
As I understand the question she asked you last week it was the following: 

The current air plan makes the discharge of total suspended particulate of greater than 250 
mg/m3 a prohibited activity in the Christchurch Clean Air Zones 1 and 2. 

So why is it any worse under the rules under the proposed plan? 

Answer 

And on this very narrow point, she has a point.  As the PCARP proposes under Rule 7.15 that within 
Clean Air Zones (though note that this is now wider than just the Christchurch Clean Air Zones 1 and 
2 as under the current plan) the discharge of TSP at a concentration exceeding 250 mg/m3 is a non-
complying activity.  Note though that for those operators outside the Christchurch Clean Air Zones 1 
and 2 who would exceed 250 mg/m3 they go from a being a discretionary activity (Rule 
AQL27)  under the current plan to non-complying under PCARP. 

The real issue though is that under the Rule 7.18 any discharge of contaminants from a large scale 
fuel burning device (as defined by PCARP) within a Clean Air Zone which “will likely result in 
guideline values, set out in the Ambient Air Quality Guidelines 2002 Update being exceeded is a 
prohibited activity.”  As PCARP does not distinguish between localised effects of a discharge and 
effects on the ambient air quality of the airshed it is open to interpretation that in a polluted airshed 
(which Clean Air Zones must be by definition) any further discharge however small will likely result in 
the exceedance of the guideline values and therefore will be prohibited.  This is regardless of 
whether the 250 mg/m3 limit for TSP for a particular discharge is being exceeded or not. 

Also I would note that under the existing Plan: 
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This has not been carried over into PCARP so for those operators who have relied on this rule, they 
will need to apply for a resource consent when PCARP becomes operative.  The question then 
becomes as to whether or not the rules in PCARP will allow them to get one outside Clean Air Zones 
for the same reasons set out above.  (And note that Rule 7.17 makes discharges that will likely 
cause an exceedance of the guideline values a non-complying activity status.  A hard hurdle to 
jump.)




