats present and were soured with future generations in mind.
The Kaituna, much like many other traditional named locations was named
specifically with Mahinga Kai in mind – Survival. Kaituna refers to how abundant the
waters once were of Tuna – Eel.
He added he was working closely with Taumutu and Rapaki and hopes to build the
project up as a good news story with all stakeholders.

Moved: Allen Lim / Seconded: Les Wanhalla
That the Zone Committee receives the zone delivery update and the update on the
Kaituna River Sediment Assessment and Treatment Report.
CARRIED
4. FACILITATOR’S REPORT (Ian Whitehouse, Environment Canterbury)
(Pages 30 – 37)
Ian Whitehouse presented the item under the following headings:
4.1

Seminar series at Lincoln University
Ian thanked everyone for working on the seminar series and supporting the team.
He specifically thanked Ken Taylor and Tim Davie who worked together on a brilliant
presentation for the first seminar. He noted a couple of logistical issues asking the
Committee to encourage people to come to the evening sessions as it provided
more time for questions.
He also said they were putting together a booklet which would get to Committee
member on Monday. They could then comment until close of business on
Wednesday after which it will be produced.
Ian asked for volunteers to be moderator / chair of seminar sessions on the dates of
20th July and 17th August as Allen would be unavailable. Karaitiana indicated he
could do the evening of 20th July. Ian commented that on the 20th of July the
University is also hosting its State of the Environment.
Timetable for refreshing zone committee membership
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Ian briefly referred to this issue, commenting that more infromation will come to the
Committee in due course. Members whose terms end at the end of 2017 are Allen
Lim, Ron Pellow, Bill Lambie and Hayley Moynihan.
4.2

Progress with answering Paul Hodgson’s questions from June meeting
Ian mentioned he had a discussion with Paul at the seminar and that Paul was
comfortable with how a response to his questions was progressing.

4.3

Update on Plan Change 5 to Land and Water Regional Plan
Noted for information only.

Moved: Allen Lim / Seconded: Cr Murray Lemon
That the Zone Committee:
1. Provide feedback on the first of the Selwyn Te Waihora seminars at Lincoln
University and note the schedule for the other six seminars;
2. Note the schedule for refreshing zone committee community membership in October
– November;
3. Not the work in progress with answering questions raised by Paul Hodgson at the
June zone committee meeting; and
4. Note the update on Plan Change 5 to the Land and Water Regional Plan.
CARRIED

The meeting closed at 4.35pm with a karakia.

DATED this

day of

2017

__________________________
CHAIR

ACTIONS FROM MEETING

Name
Michaela Rees
Michaela Rees

Action
Biodiversity Update
To obtain feedback about the reactions of farmers when
being called about consents
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Michaela Rees
Support staff

To follow up with Brett Painter about the possibility of a site
visit to the Broadacres TSA project
Arrange longer public excluded workshop for 1 August
meeting and delayed start time of public meeting to 2pm

From:
Susan Hall <smahall@me.com>
Sent:
Thursday, 6 July 2017 10:22 a.m.
To: Ian Whitehouse
Subject: Immediate Steps funding
Good morning
I was interested to read recently that the Selwyn-Waihora Zone Committee recently committed $26,000
to fence an area on Flock Hill Station adjacent to Cave Stream.
Could you please provide further information on Immediate Steps funding that has been granted to
Flock Hill over the past five year period, and the biodiversity outcomes that will result.
Thank you.
Kind regards
Susan Hall
On behalf of the Upper Waimakariri Group
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Agenda Item No: 1

Subject Matter:
Hororata Restoration plan update and next
steps

Report to :

Date of meeting:

Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee

1st August 2017

Prepared by:

Action:

Johannes Welsch

For information

The Zone committees vision of ki uta ki tai – from the mountains to sea is the foundation for the
work in the Hororata catchment and establish and extend the biodiversity corridor down from the
mountains, bank onto the plains with the vision to link it with Te Waihora. To achieve this we are
inviting land owners to approach the biodiversity officer for Selwyn Waihora.
Hororata restoration plan Stage 1 and 2 have now been concluded.

Hororata Restoration Plan Stage 1:
Environment Canterbury commissioned Te Ara Kakariki to prepare Stage 1 of a restoration plan for
the Hororata Catchment to assist with prioritising biodiversity work in the area. The Hororata
Catchment area has been a priority for the Zone committee since 2012 and the formulation of a
restoration plan is one of the Selwyn Waihora Zone Delivery outcomes and milestones.
Stage one provided important baseline of information around terrestrial native biodiversity and
provided a first coarse stock take of the state of native vegetation on land.
The recommendation highlighted:
- Need for an action oriented stage one to prioritise biodiversity work on the ground
- Emphasising protection and enhancement of springs, wetlands and remnants
- A spatial analysis of existing biodiversity and restoration sites to focus on critical mass and
hotspots

Since then:
Spatial analysis of existing restoration sites
Summer scholar funded by Te Ara Kakariki and Environment Canterbury.
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The concept of using stepping stones for increased biodiversity interaction is increasing in
restoration circles. Stepping stones are areas of native plantings to increase native biodiversity and
connectivity. Through the use of these stepping stones insects, lizards, and birds are able to increase
their ranges to find habitat, food, pollination and increase their future populations’ genetic diversity.
The Selwyn Waihora Active Restoration Forum (SWARF) mapped known restoration sites in 2013 for
use as stepping stones which has now been updated to 2016. The map is currently on Canterbury
maps.

Hororata Restoration Plan Stage 2
Environment Canterbury commissioned Te Ara Kakariki to prepare Stage 2 with a focus on action on
the ground restoration sites for the Hororata Catchment. Due to the long standing connection with
the local community and individual land owners, TAK was able to lead conversations with numerous
land owners and involve both Environment Canterbury, Selwyn District Council and Department of
Conservation staff. This has led to a number of projects now in various stages of progress towards
proposals in combinations with cross property approaches to maximise the biodiversity gains within
the area.

Next Steps:
- We are looking for interested land owners to get in touch and we will explore biodiversity
opportunities in the Hororata catchment
- Continue to work on existing and new relationships with land owners
- Working with interested land owners on a 2-5 year plan to support and implement a number
of recommended biodiversity sites with Immediate Steps funding and explore other funding
sources or support avenues
- Enhance cross property integration of restoration to advance biodiversity corridor in
catchment
- Ongoing and increased coordination between Selwyn District Council, Department of
Conservation, Te Ara Kakariki, Central Plains Water, Environment Canterbury and local
community groups
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Figure 1: Immediate Steps funded projects in the Selwyn Waihora zone and in the Hororata
catchment highlighting existing efforts for biodiversity work across the zone 2010-2016
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Agenda Item No: 2

Subject Matter:
Hororata Restoration and vision

Report to :

Date of meeting:

Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee

1st August 2017

Prepared by:

Action:

Elizabeth Guthrey

For information

Te Ara Kakariki Greenway Canterbury Trust is currently preparing for two large plantout days and a
number of smaller plantout days. This is due to the continued support of our sponsors, and new
sponsors as well as the passion and dedication of the trustees and contractors. We would like to
thank the zone committee for their support over the years

Hororata focus
- Longstanding connection with the area
- Successful plantouts and restoration presence
- Delivered 6 restoration plans for the area recently
- Comunity engagement through the KDP

What is Te Ara Kakariki doing annually?
- Plant outs
- Restoration plans
- Monitoring
- Education and community engagement
- Research and priority scoping
Funding used within the Hororata catchment and nearby areas:
- Ministry for Environment– restoration planning, community engagement, restoration funds,
and plantouts.
- Central Plains Water –Environment Enhancement Fund – restoration funds for landowners and
plantouts
- Selwyn District Council – Restoration funds for landowners, planning and community
engagement
- Environment Canterbury – funding for spades.
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These match Zone committee biodiversity priority areas and we are hoping to collaboreate with the
Selwyn Waihora biodiversity staff to further these connections and engage the community. We
would like to welcome staff to come on board once more for our upcoming Canterbury Plantout
Days as support team.

Short term Vision:
Establish a strong network of greendots in the Hororata Catchment from 2017 to 2019.

Long term vision:
Develop a network of Greendots forming a greenway from the foothills across the plains, to Te
Waihora / Lake Ellesmere.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 3

SUBJECT MATTER:
Achieving 30% reductions in nitrogen
losses from a dairy farm

REPORT BY: Ian Whitehouse, Environment DATE OF MEETING: 01 August 2017
Canterbury

Action required
Note the presentation on how a dairy farm in the Selwyn Te Waihora catchment will
achieve the 30% reduction in nitrogen losses required by the Selwyn Te Waihora
Plan.

Background
The Selwyn Te Waihora Plan requires dairy farms to reduce nitrogen losses by 30% by 2022.
When the zone committee recommended this action as part of its Solutions Package in the
ZIP Addendum in 2013 it was uncertain how these reductions would be achieved and the
financial impact on individual farms.

The attached paper was presented at the recent South Island Dairy Event (SIDE) and outlines
how the nitrogen loss reductions are being achieved on a dairy farm inland from Dunsandel in
the Selwyn Te Waihora catchment.
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LIVING WATER VISION
A sustainable dairy industry is part of healthy functioning ecosystems
that together enrich the lives of all New Zealanders
OUR PURPOSE
To implement game-changing and scalable solutions that
demonstrate sustainable dairying in healthy freshwater ecosystems

OUR LONG TERM OUTCOMES
 Healthy resilient lowland ecosystems
 Profitable responsible dairying
 A shared understanding of the interdependence of agriculture,
economy and environment

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Collaborate and Partner | Create Connections | Integrate Matauranga Maori
Above and Beyond Regulation | Measurable and Repeatable | Learn and Share
OUR STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES AND APPROACH
RESTORE FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEMS AND
BUILD RESILIENCE ON AND OFF FARM

ACCELERATE ENVIRONMENTALLY
SUSTAINABLE FARM PRACTICES

Habitat enhancement | Water quality improvement |
Reconnecting remnants

Nutrients | Land use | Ecology | Economics | Skills

WORK WITH OTHERS TO DEMONSTRATE GAME CHANGING AND SCALABLE SOLUTIONS
Pilots and trials | Landscape scale projects and partnerships | Solutions and interventions developed and costed

LIVING WATER’S NICHE / FOCUS IN ARARIRA-LII
Transforming the drain and water network into a healthy freshwater ecosystem
in a productive agricultural landscape
ACTIVITIES / PROJECTS

RESTORE
Freshwater
Ecosystems

ACCELERATE
Sustainable
Farming

PARTNER
With
Others

GAME
CHANGER

SCALABLE

On-Farm Drain Transformation and Farm Impact Reduction
Project for all Fonterra farms (9) using an innovative
GMP/Targets alignment approach

X

X

X

X

X

Yarrs Lagoon Restoration Project in partnership with
Selwyn District Council

X

X

Yarrs Flat Restoration Project in partnership with the
Department of Conservation

X

X

Snake Creek Restoration Project in partnership with Fish
and Game NZ

X

X

X

Catchment-Wide Water Network (springs, wetlands, drains,
waterways) Reconnection and Enhancement Programme

X

X

X

OUR STRATEGIC PARTNERS
Te Taumutu Rūnanga | Selwyn District Council
University of Canterbury

X
X

OUR TARGETS
| Under development |

X
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 4

SUBJECT MATTER:
Zone Facilitator’s Report

REPORT BY: Ian Whitehouse, Environment
Canterbury

DATE OF MEETING: 01 August 2017

Action required
1. Committee members provide feedback on the second and third of the Selwyn Te Waihora
seminars at Lincoln University and note the schedule for the remaining seminars;
2. Note the schedule for refreshing zone committee community membership in OctoberNovember;
3. Note the community meeting on Selwyn Water on 10 August.
1 Selwyn Te Waihora seminar series at Lincoln University
Seven seminars at Lincoln University are being hosted by the Selwyn Waihora Zone Committee and
moderated by Sue Jarvis (Lincoln University). Each seminar is being provided twice – once at lunchtime
(midday to 12.50pm) and once in the evening (7.30 – 9.00pm). Evening seminars are videoed and can
be seen at Environment Canterbury’s YouTube site.
Dr Tim Davie (Chief Scientist, Environment Canterbury) provided the second seminars on Thursday 6
July 2017. About 80 people attended the lunchtime seminar and about 75 were at the evening
seminar.
Dr Melissa Robson (Landcare Research) provided the third seminars on Thursday 20 July 2017. About
60 people attended the lunchtime seminar and about 130 were at the evening seminar. The evening
seminar was preceded by the Lincoln University State of the Environment address by Sir Peter
Gluckman and some of the people attending this stayed for the Selwyn Te Waihora seminar.
The schedule of presenters and topics for the remaining seminars is provided below.
A booklet has been prepared to support the seminar series. This provides an overview of water and
land issues in the Selwyn Te Waihora catchment including how the issues have come about and what
is being done to address them. Copies of the booklet were provided to people attending the third
seminars (20 July). Copies of the booklet will be provided at the 01 August zone committee meeting.
Dates, topics and presenters
Date

Topic

Presenter

4

03 August

Te
Ellesmere

5
6

17 August
31 August

CPW (Central Plains Water)
Farming to limits in Selwyn

7

14
September

A first step: what more
needs to be done?

Waihora/Lake

Tim Davie (ECan) and David
Perenara-O’Connell (Taumutu
Rūnanga)
Susan Goodfellow (CPW)
Ron Pellow (South Island Dairy
Development Centre) and David
Birkett (Foundation for Arable
Research)
Panel discussion

Lincoln University venue
lunchtime
evening
D6
S1

D6
D6

S1
S1

D6

S1
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2 Zone Committee refreshment (community members)
In October zone committees will call for applications from interested community members. This is
part of the refresh process that enables some community members to be replaced or reappointed
each year. The Selwyn Waihora community members whose terms end at the end of 2017 are Allen
Lim, Ron Pellow, Bill Lambie and Hayley Moynihan. They are able, should they wish, to put themselves
forward for a further term on the zone committee. There is no limit on the number of consecutive
terms a member may serve.
Refresh Process
To be eligible for appointment to a zone committee, a community candidate must either live in or
have a significant relationship with the zone. Appointments take into account the balance of
interests, the geographical spread and ability of applicants to work in a collaborative, consensusseeking manner.
Recommendations on appointments of community members are made by representatives of the
partners to the CWMS (Environment Canterbury, local Territorial Authority(s) and local rūnanga) with
decisions made by respective councils in formal council meetings.
Timetable
August/September Advertising and recruitment; applications open
9 October

Applications close

Mid October – 10 Selection workshops
November
13 November

Candidates informally advised; agenda papers sent to councils

December

Appointments made by councils

31 December

Existing members appointments expire

1 January 2018

New members/reappointed members terms begin

3 Questions from Paul Hodgson to Zone Committee
Paul Hodgson tabled 11 questions he wanted answers for at the June zone committee meeting. I have
been co-ordinating answers to these questions and while progress is being made the answers are not
yet complete or finalised. I have focussed on organising the seminar series and providing content for
the booklet.
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4 Community meeting on Selwyn Water
Some of the people who came and expressed their concerns to the zone committee at the May
meeting have organised a community meeting on Selwyn Water – see below.

