
Start

Property less 
than 5ha?

Yes Permitted Activity

No

Nutrient loss 
>10kg/ha/pa

No In a Lake Zone?

No

Permitted Activity

Yes

Controlled activity 
and need a Farm 
Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

In a Lake Zone? In a Red Zone? In an Orange 
Zone?

In a Green or 
Light Blue Zone?

Yes

Nutrient loss 
increasing?

Yes

Nutrient loss 
increasing?

Yes

Nutrient loss 
increasing by more 

than 5kg/ha/pa?
Yes

Prohibited Activity 
unless Scheme*

No

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Activity + Farm 
Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

Prohibited Activity 
unless Scheme*

No

Nutrient loss 
10-20kg/ha/pa?

Yes
Permitted Activity 
unless Scheme*

No

Pre-2017? Yes
Permitted Activity 
unless Scheme*

No

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Activity + Farm 
Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

Yes

Discretionary 
Activity + Farm 

Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

Nutrient loss greater 
than 20kg/ha/pa and 

area more than 
50ha?

No
Permitted Activity 
unless Scheme*

Yes

Pre-2016? Yes
Permitted Activity 
unless Scheme*

No

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Activity + Farm 
Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

No

Nutrient loss 
increasing by more 

than 5kg/ha/pa?

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Activity + Farm 
Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

Nutrient loss
 greater than 20kg/

ha/pa and area more 
than 50ha?

Permitted Activity 
unless Scheme*

* Scheme = 
 If irrigated with water from an irrigation 

scheme, the irrigation company or 
principal water supplier may be managing 
nutrients under consents it holds – check 

with ECan.

Property in more than one Nutrient 
Allocation Zone?

Then the rules apply to the parts of the 
property in each Zone – not the whole 

property.

Yes

Part of a wider 
enterprise with 

increase in nutrient 
loss offset 

elsewhere?

Yes

Discretionary 
Activity + Farm 

Environment Plan 
unless Scheme*

No

Disclaimer:
This is a simplified version of the Nutrient 

Allocation Rules as recommended by 
Council officers – it is for guidance only 

and has no statutory weight.

 Officer s Recommended Nutrient Rules – Decision Tree
Information Only – Refer to Proposed Land and Water Regional Plan for Relevant Rules

See Rules 5.49 to 5.52 See Rules 5.43 to 5.48
See Rules 5.53 to 5.56 See Rules 5.57 to 5.59

See Rules 5.60-5.62See Rule 5.42
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Permitted Activity 
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