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Hello Team

This email came in through our Customer Services email. Can you please workflow?

Nga mihi
Christine

Customer Services

------------------- Original Message ------------------From: McOscar Claire

Received: 10/04/2015 2:00 p.m.
To: ECInfo; Environment Canterbury; Services Customer; Services Customer
Cc: Canterbury Employers Chamber of Commerce; leeannw@cecc.org.nz; McOscar Claire; McOscar
Claire; Townsend Peter; Townsend Peter Ramsay
Subject: CECC Submission on ECan Long Term Plan 2015-2025

Please find attached the Canterbury Employers' Chamber of Commerce submission on
Environment Canterbury's LongTerm Plan 2015-2025.

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission.

Kind Regards

Claire McOscar

Executive Assistant to Chief Executive and General Manager
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Prepared by Peter Townsend
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As the region's largest business support agency, the Canterbury Employers' Chamber of Commerce (CECC) has
a responsibility to advance business capability and to ensure that businesses operate in a supportive
environment. We therefore are very pleased to provide input into the Environment Canterbury (ECan)
consultation document covering the Long Term Plan 2015-2025.

We are very pleased with the positive and constructive relationship we enjoy with ECan and applaud the
organisation for its markedly improved performance in recent years. We see continuous improvement and a
much clearer focus of activities with accountability that has not been the case in the past.

We look forward to continuing to work with ECan to achieve our common objectives - our sustainable
economic development without compromising standards of living or environmental sustainability. We
appreciate the clarity of the summaries in the consultation document and are pleased to respond in
accordance with the sequence of issues raised and the specific questions asked.

1. Better Water Management

The CECC has been involved since the early days of the development of the Canterbury Water
Management Strategy (CWMS) and we continue to have input, albeit from a distance. For the
information of ECan please find attached as Appendix 1 a summary of a workshop chaired by Peter
Townsend for the Canterbury Water Free Public Forum. We are sure the Commissioners and staff of
ECan will find this of great interest.

We agree with the sentiment expressed in the summary and that is that the CWMS is an
excellent mechanism to work towards optimal water outcomes in our region.
.

We agree with ECan's intent to encourage farmers to restrict their nutrient discharges onto land
and into waterways at agreed limits.

.

We maintain it is important to ensure that non-complying farms and industry are taken to task
within reasonable parameters and taken into account unexpected events.
We are certainly supportive of our farmers having a Farm Environmental Plan and closely
monitoring their environmental outcomes and actions. We see the increasing use of technology
on farms as being fundamental tothe achievement of this objective.
We are very supportive of the harvesting and farming of water in our region and in that context
agree that large irrigation and water storage schemes should operate within prescribed watertake parameters.
We applaud ECan for the work it is doing on promoting biodiversity which we believe is
fundamental to long term sustainable outcomes.
It makes good sense to target cost where it falls and to continue to invest in the delivery of the
CWMS.

2. Natural Habitats

There is a lot of work to be done to ensure that the remediation and maintenance of wetland and

riverbank programmes achieve an appropriate balance between land utilisation, biodiversity and
protecting water quality. We think that the resources that ECan intend to put into this area will be
money well spent in terms of ensuring the long term health and biodiversity of waterway corridors.
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3. Public and Land Transport

While we appreciate the need to grow and improve Christchurch bus passenger services and therefore
numbers, we caution ECan that there will always be a balance between efficient public transport and
the need to service private motorists. We are concerned, in particular, that in our central city an
appropriate balance is achieved between the provision of good public transport and adequate provision
of infrastructure for private motor vehicles for people working in or visiting the city.

We also believe that there can be more work done to ensure better coordination across our region and
across the South Island of integrated transport solutions. We are a small population in a big island and it
seems to usthat there are a multiplicity of plans at an urban and rural level that could be worked better
together.

3.1

Supporting the Christchurch Rebuild

We look forward to the delivery of the Lyttelton Port Recovery Plan which we expect will assist to
accelerate the processes for the rebuild and development of the Port, a vital part of our transport
infrastructure.

We are also very aware of the interdependencies between the rebuild of Christchurch and the health
and welfare of our city with the accelerated economic development of our region. Efficient transport
infrastructure will be a key component contributing to the achievement of mutually beneficial
outcomes.

4. Air Quality

We recognise that ECan has a responsibility to meet the Government's national environmental
standards for air quality within specific timeframes. We recognise that this is a big challenge and that it
will inevitably place significant burdens on some of those less able to afford to pay for it. We would
caution the Council to ensure that it operates in reasonable timeframes and we do support incentives
for those suffering under hardship to convert to cleaner forms of heating as long as that is based on
good science and a platform of pragmatism.

In relation to rural burn offs and stubble burning we recognise that this has been a standard practice in
farming for generations. We do believe that there are practical solutions to reduce the irritation effect
of outdoor burning, however we would not like to see this practice repressed unduly if it is accepted
that it is an appropriate farm management tool.

4.1

Industrial Air Pollution

We recognise that ECan has to deal effectively with air discharges from industry, however we caution
that there should not be over-reaction to inevitability some air pollution in some highly industrialised
areas, particularly when newcomers to those areas start making demands on existing industries to
unreasonably change their long-standing practices. Inevitably in industrial areas there will be emissions
and smells. Planning to have those industrial areas physically separated from more sensitive activities
makes good sense. Closing down industries because of emissions that may irritate newcomers does not.

5. Keeping Us Safe from Natural Hazards

We recognise the importance of assessing the risks and pre-determining the appropriate responses to
natural hazards. Obviously this is something we have recently lived through in Christchurch. We also
recognise that the city is potentially vulnerable to a major flood, particularly from our braided river
system and we appreciate the need to continue to maintain and develop adequate stop-banks. We are
very conscious of the potential of sea level change as a result of changing climates and recognise the
need to plan proactively in this regard.
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5.1

Pest Management

We know there are changes proposed in pest management, particularly the withdrawal of $1 million of
funding relating to possum control. We appreciate the intent to develop and introduce pest
management plans that will focus on prevention, early intervention and targeted control. We are
however aware that long established pests (rabbits, possums, and deer) can expand without adequate
controls in place.

6. Setting the Rules

We are strongly supportive of the continuing development of the CWMS. We believe that wherever
possible rules should be as simple and as clear as they can be. In that context we agree that if people
are breaking rules and are aware of that then a firm stance must be taken. However, we also agree that
education and well-informed information dissemination are equally as important tools to ensure that
people play and work within their boundaries.

CONCLUSION

We are very supportive of the direction that ECan intends to take over the next ten years. We recognise the

imminent changes in governance and support a transition phase of a partly appointed/partly elected Council.
We believe it is critical that ECan continue to make relevant and concise information available to all of its

constituents. In that context we recognise the role that the CECC plays as a key representative of business and
we have a strong desire to continue to work with ECan to ensure our community is well informed and can
operate in a supportive and sustainable environment.

We also applaud the interests that ECan is taking in working closely with the wider community to establish
appropriate parameters in a post CERA and post CDU environment.

Finally we are grateful for the work that has been led by ECan through the Mayoral Forum to establish a long
term strategy and aspiration for our region which we regard as a critical piece of work.

We thank you for the opportunity to make a submission and advise we do not wish to discuss our submission
in person.

Peter Townsend
Chief Executive

8 April 2015
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Appendix 1
Summary of "Canterbury Water Free Public Forum" Held on 18 March 2015

Canterbury Water - Are We Doing Enough?
Prepared by Peter Townsend
On 18 March I was privileged to chair a free public forum hosted by the Southern Environmental Trust and
supported by the Rotary Club of Christchurch South. The forum addressed the issue of the utilisation of water
in Canterbury and questioned whether or not we were doing enough to optimise the quality and quantity of
water available for various cultural, social, environmental and economic uses.

In short the report card came out with "good in some areas, but room for improvement".

Much of the

presentation revolved around the evolution of the Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS) which is a
new paradigm in water management in Canterbury and in fact right across New Zealand. The CWMS is working
and provides a cross-community intelligent approach to the achievement of desired outcomes and water
management. It has created new relationships, new thinking and new solutions driven from a crosscommunity perspective. The CWMS depends upon effective engagement with communities, it builds on
developing relationships with diverse interests across wide catchments.

There was consensus at the forum that we will reach an optimal solution for water utilisation in Canterbury,
not a perfect solution. That the optimal solution will be based on collaboration, respect and consensus. The old
days of a polarised debate are generally over. It is now much more about a consensual approach to the vital
issues and that approach is based on accurate data, accurate information, clear understanding and good
science.

Of course we do need to ensure that we take a reality check on the management tools that we are using to
measure our impacts on water and it is expected that those will change and be modified over time.
Importantly the forum agreed that the CWMS needs time to achieve desired outcomes. Of course there are
the tensions of dealing with increased economic activity and the need for improving and enhancing water
quality. There was wide agreement on the need to protect and enhance bio-diversity related to our water
catchments and general agreement that the Zone Committees who manage the various catchments in
Canterbury will be making judgement calls in the context of water management values.

There was also consensus on the importance of storage and the need to harvest and farm water in the foothills
of the Southern Alps to make that water available to recharge aquifers, provide water for irrigation, recharge
our low-land rivers, remediate some of the environmental damage done in Lake Te Waihora and ensure that
we continue to have potable water for human consumption.

The application of technology to farming and how that will impact on the optimal and efficient use of water
was highlighted. Farming systems that can far more accurately measure the demand for water on land and
ensure that we are involved in sustainable farming practices will be the way of the future. Of course the forum
was reminded that the urban dwellers of Canterbury have an impact on water consumption and are
responsible to ensure it is used optimally and sustainably.

There was consensus that the costs to agriculture in adopting better water management practices on the farm
are significant and that costs will need to be absorbed over time. Although dairying is a key water user in
Canterbury, all farming impacts on water usage and the agriculture sector generally needs to ensure that it is
playing its part in good water management.

In terms of measuring the impact of the CWMS it was agreed that the real outcome is the environmental
outcome that we in Canterbury can enjoy the abundant water that is available in the right place, in the right
condition, at the right time. Finally the forum agreed that water is a toanga (a treasure) that belongs to us all
and that we all have responsibility for. It was refreshing to see such an intelligent and mature debate on what
is such a critical issue for our region. It was also refreshing to sense the optimism there is in the pursuit of good
outcomes in Canterbury water management.

The Canterbury Water Free Public Forum was chaired by Peter Townsend, CEO of the Canterbury Employers' Chamber of
Commerce and involved presentation by Ken Hughey (Lincoln University), Pat McEvedy (Selwyn District Councillor), Claire
Mckay (farmer, North Canterbury) and Jay Graybill (Fish & Game Council). It was a free public forum hosted by the Southern
Environmental Trust and supported by the Rotary Club of Christchurch South.
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