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Introduction

Location

This section of Waimakariri River Regional Park is named
Baynons Brake after the Baynon family who were some of the
first European settlers to live and farm in the area. “Brake” can
describe a thicket or bushy area, so was a fitting title for this
section of the Regional Park.

The Baynons Brake section of the Waimakariri River Regional
Park is situated on the north bank of the Waimakariri River.
Baynons Brake is approximately five kilometres in length and
covers just under 95 hectares of river edge land between
Lorimas Road and Harrs Road.

Baynons Brake primarily caters for horse trail riding, but also
accommodates several other recreational activities including
walking, fishing and mountain bike riding.

Baynons Brake contains the following land parcels or part
there of:

The main access to Baynons Brake is via Baynons Road in
Clarkville, where people can access the public car and horse
float parking areas. There is a mountain bike link along the
stopbank from Baynons Road downstream to link in with the
Kaiapoi Island shared use trail, as well as horse and pedestrian
access at the upper end of the park off Harrs Road.
Prior to development, the area at the end of Baynons Road
attracted high levels of anti-social behaviour including littering
and arson. Baynons Brake was developed to help create positive
recreational opportunities, as well as enhance the significant
environmental value of the area.
This plan outlines how the continued development of Baynons
Brake will enhance the visitor experience and natural features
of the area in to the future. This plan forms chapter six of the
Environment Canterbury Regional Parks plans, and can be
read in conjunction with the other chapters1, to give an overall
management perspective of all Environment Canterbury
Regional Parks.

Valuation Number

Legal Description

2175047300

Pt Lot 1 DP 3259, Pt Lot 2 DP 3259,
Pt Lot 3 DP 3259

2528015201

Land Parcel 324983

2173088700

Pt RS 1516

2528015201

Land Parcel 357187

2528015201

Land Parcel 315730

2173088500A

Lt 1 DP 8927

Null

Part RES 710, Pt Lot 1 DP 5936, Pt RS
2413, Pt RS 2347, Pt RS 4352, Pt RS 2324,
Pt RS 4499, Pt RS 4934

The main access to Baynons Brake and the parking area is from
Baynons Road, which runs off Heywards Road in Clarkville.
However locals can also enter Baynons Brake via a horse stile
at the end of Madeleys Road, or at the top end of the park off
Harrs Road.

1 Chapter 1: McLeans Island
Chapter 2: Kaiapoi Island
Chapter 3: Templars Island
Chapter 4: Te Rauakaaka
Chapter 5: Lake Tekapo Regional Park
Chapter 6: Baynons Brake
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Getting to Baynons Brake

Activities
CATEGORY

ACTIVITY

REASONING

Permitted

Horse Riding

Preferred Activity

Fishing

Preferred Activity

Pedestrian access

Preferred Activity

Portable gas BBQ’s

Preferred Activity

Cycling

Cyclists are permitted to ride in the area but must not be on the
horse trail due to conflict with horse riders

Dog walking

Dogs must be under control at all times and comply with
Waimakariri District Council bylaws

Gamebird hunting

Conflict with other users

Restricted

Prohibited

Motor vehicles including trailbikes and ATV’s Conflict with other users, protection of the environment
Lighting Fires

Conflict with other users, protection of the environment

Camping

Protection of the environment

Chain Saws/Cutting of Trees

Protection of the environment
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Biodiversity/
Flora and Fauna
Baynons Brake is a modified river berm area, consisting
mainly of willow and poplar trees planted for flood protection
purposes. However hidden within Baynons Brake is a hotspot
of biodiversity known as Baynons Wetland. There are also
scattered native remnant plants throughout the park below the
exotic canopy, and enhancement plantings are on-going.
Baynons Wetland is a bulge in the otherwise narrow strip of
river berm, downstream from the main parking area. Baynons
Wetland is approximately 17 hectares of land that has retained
its wetland characteristics from before the modification of the
Waimakariri River channel. Native remnant wetland vegetation
remains with a mixture of native trees, shrubs, ferns and grasses
with some exotic canopy and invasive weed species like Old
Man’s Beard.

Long Term Vision
The 25 year vision for Baynons Wetland is to have largely
replaced the exotic canopy with native bushy shrub
species. This will be achieved by on-going planting of target
species including Lacebarks, Grisselinia, Lemonwoods and
Pittosporums. Establishment of these bushy shrub species will
help with the natural progression of native forest regeneration,
with the hope of leading on to a 60 to 100 year goal of having
large podocarps such as Kahikatea, Matai and other large
native tree species established as the canopy layer at Baynons
Wetland. Matai and Kahikatea are progressively being planted in
Baynons Wetland and tend to do better when succeeding bushy
shrubs in the regeneration process.

Currently within Baynons Wetland there are:
• Scattered native trees like Totara and Kahikatea,
• Shrubs such as five finger, kowhai, coprosma and wineberry,
• Several fern species,
• Grasses including cabbage trees, toetoe and harakeke/flax.

Cathy Price - Priceless Images
Restoration planting in Baynons Wetland.

Baynons Brake Management Plan

River protection Willow and Poplar trees within Baynons Brake.

4

History
Shaping the Waimakariri River
Prior to European settlement, the Waimakariri River was an
unconstrained braided river which split in to two main channels
in the lower reaches and formed a number of islands. The
largest river island was around 2800 hectares and by the mid
1800’s began to attract European settlers to utilise its fertile
soils for crop farming. This largest island was known as Kaiapoi
Island, and is today known as Clarkville.
Kaiapoi Island was first settled around 1858, with the land
being purchased primarily for farming. The main farming crops
were Potato and wheat, but cattle and sheep were also grazed
on some of the land. Many of the early European farmers
to settle the Clarkville area are remembered today in the
surrounding road names, including the Baynon Family who were
the first residents to settle on Baynons road. Other residents
remembered in today’s road names include the Heywards, the
Madeleys and the Clothiers.
Unfortunately these river islands were often subject to flooding
and the farms on Kaiapoi Island were frequently inundated with
water. Flooding from the Waimakariri River also caused concern
for the growing city of Christchurch. As early as 1859, engineers
had been developing systems and structures to protect
Christchurch and Kaiapoi township from the Waimakariri River
floods. Works in 1868 reduced the previous North branch of the
Waimakariri River to a stream, known today as Silverstream and
also created the present day Kaiapoi River.
In 1922 The Waimakariri River Trust was established and the
Waimakariri River Improvement Act was enacted. This Act vested

land on both sides of the river from the Waimakariri Gorge to the
sea in to the Trust’s management. The Trust was empowered to do
all such things which, in its opinion, were necessary to effectively
cope with the drainage and flooding within the Waimakariri River
Trust district. During the 1930’s, under employment schemes,
hundreds of men armed with shovels, picks and wheelbarrows,
built the initial stopbanks and groynes along the river.
By 1931 the works to straighten the Waimakariri River’s lower
reaches were completed. These works were carried out to
move shingle and floodwaters out to sea at a faster rate than
was occurring naturally with the rivers meandering form, and
created the present day single channel from the Motorway
Bridge to the sea.
The Waimakariri River Regional Park was created in 2005 to
work in conjunction with river protection works and manage
the high use berm areas between the stopbanks and the
river. River berms and stopbanks play vital roles in keeping
surrounding land and urban centres safe in flood events. Before
the park was created, much of the berm area and stopbanks
were damaged by vehicles, river protection trees were
frequently cut down or damaged, plus there was littering, arson
and other negative behaviours. Park areas have proven to be
a great way to work towards displacing anti-social behaviours
and replace them with positive alternatives such as mountain
biking and picnicking, which also keep our flood protection
areas safe and undamaged.
River works will continue indefinitely in to the future to keep
Christchurch and the surrounding districts safe from potential
flood events. Stopbanks must continue to be maintained and
upgraded and river berms must be managed and protected. The
Waimakariri River Regional Park, including Baynons Brake, will
operate hand in hand with river protection works in to the future.

Cathy Price - Priceless Images
Baynons Brake was officially opened on 21st September 2013.
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Issues
A number of issues have influenced the development of
Baynons Brake and its on-going management and success.
Issues have included the anti-social behaviour and negative
activities that historically occurred in the area, balancing
recreation and river protection works, constructing a horse
area adjacent to a designated motorcross park, plus the
logistical issues of building a usable horse trail in the stoney,
narrow river berm area.

A before and after shot showing vehicle ruts that were restored and now form the main entrance to the horse trail.

Baynons Brake Management Plan

6

Anti-Social Behaviour
Prior to development, the area at the end of Baynons Road
attracted motorised activities that did considerable damage
to weak, silty areas of the river berm and to river protection
infrastructure including trees and groynes. Four wheel drive
vehicles did particular harm to the river berm, with highly
modified vehicles gouging out large ruts in the silt, some of
which were over two metres deep. Damage was also caused to
river protection trees and stopbanks.
Most people involved in these activities were oblivious to the
damage they were causing, but some people deliberately
engaged in acts of joy riding, stripping and dumping of stolen
vehicles, dumping of litter and even arson.
These antisocial and negative activities placed considerable
strain on the local community, who frequently had their
mailboxes and front lawns damaged by people travelling to
this area of river. Many of the unwanted vehicles heading to the
end of Baynons Road often sped and drove unsafely. The locals
also had to contend with frequent noise through the night, plus
occasional fire danger and dumping of litter.

Balancing Recreation and River
Protection Works
A feature that park users will notice at Baynons Brake is the
line of rock running through a large section of park. This rock is
actually just the visible top section of a large rock wall buried
beneath the river berm. This wall slopes outwards under the
ground in the direction of the river, and is designed to stabilise
this section of river berm in flood events. Because of the way
the rock wall slopes, the earth on the river side of the wall
sometimes moves and re-settles which presents a hazard to
people or horses within three metres of the wall on the river side.
To keep park users safe, a combination of signage and fencing
has been used along the length of the rock wall. Fencing has been
used in several locations to prevent people from getting to the
unstable river side of the rock wall. The horse trail only passes
along the stable landward side of the rock wall and plently of
room has been left for horse and rider to pass by safely.

The local Clarkville community rallied together in support of
developing this area at the end of Baynons Road as a section of the
Waimakariri River Regional Park. Many local community members
provided input during the development of Baynons Brake and
supported the provision of horse trail riding. The community
continue to be supportive as they see the change to positive
activities in the area and restoration of the natural environment.

Cathy Price - Priceless Images
Riders pass between river protection poplars and willows on the Baynons Brake horse trail.
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Photo taken during the construction of the rock wall in 2014.

The horse trail passes safely along the landward side of the rock wall with plenty of room for clearance.

Baynons Brake Management Plan

8

Balancing Recreation and River Protection Works continued...
Another feature at Baynons Brake is the plant nursery that
is actively maintained to produce harakeke/flax, poplar
and willow which are used for river wide flood protection
plantings. Chainsaws, spray operations and vehicle movements
are frequently observed within the nursery, as well as rows
of pointed stumps remaining after tree poles are cut and
harvested. The horse trail has to pass around the Nursery in
the already limited space, so that horse riders can remain safe
while these activities go on nearby. The nursery bypass was
achieved through construction of a small ramp that allows
horse riders to get up on to the stopbank to travel past the
nursery, before entering the bush again further downstream.

Development also has to co-exist with on-going management
of river protection plantings, mostly consisting of willow trees.
The horse trail was installed between existing trees as much
as possible to minimise tree removal. Sections of trail may
sometimes be closed while river protection trees are maintained
or sprayed, but disruption to park users can be minimised as
only a small section of plantings are maintained at once.

There are several ramps along the horse trail that allow horses and riders to get up and down the stopbanks.
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A Motorcross Park for a Neighbour
Downstream of Baynons Brake is Kaiapoi Island, one of the
earliest established sections of the Waimakariri River Regional
Park. Kaiapoi Island provides for motorcross riding with a
dedicated motorcross park at its Western End. Part of the
Baynons Brake development brief was that the park had to be
fully open and functioning, and promoted as much as possible,
from day one to ensure it attracted a good number of horse
riders. Maintaining a good quality park that continues to attract
a constant flow of horse riders is still seen as the best means of
ensuring motorbikes don’t return to Baynons Brake.

To back up displacement of motocross riders from Baynons
Brake, signage has been erected and the entire perimeter of
the park is fenced or inaccessible to vehicles. Horse styles were
built at entrance points to the horse trail, plus rangers regularly
patrol the area and remove unwanted vehicles. Our aim is to
have the park well enough established in 10 years that the horse
styles are no longer needed to discourage motorbikes from
entering the horse trail.

A motorcross rider on the tracks at Kaiapoi Island.
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Harrs Road

Vision
5 Years:
• Landscape gardens and enhancements established around
Baynons Brake Oval. This will include:
o A second oval/green space area upstream from the current
oval, near the “sand pit”,
o Plantings established along the toe of the stopbank
adjacent to the parking oval,
o Harakeke/flax and native plantings established to line the
horse trail entrance

10 Years:
• Landscape gardens are established park wide.
• Park events occur regularly.
• Baynons Wetland has an active weed control program and
established enhancement plantings.
• Conflict with motorbike riders has been reduced to a point
that horse styles are no longer needed in Baynons Brake and
can be removed.
• Old Man’s Beard coverage in Baynons Wetland has been
reduced to a point that only targeted cut and paste
operations are required for control.

25 Years:

• Park has established users and is well known throughout
Canterbury.

• Baynons Brake is one of the primary horse riding destinations
in Canterbury.

• All damaged trees and debris around main parking area and
track entrance have been cleared and replaced with grass
and native plantings.

• Baynons Wetland is an established native wetland with low
weed levels. The exotic canopy of willow and poplar has
largely been replaced with native canopy species.

• The entire 10km length of horse trail has a coating of mulch
and is beginning to naturalise, with shingle sections of horse
trail absolutely minimised.
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Please contact Environment Canterbury’s Customer
Services for further information:
Phone (03) 353 9007 or 0800 324 636 (0800 EC INFO)
Email ecinfo@ecan.govt.nz
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