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Background
This document is chapter two of the
Waimakariri River Regional Park Management
Plan. The plan is being prepared in stages
and each of these relates to a geographical
location within the park. The chapters can
be read independently but will eventually,
along with the technical appendices, form the
completed plan.

Park Stages

The Plan will cover nine geographical areas
reflecting a similarity in use and management
requirements. Of these nine locations, there
are four main stages identified for major
development. Areas of the park falling
outside these four main stages will remain
relatively unchanged but will be covered by
regional park signage and management.
The four main stages identified for major
development are McLeans Forest (McLeans
Island), the north bank between the Kaiapoi
River and Madeleys Road (Kaiapoi Island),
the south bank between Otukaikino Stream
and McLeans Island and Brooklands Lagoon
to Otukaikino Stream.

Key
Stage 1 Mcleans Island

2006

Stage 2 Kaiapoi Island

2007

Stage 3 Otukaikino to McLeans Is

2010

Stage 4 Brooklands to Otukaikino Stream 2012
Wilderness Areas to be included by
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2012
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Kaiapoi Island
Introduction
This section of the Waimakariri River Regional Park has been named Kaiapoi
Island. The name has historical significance and also links the north bank of the
Regional Park with McLeans, Templars and Coutts Islands, which form part of the
south bank of the park.
Kaiapoi Island caters for a diverse range of recreation opportunities with most
of the activities currently concentrated primarily around the Motorway and Main
North Road bridges. The section has two public vehicle access points, located
at Taylors Road and Wrights Road. There is also a significant walking and cycle
access from Raven Quay Kaiapoi.
Currently there is limited use of the Taylors Road and Raven Quay entrances.
However the Wrights Road entrance to Kaiapoi Island is the most popular entry
point to the north bank of the Waimakariri River. It is also the primary access point
on the north side of the river for shingle extraction vehicles. The entrance is highly
industrial in appearance and there is significant conflict between user groups.
This has led to an under valuing of the river environment and a range of anti social
behaviour by some river visitors.
The development of Kaiapoi Island will reduce much of the conflict in this area
and increase the recreation and environmental value, thereby enhancing the
visitor’s experience.
Kaiapoi Island will continue to be a destination point for a wide range of recreation
visitors and this chapter illustrates how Kaiapoi Island will be developed and
managed to achieve this.

Cam Road, Kaiapoi 1945 - Environment Canterbury Archives

Location
The Kaiapoi Island section of the Waimakariri River Regional Park is situated on
the true left or north side of the Waimakariri River from Madeleys Road Clarkville
downstream to the confluence of the Kaiapoi River, then upstream along the
Kaiapoi River to the Raven Quay Maori Dam. The area is approximately 8.5km in
length and covers approximately 240ha.
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The section contains the following land parcels or part thereof.

Valuation Number

Lot Number

2173002000

PT RS 36615, PT RS 17118, PT RS 391, PT RS 13621, PT RS 36616, PT RS 8495, PT RS 368A, PT RS 7886, PT RS 39265, PT RS 1360,
PT RS 669, RES 4553, PT LOT 1 DP 9273, PT LOT 2 DP 9273, PT LOT 3 DP 9273, LOT 4 DP 9273, PT RS 37194

2173003001

PT LOT 1 DP 9645, PT LOT 1 DP 9659

2173013800

PT RS 479, PT RS 2380, RS 466, RS 850, PT LOT 1 DP 58310

2173014000

LOT 1 DP 8490, LOT 2 DP 8490, LOT 3 DP 8490, PT RS 2809, PT RS 820, RS 6630, RS 3881, PT RS 3870, PT RS 925, RS 4907, RS
16700, PT RS 4237, LOT 1 DP 8927, RS 4934, PT RS 2413, PT RS 4499
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History
Prior to European settlement, the Waimakariri River was an unconstrained braided river which had split into
two main channels in the lower reaches forming a number of islands about 8 kilometres from the coast.
The largest island was approximately 11 kilometres long by 6 ½ kilometres wide and covered some
2800 hectares. It was covered by a mixture of dry land and wetland/swamp vegetation. In the higher areas
the predominant species included kanuka, tussock, speargrass and sub alpine shrubs and herbs. In the
wetland/swamp areas of the island, the species included raupo, harakeke (flax), cabbage tree and sedges.

Te Rakai a Hewa
As relayed by John Crofts, (Tuahuriri) and Manawaroa Maurice Gray, (Tuahuriri) July 2007.
Maori called the island Te Rakai a Hewa ‘the adornment of the deluded one’. The island was an important
site, both spiritually and as an education facility due to the nearby settlements and school for learning.
Te Tupapaku, now known as Courtenay stream, ran through the island. Here local Maori laid their dead with
the ona upoko (head) staked to the bank and the tupapaku (body of the deceased) in the water. The eels
living in the stream then stripped the flesh from the body. The biggest of these eels were kaitiaki taniwha
or guardians of the spirits and were known as mairehe. The bones were later gathered and buried in sand
dunes or caves.
The island also acted as a type of outdoor education centre and a link to the natural habitats where
traditional practices like eeling, and harvesting of harakeke were taught along with practical life skills like
fording the river. The dichotomy, of teaching the living and the interment of the bodies, also helped students
get in tune with the spiritual world and the energy of the river.
On the southern side of the Waimakariri, Maori created a maze of paths through Te Harakeke, a vast area of
harakeke running from near the present day Stewarts Gully to Otukaikino. This confused intruders and took
foot travellers away from the island.

Eeling in the Cam Creek Kaiapoi, Charles Haubroe sketch 1855 - Image courtesy Canterbury Museum

The island was also the start of the journey along the Waimakariri to the West Coast and an end point for the
dead; “when the frond of a fern dies another opens”.
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Areas of the island were very fertile and so it attracted some of the regions earliest land purchasers who
grew a range of crops including potatoes, wheat and oats.
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Floods cut a new course down Stewart’s Gully in about 1880. In 1922 the Waimakariri River Protection Act
was passed enabling the Waimakariri River Trust to undertake more comprehensive works. Wright’s Cut
named after the family whose property it runs through, was dug under employment schemes during the
depression, thereby completing the present-day single channel route to the sea.
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The island and township were subject to regular flooding and as a result a new channel was excavated in
1868 in order to reduce the flood potential. This resulted in the north branch being reduced to a stream, now
known as Silverstream, and the present day Kaiapoi River.
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As the settlement grew, the town and the island became known by the areas Kai Tahu name, Kaiapoi, after
the pa located nearby at the present day Woodend. Kaiapoi was officially proclaimed a town in 1857.

Today, the lower reaches of the Waimakariri River are highly modified and bear little resemblance to how it
looked 150 years ago. The present day Clarkville marks the centre of the former Island.
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In the early 1850’s European settlers were moving into North Canterbury. The proposed settlement of
Gladstone was established on the islands north east corner and in 1854 a pastoral lease of 5000 acres
of the island was taken up by William Smiths, a Gladstone settler. The lease was transferred almost
immediately to George Day, Captain of the ‘Flirt’, a well known vessel that plied the river in the early 1850’s.
The island then became known as “Day’s run”.
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Source: Nelson’s report on the Waimakariri River, 1928
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Biodiversity

Anti Social Activities

At first glance the Kaiapoi Island section of the Waimakariri River Regional Park
appears to be a highly modified semi-wilderness area, a braided river that has
been confined within stopbanks and exotic flood protection plantings. However,
a closer look reveals that the river has retained a number of important landscape
features and indigenous biodiversity.

Most of the park visitors within this section of the river coexist with little or no
impact upon each other and the river environment. However a number of activities,
almost all motor vehicle related, cause considerable conflict and damage.

Between the stop banks the river is still braiding as a result of frequent spring
floods exposing greywacke shingle islands and banks. These bare shingle areas
are important breeding grounds for a number of iconic river birds, amongst
them the threatened black-fronted tern and the vulnerable wrybill, Caspian tern,
black-billed gull, banded dotterel and white-fronted tern. These and several
other braided river birds can be seen frequently during the breeding season.
The riparian forest is more reminiscent of a northern hemisphere river
environment. However, it shelters indigenous plant community remnants under
its canopy, which have either regenerated or persisted in back swamps or along
stream margins. These plant communities are partly testimony of healthy seed
sources in the foothills. They constitute nuclei for the rehabilitation of habitat for
indigenous biodiversity.
Swamps and streams are still habitat for indigenous wetland birds, such as
bittern and marsh crake and for fish and invertebrates. The different habitats
are connected by an almost continuous corridor of exotic deciduous trees,
which assists the migration of the more common indigenous seed dispersing
bush birds. These birds have been helping to accelerate the regeneration of
indigenous plant communities.

Recreation
Kaiapoi Island has been home to an extensive range of water and land based
recreation and leisure activities for many decades. The majority of these
recreation interests are casual although water based activities including jet
boating and kayaking are organised by clubs which run regular events in or from
this area.
The riverbank from the confluence of the Kaiapoi River upstream to the
motorway bridge provides anglers and whitebaiters with numerous ‘fishing
spots’ during the respective seasons, although access is difficult for people with
limited mobility.
In summer the area between the bridges is used extensively for swimming and
picnicking as people make use of the long hot evenings. Land based activities
include walking, mountain biking, trail biking, horse riding, and off road driving.
Many people use Kaiapoi Island simply to experience the semi wilderness
setting as the riverside scenery provides an appealing backdrop for leisure
activities. Kaiapoi Island continues to experience increasing pressures as more
people are drawn to this unique recreation venue.
Off road driving and horse riding will no longer be permitted at Kaiapoi Island.
These activities conflict with other park users and also have a significant impact
upon the environment. Specific single use areas will be set aside for these
activities in other sections of the river.

Waimakariri River Regional Park

Many of the people engaged in these vehicle activities see them as a genuine
recreation pursuit and are oblivious or indifferent to the conflict caused to other
visitors, the environment and essential river protection infrastructure.
These activities, combined with the frequent litter and vehicle dumping, place
a great burden on the park resources and day to day management. This plan
addresses these issues.

25 Year Vision
Kaiapoi Island will remain the most popular access point to the
lower reaches of the Waimakariri River Regional Park.
The section will be highly valued and this will be reflected by both
the number of visitors to the area and community participation in
rivercare projects.
Recreation, leisure and education opportunities provide a means
of assisting people to appreciate the natural environment and
these will be the primary reasons that people visit.
Kaiapoi Island will be a tourist destination providing visitors with
a unique semi-wilderness experience. The area will also form an
integral part of the coastal and mountain cycleway / walkway
trails which link the adjoining Te Kohaka o Tuhaitara, Christchurch
City Council and Department of Conservation lands.
There will be commercial recreation and leisure operators at
Kaiapoi Island and the adjacent industrial areas could likely
accommodate commercial operations which support the many
activities occurring within this section of the park.
Kaiapoi Island will be well forested with establishing indigenous
plants, linking the self sustaining core habitat areas at Baynons
and Poynters. A wide range of native forest birds will utilise the
river as a passageway from the foothills and mountains to the
Pegasus Bay foreshore and Banks Peninsula forests. The forest
and waterways will also support a diverse range of indigenous
animals including fish, lizards and invertebrates.
Flooding, minimum water flows, water quality and residential
development in Kaiapoi, Clarkville and North-east Christchurch
are likely to have the most impact upon Kaiapoi Island.

Kaiapoi Island Chapter 2
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Concept Development Plans

Lookout and
interpretation signage
Kaiapoi River
Raven Quay pedestrian/cycle
access point

Install bridge
over tidal stream
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RIPARIAN FOREST HABITAT
Remove weed species and
underplant with indigenous
species to enhance riparian
core habitat

Kaiapoi Island offers visitors a wide range of recreation and wilderness
settings. In order to provide visitors with the opportunity to have a positive,
conflict free experience, the section has been divided into three distinct
destinations, Poynter Nature Reserve, Wright’s Cut and the Day’s Run.
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Naturalise drain and install
cycle/walkway to bridge

Each destination has its own vision, concept plan, design aims and
activity schedule. This will ensure the delivery of a wide range of outdoor
experiences while maintaining the river protection infrastructure and
enhancing the river biodiversity.
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POYNTER NATURE RESERVE

Map Area 1 – Poynter Nature Reserve
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Area 1 – Poynter Nature Reserve
Introduction

Design Aims

Biodiversity

The Poynter Nature Reserve, named after a retired river engineer, runs from the
Raven Quay walking/cycling entrance along the Kaiapoi River and upstream on
the Waimakariri River to the Main North Road railway bridge. This section of the
park has traditionally been used for fishing, whitebaiting and walking. It has a
number of ecosystems. Apart from the nature walk section near the confluence of
the Kaiapoi River, little development or maintenance has been carried out in this
area. The area is subject to a significant amount of undesirable activity including
rubbish dumping, speeding and inappropriate motor vehicle use.

The design aims for the Poynter Nature Reserve are:

The main biodiversity features of the Poynter Nature Reserve section of Kaiapoi
Island are associated with the riparian corridor along the tidal section of the
Kaiapoi River, Poynter Nature Walk, Monopoli’s Pond, Anglers Causeway and
Jury’s Wetland.

Vision
A riparian forest, open grassland and wetland network
interspersed with recreation opportunities that
compliment the natural and peaceful setting.

• To develop a quiet river setting that will encourage extended stay activities and
community ownership
• To encourage interaction with the area’s natural features
• To ensure that recreation opportunities are consistent with the protection of the
natural setting
• To strengthen the Poynter Nature Walk riparian forest core habitat and
enhance the existing wetlands and ecological corridor to connect the river
habitat network
• To enhance education and interpretation opportunities

Key Design Features
The key design features of the concept development plan include:

Existing Issues
The main issues to be addressed in the concept development plan include:
• Undesirable activities including rubbish dumping, speeding and inappropriate
motor vehicle use

• A welcoming walking/cycle entrance at Raven Quay Kaiapoi
• Signage and interpretation
• Enhanced cycle and walking access
• The naturalisation of the open drain and installation of a walking/cycle bridge
• Enhancement of the core riparian forest habitat area and ecological corridor

• Lack of facilities including toilets, information and activity areas

• Enhanced parking and access to the Poynter Nature Walk

• Limited river access for visitors with mobility issues

• A boardwalk over the Poynter Nature Walk tidal stream to link with the lookout
at the confluence of the Kaiapoi River

• Weed infestation

• Enhancement of the lower river bird breeding islands
• Restoration of the open space picnic areas
• Enhancement of Monopoli’s Pond for coarse fishing and cultural harvest of
raupo and harakeke.
• Closure of the western end of the Anglers Causeway to motor vehicles
• A small jetty downstream of the rail bridge
• The naturalisation of Jury’s open drain
• Narrowing of the roadways
• Bollard and cable fencing to manage vehicle access and car parking
• Public toilet facilities

Page 10
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The first kilometre upstream from the mouth of the tranquil tidal section of the
Kaiapoi River has been identified as a whitebait spawning area which could be
enhanced by suitable riparian plantings, preferably 20 metres wide, such as flax
(Phormium tenax), cutty grass (Carex geminata), spike rush (Eleocharis acuta),
toetoe (Cortaderia richardii), NZ umbrella sedge (Cyperus ustulatus), and wiwi
(Juncus gregiflorus).
The Poynter Nature Walk loop track provides alternative routes through diverse
habitats from tidal channels and swamps to dryer areas along the Waimakariri
riverbank. The track passes through a mixture of willow and planted native trees.
Some of the planted trees are now old enough to provide a native sub-canopy
under the flood protection plantings of willow trees. Kingfisher, shining cuckoo
and to a lesser extent bellbird may be heard or seen in the trees. Over the next
decade the existing plantings will be supplemented by a patchwork of indigenous
plant communities to elevate the Poynter Nature Walk area to a riparian
forest biodiversity island, which is big enough to include core habitat for more
sensitive species.
Monopoli’s Pond, was originally a loop of the Waimakariri River. It is now a
wetland with a dense raupo reed bed and a fringe of mainly crack and some grey
willow around it. The pond is very shallow and frequently dries out in summer.
There is an open area of water at the eastern end of the pond, which has been
kept clear of Raupo. Lagarosiphon is present in the pond, which poses the risk
of spread through flooding. The pond margin has some regeneration of spike
sedge (Eleocharis acuta), Carex coriaceae, and other unidentified sedges. Mana
Whenua have indicated interest in harvesting the raupo for traditional crafts
including the making of mokihi and hard poi.
The pond is also popular for its coarse fishery. Coarse fish were introduced to
establish a European fishing experience with Tench, Perch and the pest species
Rudd sharing the pond with native eels. Monopoli’s pond forms an important link
in the riparian corridor of the Waimakariri.
The Anglers Causeway, traditionally used by salmon anglers and whitebaiters is
lined with rock for flood protection and planted with willows. Some regeneration
of indigenous plants, such as tree tutu (Coriaria arborea) and karamu (Coprosma
robusta) is evident between the rocks. From the riverbank shags, oystercatchers,
ducks and pied stilts can be viewed roosting on shingle islands in the river.
Jury’s Wetland and drain is a fine example of remnant swamp, which used to be
part of the Waimakariri River bed, but the building of the northern stop bank has
cut this part of the river channel off. The swamp is spring fed and drains through
culverts under the stopbank into Jurys Drain and then into the Waimakariri
River. Jurys Wetland is dominated by an exotic canopy of mainly willows and
some eucalypt trees, as well as a substantial number of mature cabbage trees.

Under the tree canopy, regeneration of indigenous swamp kiokio (Blechnum
minus), Carex sedges, rushes, karamu (Coprosma robusta), and cabbage trees
(Cordyline australis) is prolific.
Future plant communities in this section of the park will be a reflection of typical
braided river environments. Riparian kahikatea and broadleaf forest will be a
dominant feature of Poynter Nature Reserve and Jury’s Wetland.
The increase in the proportion of indigenous plant communities and associated
indigenous animals will in turn create a unique local identity as a destination for
park visitors.

Activities
Category

Poynter Nature Reserve

Reason for Category

Allowed

Picniking

Preferred activity

White baiting

Preferred activity

Fishing

Preferred activity

Dogs under control (except Poynter Nature Walk Dogs on Leads)

Protection of birdlife, conflict with other park users

Portable gas bbq

Limited fire hazard, public safety

Cycling (except on Poynter Nature Walk)

Preferred activity

Coarse Fishing

Fish and Game licence required

Harakeke / Raupo harvesting

Cultural harvest agreement in place, permission required

Gamebird hunting

Restricted hours dawn – 9am, conflict with other users

Events

Concession required

Filming

Concession required

Commercial Operations

Concession required

Horse riding

Conflict with other park users, Protection of the environment

Camping or campervans overnight

Commercial operator nearby

Unregistered vehicles

Public safety, Protection of the environment

Lighting fires

Protection of the environment

Rabbit shooting

Rabbit control activities contracted out

Motor vehicles on the stop banks

Damage to flood protection infrastructure

Cycling on Poynter Nature Walk

Protection of the environment, conflict with other park users on Poynter Nature Walk

Recreation
The focus for recreation at Poynter Nature Reserve is on the nature walk, open
grassland and river margin activities.
The self guide trails in Poynter Nature Walk, an establishing riparian forest will
become a major destination for walking and education activities. Cycle and
walking tracks will link to upstream destinations and to areas outside the park
including the Kaiapoi Township.

Managed

Restricted

Access will be improved to the significant river and coarse fishing sites. The
riverbank will also offer great bird viewing sites to both downstream towards the
sea and across to the river to the adjacent braided islands.
Picnic settings will be developed along the open grass land area and this will
become popular meeting place for families and groups.

Waimakariri River Regional Park

Prohibited

Kaiapoi Island Chapter 2
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Map Area 2 – Wright’s Cut
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Area 2 – Wrights Cut
Introduction

Design Aims

Biodiversity

The Wright’s Cut entrance is the most popular site for accessing the north side
of the lower Waimakariri River. It runs from the Railway Bridge upstream for
approximately three kilometres.

The design aims for Wright’s Cut are:

The main biodiversity features of the Wright’s Cut section of Kaiapoi Island are
the exotic flood protection plantings. These plantings are an integral part of the
exotic forest cover, which acts as an ecological corridor to connect the core
ecological habitats.

This section of the park has traditionally been used for jet boating, whitebaiting,
fishing and swimming and is also used as an entrance point for accessing the
upstream and downstream sections of the north bank of the river. It has no
significant biodiversity sites although the stopbank protection planting supports
the river’s ecological corridor.
The small amount of development and maintenance carried out in this area has
been on the jet boat launching area and the upstream gravel truck track. The
area has an industrial look to it and as such has little public value other than as
an entrance point. It is subject to a significant amount of undesirable activity
including litter and vehicle dumping, reckless driving and damage to stop banks.
Additionally there is a great deal of conflict between user groups as there are many
incompatible activities vying for the same space e.g. swimmers and jet boaters.

• To establish an amenity parkland and facilities, which creates a sense of arrival
into a regional park environment
• To provide enhanced recreation opportunities

This corridor will be enhanced with native plantings over the next decade.

• To reduce the effects of motor vehicles on the environment, facilities and
river users
• To separate shingle extraction vehicles from other river users
• To provide appropriate signage and interpretation
• To provide ease of access to the recreation opportunities that exist in this area
and downstream to Poynter Nature Reserve
• To establish indigenous plantings to enhance the river’s ecological corridor.

Vision

Key Design Features

A well organised amenity parkland and main entry point
to the recreation opportunities offered on the north bank
of the lower Waimakariri River reaches.

The key design features of the concept development plan include:
• A welcoming main entrance from Wright’s Road, which includes night gates
• Signage and interpretation

The focus for recreation at Wright’s Cut is on water based and river margin
activities. The section has two large river fans, one between the bridges and the
other approximately 1.5km upstream from this. The concept plan identifies one
access point onto and off each fan for vehicle access up to the river edge. Off
road driving on these fans will be stopped, allowing easy conflict free access to
the water edge for swimmers, anglers, whitebaiters and kayakers. It is proposed
to establish swimming holes on the upstream fan to provide a safer area out of
the main river channel.
Immediately above the motorway bridge, the launching ramp and surrounds
will continue to provide for both casual and organised jetboat activity with the
minimum of conflict to other users.
Picnic settings will be developed at regular intervals adjacent to the rivers rock
armour and riparian plantings.

• Provision for a Ranger-Information kiosk

Existing Issues

Recreation

The central grass area between the bridges will act as a start/finish point
for cyclists and walkers using the many looped tracks to upstream and
downstream destinations.

• Public toilets
• Amenity planting to enhance the parkland setting
• Narrowing of the roadways

The main issues to be addressed in the concept development plan include:
• Dust generated by vehicle movement

• A new upstream destination link road
• Upgrading of the jetboat car park surrounds

• Conflict between gravel extraction trucks and visitor vehicles

• Increased river access upstream of the jet boat ramp with beached areas
created for swimming and picnicking

• Vehicle speed and movement

• Closure of the western end of the boat ramp access track to motor vehicles

• Off road motorcycle use of the upstream haul road

• Bollard and cable fencing to manage vehicle access and car parking

• Lack of facilities

• Looped walking and cycle tracks

• The industrial appearance of the area

• Establishing indigenous plantings and enhancing the ecological corridor

• Litter and vehicle dumping
• Vehicle damage to the stopbanks

Waimakariri River Regional Park
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Activities
Category

Wright’s Cut

Reason for Category

Allowed

Picnicking

Preferred activity

Kayaking downstream of the motorway bridge

Preferred activity

Jet boating upstream of the motorway bridge

Preferred activity

Cycling

Preferred activity

Dogs under control

Protection of birdlife, conflict with other park users

Portable gas bbq

Limited fire hazard, public safety

Swimming between bridges

Preferred activity

Events

Concession required

Filming

Concession required

Commercial Operations

Concession required

Horse riding

Conflict with other park users, protection of the environment

Swimming at and upstream of the motorway bridge for 500m

Conflict with jet boating, swimmer safety

Camping or campervans overnight

Commercial operator nearby, area locked at night

Unregistered vehicles

Public safety, protection of the environment, public roads

Hunting

Conflict with other park users

Lighting fires

Protection of the environment

Jet boating downstream of the motorway bridge above 5kph

Conflict with other on-river users

Motor vehicles on the stopbanks

Damage to flood protection infrastructure

Restricted

Prohibited
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Map Area 3 – Days Run
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Photo courtesy Andrew Crossland
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Area 3 – Days Run
Introduction

Design Aims

Biodiversity

The Day’s Run section of Kaiapoi Island is located along the southern edge of
the Clarkville community. The main entrance point is from Wrights Road however
there is limited access from Taylors Road, an unsealed rural road. This section
has traditionally been used for off-road motorcycling, off road driving and ATV’s.
There are a number of access points to the river from the upstream shingle
extraction vehicle track in and above this section. The main biodiversity site is the
spring fed Smiths Stream.

The design aims for Day’s Run are:

Smiths Stream is a small spring fed stream with very clear water. A small swamp
also acts as a source for it. Native remnant wetland vegetation, such as rushes,
sedges and some woody under-storey plants make this wetland a valuable
nucleus for the regeneration of indigenous plant communities.

The area is subject to a significant amount of undesirable activity including car
and litter dumping, reckless driving and damage to stop banks.

• To ensure that recreation opportunities outside the motorcycle area are
consistent with the protection of the natural setting

• To provide off-road motorcycle circuits which caters for a range of skill levels.
• To minimise conflict between competing rider skill levels
• To minimise conflict between motorcyclists and other vehicles.
• To minimise conflict with adjoining properties

• To provide walking and cycle access to the area

Vision
River, stream and wetland habitats that provide visitors
with a semi-wilderness experience and which surround
an open-space active, recreation destination.

• To enhance the Smiths Stream and existing ecological corridor to connect the
river habitat network.

Key Design Features
The key design features of the concept development plan include:
• The installation of night gates at the river end of Taylors Road
• Removal of stop bank access ramps between Taylors Road and Wrights Road

In the stream, native pondweeds as well as exotic submerged plants are prolific.
Trout can be seen and black flounders used to live in the stream. Freshwater
mussels and crayfish may live in the stream and if not may be introduced in the
future. ECan staff have been planting natives along the northern bank of Smiths
Stream for approximately ten years. These plantings will be supplemented to
shade the stream and improve the habitat conditions for native instream life.
The nearby Baynons wetland is another vital link in the chain of biodiversity
islands spaced at intervals along the riparian corridor of the Waimakariri River.
Extensive native plantings have been undertaken over several years resulting in
a diverse under storey under poplar and willow trees. The area is like Poynter
Biodiversity Island, big enough to provide core habitat for sensitive species once
the vegetation cover consists predominantly of indigenous plants. The distance to
the next core habitat area (Poynter Biodiversity Island) is approximately 5km, just
close enough to enable forest birds to bridge the distance and carry seeds into
other parts of the riparian corridor.
The increase in the proportion of indigenous plant communities and associated
indigenous animals including fish, invertebrates and lizards will in turn create a
unique local identity as a destination for park visitors.

• Public toilet facilities
• A well managed and safe trail bike park with defined tracks,

Existing Issues
The main issues to be addressed in the concept development plan include:
• Conflict between gravel extraction trucks, recreation vehicles and motorcycles.
• Conflict between different rider skill levels.
• Vehicle speed and movement
• Lack of facilities
• The industrial appearance of the area

• Car park areas and road realignment to go around the trail bike area
• Separate areas for family, beginner, intermediate and advanced riders
• Amenity planting to enhance the motorcycle area
• Appropriate signage and interpretation
• Narrowing of roadways
• Bollard and cable fencing to manage vehicle access and car parking
• Looped walking and cycle tracks
• Indigenous plantings to enhance the ecological corridor

• Vehicle damage to stopbanks, wooded areas and berms
• Litter and vehicle dumping
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Recreation
The focus for recreation at Day’s Run is on the large open grassland area and use
of the Smiths Stream. The existing trail bike area will be upgraded to cater for a
wide range of skills and user types, with an area set aside for family group use.
The Smiths Stream will be a highly desirable destination for walkers, mountain
bikers and picnickers. Cycle and walking tracks will link to downstream
destinations and to areas outside the park including the adjacent Clarkville
community. In the long term, tracks will extend upstream to the gorge bridge.
Picnic settings will be developed along Smiths Stream and this will become a
popular meeting place for families and groups. The riverbank offers great bird
viewing sites across to the adjacent river fan.

Activities
Category

Day’s Run

Reason for Category

Allowed

Unregistered motorcycles in designated area only

Preferred activity

Fishing

Preferred activity

Portable gas bbq

Limited fire hazard, public safety

Cycling

Preferred activity

Events

Concession required

Filming

Concession required

Tourism Operations

Concession required

Unregistered motorcycles outside designated area

Public safety, protection of the environment and flood protection structures

Horse riding

Conflict with motorcyclists, conflict with other park users, protection of
the environment

Dogs within the designated motorcycle area

Conflict with motorcyclists

Cycling within the designated motorcycle area

Conflict with motorcyclists

Camping or campervans overnight

Commercial operators nearby, gates locked at night

Unregistered cars

Public safety, environmental protection, public roads

Lighting fires

Protection of the environment

Motor vehicles on the stopbanks

Damage to flood protection infrastructure

Restricted

Prohibited

Pied Shag

Waimakariri River Regional Park
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