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ELIMINATING POLUTION IN LAKE WAINONO

The water quality of the Wainono Lagoon is very poor.

This is because farmers are using a lot of agrichemicals that are leaching into
the water ways that run into the lagoon.

The only way to fix this is to eliminate the use of chemical fertilizers, ie,
superphosphate, urea, etc. Instead farmers should use bio-logical fertilizers,
ie, seaweed, fish meal, blood & bone, (for crops only) and compost, to name a
few that are readily available.

These grow far better, healthy crops and pastures, because they feed
the soil micro-organisms which produce free nitrogenous fertilizer from the air,
and make other minerals and nutrients available to the plants.

As biological fertilizers are taken up by the micro-organisms in the soil,
they do not leach into the water ways, and pollute them, this also enhances
the water holding ability of the soil, making a lot of irrigation totally
unnecessary.

Chemical fertilizers also make plants less resistant to pests and diseases,
so they are sprayed with chemical pesticides which also pollute the water
ways.

A lower stocking rate will also help.
David Johnstone
Hook,
RD 8,

Waimate.



Eliminating Polution, and Greatly Reducing Water use.

What is the point of irrigating an area that naturally has adequate rain fall?

It is far more efficient and economical to concentrate on getting good healthy
soil, and farm biologically or organically.

Chemical fertilisers ie, super phosphate, urea etc, have depleted the soil
structure. This has reduced the water holding ability of the soil. These
chemicals are also polluting our water ways and under-ground aquifers.

So a complete change of farming practice is needed.

Good organic fertilisers which are readily available, enhance the water holding
capacity of the soil, and provide feed for the micro-organisms that feed the
plants all the nutrients they need.

Irrigating soils that have been depleted of micro-organisms using chemical
fertilisers and pesticides, polluting the environment is going to produce
unhealthy crops, livestock and people, and be totally unsustainable. Overseas
markets are wanting sustainably produced food.

A mixture of deep rooted pasture species should also be planted.
This will then make it unnecessary to do so much irrigation.
David Johnstone,

Hook,

RDS,

Waimate.



