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Appendix 10: 
Implementation of Opihi River Regional Plan monitoring provisions 
Table A10-1: Opihi River Regional Plan implementation monitoring (Source: Adapted from Table 8.3 ORRP) 

Type of 
authorisation Method of monitoring Frequency of monitoring Reporting Have we done what we said we’d do?  

Permits to take 
water 

Inspection of 
abstraction records, or 
monitoring of 
abstraction rates 
 
 
Fish screen inspections 
 
 
Site gauging inspections 
for gravity intake sites 
 
Site inspections 

At least annually, but 
varying in accordance 
with compliance 
monitoring manual 
 
One to four times in an 
irrigation season 
 
At least two annually 
 
 
When abstraction 
restrictions are in force 
 

Annually Due to available resourcing, not all consents are monitored every year. Consents are prioritised in accordance with the 
potential risk to the environment and are monitored in accordance with those priorities. If a complaint or information is 
received in relation to a consent holder operating outside of the conditions of their consent, regardless of the priority, 
the consent is actively monitored. The consent is monitored to first substantiate the complaint and if substantiated the 
consent is monitored on a more frequent basis due to the increase risk to the environment. 
 
Annual monitoring of fish screens is considered unrealistic, especially for the smaller water takes.    
 
Open channel takes are often left to the consent holder to monitor.  The monitoring team checks these open channels 
when they are near their low flow trigger.   
 
Due to resource constraints, site visits when abstraction restrictions are in place is a ‘nice to do’, though at times 
monitoring has been undertaken with fixed-wing aircraft.  Data loggers are checked at the end of the irrigation season to 
ensure compliance.   

Permits to dam, 
use or divert 
water 

Inspections of structures 
during and after 
construction 
 
Flows and levels for 
large diversions, 
discharges or structures 

As required 
 
 
 
At least annually, but 
varying in accordance 
with compliance 
monitoring manual 
 

Annually It is a condition of consents that engineers undertake the inspection of any dam and submit a construction certificate. 
During 2010/11, most dams were monitored as part of a region-wide, targeted monitoring programme.   
 
Again, due to resource constraints, site visits are not regularly undertaken.   
 
Opuha Water Ltd (OWL) holds resource consents for the operation of the Opuha Dam, including dam and use consents.  
Conditions appended to the consents require it to self-monitor, and provide an annual report to Environment 
Canterbury. Environment Canterbury Compliance team has good relationship with OWL and the members of OEFRAG, 
involving significant inter-agency information sharing and feedback. 

Discharge permits Sampling of discharge 
quality 
 
 
Site inspections 

At least annually, but 
varying in accordance 
with compliance 
monitoring manual 
 
At least annually 

Annually Opuha Water Ltd holds resource consents for the operation of the Opuha Dam, including dam and use consents.  
Conditions appended to the consents require it to self-monitor, and provide an annual report to Environment 
Canterbury.  Environment Canterbury Compliance team has good relationship with OWL and the members of the Opuha 
Environmental Flow Release Advisory Group (OEFRAG), involving significant inter-agency information sharing and 
feedback. 

 
Permitted 
activities 

Site inspections where 
there are conditions on 
permitted activities 

At least annually, but 
varying in accordance 
with compliance 
monitoring manual 

Annually Monitoring of permitted activities is considered to be lower in the list of priorities, as their status suggests little or no 
effect.  There are a lot of older permitted activities that have few or no conditions.  
These are definitely not monitored annually.   

 






