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Your submission

Christchurch Youth Council exists to support a stronger youth voice in Christchurch and the
views represented in our submission are solely based on a consultation held with young
people, hosted by ECAN, involving some of our members. All ideas at that meeting were
placed in a ranking order, and we have endeavoured to keep such a prioritisation in this
submission. We have been granted permission to represent the group's views and are very
grateful to ECAN for the opportunity to participate in face-to-face consultation and for the
explanation of the Long Term Plan on a human level.

Natural habitats

On the matter of natural habitats, the consultation group believed that if life was to be valued,
these places should be protected; the thinking being that a healthy natural environment will
affect the wider community positively. On a physical level, people use them for exercise and on

a mental level, nature is good for our fundamental well being. An unhealthy environment is
really unpleasant to live in and not something to be proud of. Natural habitats can be set up to
make people more aware of how actions (such as littering and walking off directed paths)
affect biodiversity. Encouraging more diverse communities to participate in volunteer projects,
such as tree planting, benefits all.

New Zealand's biodiversity is too special to be put on the backburner, and particular emphasis

should be placed on considering variety of species in our flora/fauna, environmental culture
and history, and a respect for Maori values. Young people believe that this is key to continuing

the great work already going on to preserve natural habitats.

Key suggestions: Habitat corridors and bird islands could be developed to bring nature to
urban areas. When speaking about 'biodiversity' it would be good to specify whether to
enhance/protect/maintain, and have a percentage ratio of the 'ideal' biodiversity rate in urban
areas. Local authorities need to implement action in regards to protection of diversity, not just
'support' it.

Air Quality

First and foremost, the health of our people cannot be compromised: steps taken now to

reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions as well as local air pollution will change the future. It is a
difficult balance, but the climate change affects us all, and no one wants smog, yet the fires we
need to heat our homes pollute. In addition, heat pumps use electricity, which is no use in an

emergency, as we discovered in the earthquakes. Humans need oxygen to breathe, and the
fresh air of 'nature', not the fumes of cars and cities, will become harder and harder to find,

although we accept that New Zealand in general has better air quality than a lot of other
countries.

Key suggestions: The young people surveyed suggested the Parisian initiative of using road
space rationing (odd and even numbered days) as a partial solution to pollution problems in
urban spaces. The promotion of cleaner burning alternatives for fires and better insulation for
housing was also discussed.

Public Transport

Accessible public transport is still a massive issue for young people. Plans for busses and light
rail services in the region don't seem to be moving on and young people feel that the time for
talking is over and the time for implementing is now. Transport infrastructure is key as it
shapes the city and an increased focus on public transport will have a flow on effect on quality

of life: using the resources we pay for effectively, saving money in the process.

Public transport helps improve both air and the natural environment because of the overall

reduction in pollution and the linking of communities. It would be good to see more frequent
transport around ALL of Canterbury, not just the urban centres. In addition, the group felt that
more work could be done to change the public perception of bus travel.

Key suggestions: One idea of making transportation by car less convenient so that people
choose buses met with agreement in the consultation group. Fares could be charged by
distance not zone, and reduced costs on student fares (a reduced price card) would allow
greater access, freedom and movement for young people in their areas. Another idea
suggested by the group was to make the CBD potentially car-free and definitely more bikefriendly. If investment was directed more towards forms of cleaner transportation then the

positive effects of this roll on to other areas, such increasing the money available for other
other resources, because they will be clean.

Water Management

All members of the consultation group were agreed that clean water is a life force vital to all
ecosystems; we need water to live! Cooking, cleaning, general living and recreation (swimming
in particular), business (e.g. fishing) - the world revolves around pure water and without it life
would be very different. It was felt that rural polluting is beginning to be well-controlled but
urban waterway contaminant levels are still a big issue: for instance, the copper being used as
decoration on new buildings might look great but it was felt to be a big pollutant.

Key suggestions: clean up the urban waterways, clean up Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere. The
group accepted that Christchurch's system is already a lot further ahead than those in other
countries, but that more could be done to balance the management of water in the region.

Greater Christchurch Rebuild

The rebuild (as described in ECAN terms) dictates the future of Christchurch and although
other issues may be important, there must be huge significance placed on the right decisions
being made here. It is vital to incorporate resilience/risk management and its application in the
city, create self sufficiency in food networks, transport links and energy providers in the city so
that it can withstand man made disasters. Christchurch has the chance to be the coolest, most
sustainable city in the world and if the rebuild is messed up, it will affect all of the other
aspects of the area's recovery.

Opportunities abound for future generations in the city if things are handled with care. The
young people in the group were keenly aware that restoration needs to precede enhancement,
and that the rebuild itself is incredibly draining on other resources.

Key suggestions: rebuild in an eco-friendly manner, concentrate buildings, people and jobs in
the city. Stop the urban sprawl (from city and satellite towns), maintain good transport
networks to and from and also within the city, making it reliable, fast and cheap. In particular,
the group discussed the idea of transport links between Selwyn townships and Christchurch
alongside trains from Rolleston.
What do you want Environment
Canterbury to do?

Christchurch Youth Council would like Environment

Canterbury to consider the ideas of the young people
who were consulted as an integral part of the process for
the ECAN Long Term Plan.
If the plan is adopted, it would be great to know which
parts of our feedback were listened to and acted upon.

