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The water quality challenge
The map shows that nearly quarter of Canterbury’s fresh water quality is unacceptable and almost another half is at risk.
Much is already being done, and much more can still be done, to improve water quality in both urban and rural areas.
Actions to improve water quality in Canterbury include:
▪

Setting limits for nutrient levels in fresh
water to protect the environment

▪

Introducing rules and regulations based
on community expectations

▪

Enhancing biodiversity and ecosystems,
focusing strongly on water quality

▪

Simplifying the rules to make it easier to decide whether
resource consent will be needed for an activity

▪

Driving improved practices on farm

▪

Working with communities on innovative solutions
for our fresh water issues.
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The Nutrient Management and
Waitaki plan change
The Nutrient Management and Waitaki plan
change (Plan Change 5 to the Canterbury Land &
Water Regional Plan) sets industry agreed “good
management practice” as the minimum standard
for all farming activities in Canterbury. >>

Improved farming practices the focus
The Nutrient Management and Waitaki Plan Change sets industry agreed “good management
Industry-agreed
practice” as the minimum standard for all farming activities on properties larger than 10
Good Management Prac
relating to water qual tices
ity
hectares in area.
Many primary industry sector organisations have been working together to describe what good
management practices look like for different farming types – go to www.ecan.govt.nz/mgm-gmp
for details.
Implementation of good management practices responds to community expectations, and will
help achieve better water quality outcomes.
Every farmer is encouraged, and often required by the rules, to do an assessment of the
environmental impacts of their farming activities.
A farm environment plan is a valuable tool for doing this. Farmers can use their farm environment plan to work out
what they can do to help improve water quality – for example, fencing and planting beside waterways and drains
may reduce the amount of pollutants going into them.
Developing a farm environment plan can also help farmers identify where they may make improvements to their
on-farm systems. For example, by using smarter irrigation and other high-tech solutions, they can apply water only
where and when it is needed.
Farmers can work with their advisors, industry groups and Environment Canterbury to develop a farm environment
plan or use a suitable template.
18 September 2015

The Farm Portal
Environment Canterbury has developed a Farm Portal
to provide easy access to nutrient management
information. The Nutrient Management and Waitaki
Plan Change requires farmers to register their farming
activities on this website.
The Farm Portal:
▪▪ Leads farmers through the new rule requirements
in a simple and comprehensible way so they
understand what they need to do
▪▪ Provides a report to help them get a resource
consent if they need one
▪▪ Gives farmers access to information about their
farm to help with better management of nutrients
(rainfall, soil type, “good management practices”,
expected nutrient leaching)
▪▪ Captures and provides information about nutrient
losses from farms to help inform community
discussions and planning processes.

Nutrient limits and rules matter
Good progress is being made throughout the region
towards setting and implementing environmental
limits for water quality and water quantity. Nutrient
limits and rules are a key tool for reducing the amount
of nutrients entering our waterways. Rules help us
manage the effects of land use and improve fresh
water quality. The Canterbury Land & Water Regional
Plan includes region-wide nutrient management rules
and also specific rules for different areas. Developing
specific nutrient limits and rules for local catchments
is an effective way to deliver water quality outcomes
established by local communities.
For more information on the Land & Water Regional
Plan, including the Nutrient Management and Waitaki
Plan Change, go to www.ecan.govt.nz and search on
“Plans and Strategies”.
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In the Waitaki catchments, the Upper and Lower Waitaki zone
committees have developed a package of recommendations to
deliver the local community’s aspirations for water quality.

LAKE
COLERIDGE

Key water quality outcomes were identified for each zone.
In the Upper Waitaki zone, these included:
▪▪ Enabling/allowing for sustainable development
in appropriate areas
▪▪ Maintaining the water quality of the large lakes

LAKE
TEKAPO

▪▪ Maintaining the ecosystem health of streams
▪▪ Continuing to deliver high-quality water
to the Waitaki River.

LAKE
PUKAKI
PUKAKI

In the Lower Waitaki zone, outcomes included:
▪▪ Enabling / allowing for sustainable
development in appropriate areas

Rangitata

LAKE
OHAU

▪▪ Maintaining water quality in the
Waitaki mainstem and tributaries

TIMARU

▪▪ Protecting sensitive springs
▪▪ Improving the water quality of
spring-fed streams.
For two years the zone committees worked with local
government, tangata whenua, the community, industry
and key stakeholders on recommendations to achieve
these outcomes, and to implement the Canterbury
Water Management Strategy in the Waitaki sub-region.
Recommendations to achieve these outcomes included
both "on the ground" actions and water quality limits.
Some of these on the ground actions are already being
progressed. For example, the Lower Waitaki Zone
Committee is focused on implementing a monitoring
programme to better understand the surface and
groundwater hydrology of the Greater Waitaki area.
A “Love your Lakes” public information campaign
is underway in Upper Waitaki to ask people to take
responsibility for water quality by using toilet facilities
and taking rubbish with them.

Waitaki

Nutrient Management and Waitaki Plan Change
The sub-region section of the Plan Change requires farming
and other activities to do a number of things to improve
water quality. >>

The Nutrient Management and Waitaki Plan Change
The Waitaki sub-region section of the Plan Change requires farming activities,
aquaculture, industrial activities and community wastewater to:
▪▪ Comply with nitrogen load limits
▪▪ Minimise nutrient loss through the implementation of “good management practice”
▪▪ Register with the Farm Portal.

Improved farming practices the focus
The Nutrient Management and Waitaki Plan Change sets industry agreed “good management
practice” as the minimum standard for all farming activities on properties larger than 10
hectares in area.
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relating to water qual tices
ity
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Many primary industry sector organisations have been working together to describe what good
management practices look like for different farming types – go to www.ecan.govt.nz/mgm-gmp
for details.
Implementation of good management practices responds to community expectations, and will
help achieve better water quality outcomes.
Every farmer is encouraged, and often required by the rules, to do an assessment of the environmental impacts of their
farming activities.
A farm environment plan is a valuable tool for doing this. Farmers can use their farm environment plan to work out what
they can do to help improve water quality – for example, fencing and planting beside waterways and drains may reduce the
amount of pollutants going into them.
Developing a farm environment plan can also help farmers identify where they may make improvements to their on-farm
systems. For example, by using smarter irrigation and other high-tech solutions, they can apply water only where and
when it is needed.
Farmers can work with their advisors, industry groups and Environment Canterbury to develop a farm environment plan
or use a suitable template.

The Farm Portal
Environment Canterbury has developed a Farm Portal to provide easy access to nutrient management information. The
Nutrient Management and Waitaki Plan Change requires farmers to register their farming activities on this website.
The Farm Portal:
▪▪ Leads farmers through the new rule requirements in a simple and comprehensible way so they understand what
they need to do
▪▪ Provides a report to help them get a resource consent if they need one
▪▪ Gives farmers access to information about their farm to help with better management of nutrients (rainfall, soil
type, “good management practices”, expected nutrient leaching)
▪▪ Captures and provides information about nutrient losses from farms to help inform community discussions and
planning processes.
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